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ROUND THE WEEK

Premier Chou En-lai Fetes
Outstanding Cultural Workers

The national conference of out-
standing groups and workers in
education and culture, public health,
physical culture and sports, and
journalism closed last Saturday, June
11, after 11 days of meetings and dis-
cussion. During the conference, the
delegates reviewed past achievements,
exchanged experiences and decided
on measures for attaining further
success in the days to come. They
also heard reports from Party and gov-
ernment leaders on the home and
international situation.

Premier Chou En-lai gave a ban-
quet on the evening of June 5 in
honour of the six thousand and more
delegates who had come from all
parts of the country. Congratulating
them on their splendid achievements,
on behalf of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party and
the State Council, the Premier said
that the conference was meeting at
a time when conditions both at home
and throughout the world were ex-
tremely favourable.

Internationally, the Premier said,
the present situation is unprece-
dentedly favourable to the struggle
for world peace, national indepen-
dence, democratic freedoms and social-
ism. The criminal act committed by
U.S. imperialism in intruding into the
territorial air of the U.S.S.R. and
wrecking the conference of the heads
of government of the four powers has
enabled people all over the world to
see more clearly the true nature of
U.S. imperialism and to strengthen
their determination in the struggle
against U.S. imperialist aggression
and war policy. The just struggle
waged by the U.S.S.R. against aggres-
sion and for the defence of peace has
won the support of all those who love
peace and uphold justice throughout
the world.

The Premier pointed out that the
U.S. imperialists have established
military bases all over the world in
their attempt to encircle the socialist
camp and prepare for launching a new
world war. These military bases not
only hold the possibility of bringing

the calamity of war upon the local
people, he declared, but first and fore-
most subject them to suppression
and plunder by the United States.
Consequently, the peoples of Asia,
Africa and Latin America have risen
up one after another in storms of
struggle against imperialism — first of
all against U.S. imperialism and its
lackeys. Syngman Rhee has been
overthrown, Menderes has been over-
thrown, and Kishi is tottering. U.S.
imperialism and its lackeys are
now encircled by the people of the
whole world, and the nooses around
their necks are being increasingly
tightened. A united front in opposi-
tion to U.S. imperialism and its
lackeys is being formed and is ex-
panding. The Premier reminded his
hearers of the words of Chairman
Mao Tse-tung: “The days of imperi-
alism are numbered. The imperialists
have done every kind of evil deeds and
all the oppressed people of the whole
world will never forgive them.”

Turning to the internal situation,
Premier Chou En-lai declared that it
is excellent. The people of the whole
country, under the leadership of the
Communist Party and Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, are holding aloft the three
red banners of the general line, the
great leap forward and the people’s
commune, and are making a con-
tinued big leap forward on all
fronts. He pointed out that along
with the big leap forward in industrial
and agricultural production, the whole
country is now engaged in setting up
urban people’s communes, carrying
out the mass campaign for technical
innovations and the technical revolu-
tion, and conducting the cultural rev-
olution. These movements, which go
hand in hand and stimulate each
other, provide first-rate conditions for
the all-round big leap forward in the
nation’s socialist construction.

On the cultural and educational
fronts, the Premier pointed out, the
situation is also excellent. In the past
decade, particularly since the great
leap forward of 1958, China has made
big achievements in these fields. The
cultural backwardness resulting from
long years of exploitation and oppres-
sion under the reactionary rule of
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imperialism and the Kuomintang is
being rapidly changed. An army of
proletarian intellectuals has begun to
be formed and is growing in number.
An upsurge has appeared in the ideo-
logical remoulding movement centred

on the study of Marxism-Leninism®

and the works of Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, likewise in the cultural revolu-
tion centred on the wiping out of
illiteracy and the revolution in educa-
tion.

With such favourable conditions for
China's socialist revolution and con-
struction, the Premier urged that all
workers in the cultural and educa-
tional fields, together with the people
of the whole country under the
leadership of the Communist Party
and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, should
resolutely implement the Party’s
general line for the building of social-
ism, thoroughly carry through the
educational revolution and bring the
cultural revolution to a new high
tide. The Premier also urged them
to work tirelessly to build China
rapidly into a powerful socialist
country and achieve in the future the
lofty ideal of communism.

Economic Situation—Excellent

Earlier, on June 4, Vice-Premicr Li
Hsien-nien reported to the conference
on the current economic situation in
the country. The picture he gave was
more than encouraging.

Industry got off to a good start
right from the beginning of the year.
Gross output for the first quarter out-
stripped that of the last quarter of
1959. The increase in output value
from January to mid-May exceeded
the planned figure for the period.
Output of major products — such as
steel, pig iron, coal, crude oil and
timber — registered big increases.
This high-speed rate of growth for
the first five months has laid a solid
foundation for the realization of a
continued leap forward in industry
this year.

Agriculture is keeping up a good
pace too. An additional 110 million
mu of land has been sown to sum-
mer crops this year. Not a few areas
have been hit by serious drought or
other natural calamities since last
spring. But the people’s communes,
with great resources at their com-
mand, have succeeded in fighting off
these natural calamities and reducing
damage to the minimum. The sum-
mer harvest has begun, and reports
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from many areas show that rich
crops have been gathered in. The
crop situation for the whole country
is good; there is no doubt that the
harvest this summer will give bigger
yields than the last.

Capital construction, too, has been
carried out on a larger scale and at a
higher speed than last year. Invest-
ments in capital construction for the
first five and a half months registered
a 50 per cent increase over the same
period of last year. More than 200
large and medium-sized enterprises
have either been completed or
partially completed and put into
operation. In regard to small enter-
prises using modern or indigenous
methods of production, more than
7,000 were built and commissioned.
In addition to these, rural and urban
communes all over the country have
set up tens of thousands of small in-
dustrial enterprises — reinforcements
for the nation’s expanding industry.

Similar achievements have been
recorded in communications and
transport, in trade, culture and educa-
tion. Figures alone, however, do not
tell the whole story. There has been
a considerable heightening of the
people’s political understanding,
characterized by their selfless devotion
to the cause of socialism. Mass move-
ments arce developing on a scale
hitherto unknown, with an increasing
number of people taking part and
producing results which sometimes
surpass the most optimistic estimates.
The movement for technical innova-
tions and technical revolution, for
instance, has produced results of far-
reaching importance. In the first
four months of this year, labour
productivity in industry registered an
80 per cent increase over that of the
same period of last year, giving a big
boost to industrial production. Of
great significance is the fact that
through this movement China has
found a new way to bring about the
technical transformation of its national
economy that gives greater, faster,
better and more economical results.
The movement has also blazed a trail
that helps popularize, elevate and
develop science and technology in a
big way.

The conference was inspired too by
Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien’s account
of the technical transformation of
China’s agriculture and the establish-
ment of people’s communes in the
cities. The growth of urban people’s

communes has brought a tremendous
change of historic significance to the
cities. By mid-May, more than a
thousand urban people’s commures
have been set up in various parts of
the country. They embrace more than
42 million people — 60 per cent of
China’s urban population — and have
freed six million women from house-
hold drudgery. This is of no small
significance in helping women along
the road of thorough emancipation.

The Vice-Premier dealt with many
other aspects of national life. The
accounts he gave add up to a bright
and promising picture and leave little
doubt that the 1960 national economic
plan adopted last April by the
National People's Congress will be
fulfilled and overfulfilled.

Small Engineering Plants Win
Their Spurs

One of the most interesting aspects
of China’s socialist industrialization is
the role the small industrial plant is
playing. This is well exemplified in
the engineering industry where more
and more small modern plants are ap-
pearing to expand the industrial
structure. .

Many big engineering plants are
helping to father small modern plants
in the rural areas. The Huaihai En-
gineering Works in Shansi Province,
for example, has helped neighbouring
counties and people’s communes to
build and run 65 such small engineer-
ing plants. The Chengtu Measuring
and Cutting Tool Works has helped
set up 11 such rural plants in less than
two months. These plants are already
manufacturing not only simple farm
machines and irrigation equipment but
also machine tools. In this way they
are playing an important part not only
in helping immediate farm production
but in giving fresh impetus to the
technical transformation of agricul-
ture.

In many places, these plants account
for a good portion of engineering
potential. Soochow, Kiangsu Province,
formerly had just a few plants manu-
facturing simple engineering products
and some machine parts and it had
fo get the raw materials they needed
from other places. Now it has 87
small and modern engineering plants
which are turning out over a thousand
products. It has also developed its
own local sources of supply of coke,
pig iron and rolled steel.
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The spread and growth of such
small, modern plants is also improving
the geographical distribution of the
industry. Provinces and autonomous
regions like Kweichow, Chinghai,
Sinkiang and Ningsia that either made
no machines of their own at all, or
only the simplest, have now become
producers of complete sets of fairly
large engineering preducts. This has
given a further consequent boost to
their local industries and the welfare
of their inhabitants.

But it is not only in the formerly
backward areas and those without
engineering works that the small plant
is showing its worth. Some of the
leading engineering centres in the
country and larger towns are learning
how valuable the small plants can be.

Small, modern plants are reinforc-
ing the industry’s weak links. By
shouldering the main role in making
small electric motors, instruments,
meters and bearings, they have helped
to speed up and strengthen production
in larger plants needing such parts
to make complete sets of equipment.
In Peking, large numbers of small
neighbourhood plants started as re-
pair shops have been expanded and
modernized into small engineering
shops which have actually become the
main producers of certain auxiliary
parts for power station equipment,
mining machinery, machine tools, etc.
In the Hsicheng District alone, 39
plants have taken on the job of pro-
ducing auxiliary parts for larger
factories.

Small, modern engineering plants
have definitely won their spurs in the
industrial field. They are playing an
important role in the high-speed de-
velopment of the national economy.

Commune Industries Grow

Commune-run industries are growing
apace all over the country: in cities
on the eastern seaboard, in far-off
border zones and in the national
minority areas. They are changing
the face of many cities and expanding
so rapidly that they are already
becoming an important sector of local
industry.

In Kunming, in the Southwest, the
urban communes have set up more
than 300 industrial enterprises and 900
production groups since 1958. Nearly
a hundred of these are flourishing
concerns employing more than a
hundred workers. Their equipment
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is modest but they are stead-
ily increasing output. Last
year, the total output value
of these Kunming commune
industries was six times ‘as
much as in 1958; it made up
11 per cent of the city’'s total
industrial output. This year
they plan to more than double
their output value.

A growing auxiliary force
on the industrial front, they
serve big state-owned indus-
tries in many ways. Besides
doing processing work, they
make forgings, bolts, rivets
and machine parts for the
large factories, and so enable
the latter to devote them-
selves to more complex work.
They are also doing a great
deal to meet the growing
needs of the people in mass
consumption goods, making
large quantities of such arti-
cles as ready-made clothes,
shoes. leather, stationery and
cooking utensils.

As in urban communes
elsewhere in the country,
their members are mostly
former housewives eager to do
productive jobs. Many of them have
become very skilled hands in their
new line of work. One Li Feng-ming,
for instance, was formerly a housewife

whe hardly ever knew the word
“technique.” After joining a com-
mune, she has become a skilled

technician making chemicals and is
now manager of a chemical works.
She is only one example of the
thousands of Kunming women who
have stepped out into a broader, fuller
and richer life through the doors
opened to them by the communes.

Lhasa Welcomes Jolmo Lungma
Heroes

The first group of Chinese moun-
taineers who conquered Mt. Jolmo
Lungma, the world’s highest peak,
returned to Lhasa on June 7. The
tremendous welcome given them by
the leaders of the Communist Party
and government and by the people
of the city was such as has seldom
been witnessed in the past.

The Tibetan people have a great
affection for Jolmo Lungma. There
are many legends and folk tales about

A Commune-run Chemical Works
Woodcut in colour by Li Huan-min

the mountain, the climb to whose
summit the Tibetans have always
regarded as a feat calling for match-
less courage, skill and perseverance.
Before the climbers set out, Panchen
Erdeni, Acting Chairman of the Pre-
paratory Committee for the Autono-
mous Region in Tibet, told them some
of these legends and recounted many
historical facts that proved useful in
the climb.

The triumphant return of the
mountaineers to Lhasa brought the
whole city out in warm welcome.
Panchen Erdeni looked particularly
happy as he busily took snapshots of
the Jolmo Lungma heroes. ‘“People
like to take my picture,” he said.
“Now it is my turn to photograph the
heroes who have climbed to the
world’s summit.” At the welcome
party, Panchen Erdeni praised the
climbers’ achievements, partieularly
mentioning the fact that Chinese
mountaineers have had only five
years’ experience behind them. “The
successful climb to the summit of
Jolmo Lungma at the first attempt,”
he said, “is another indication of the
lofty spirit of our countrymen who
are bringing about a great leap for-
ward in all aspects of the national
economy.”



Chinese Government Supports New Soviet
Disarmament Proposals

The following statement was issued by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China on June 6, 1960.—
Ed.

N June 2, 1960, the Government of the Soviet Union

put forward new proposals for general and complete
disarmament. These proposals are a development of the
proposals for general and complete disarmament ad-
vanced by the Soviet Government on September 18,
1959, and have incorporated some of the propositions
presented by the Western countries in the disarmament
negotiations: they constitute another effort by the
Soviet Government in striving for the realization of
disarmament. The Government of the People’s Republic
of China supports these proposals of the Soviet Govern-
ment.

History has proved that imperialism is unwilling to
reduce its armaments and, in particular, is absolutely
unwilling to carry out general and complete disarma-
ment. Prior to the Second World War, the Soviet Gov-
ernment already made many disarmament proposals,
but they were ail rejected by the imperialist countries.
Since the conclusion of the Second World War,
the Soviet Government has repeatedly made fur-
ther disarmament proposals and, in the search for agree-
ment on the disarmament question, has continuously
taken over opinions of the Western countries re-
garding disarmament. Nevertheless, each time the
Soviet Government accepted certain proposals of the
Western countries, the latter retreated from their
original position and again raised new obstacles. Owing
to this attitude of the Western countries, talks on the
disarmament question have been going on for more than
ten years without yielding any result to date. U.S. im-
perialism, in particular, pays lip service to disarmament,
while in actual fact keeps expanding armaments and
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extending military bases abroad. In so doing, it
menaces the socialist countries and. even more important,
intends to suppress the movements of the Asian,
African, Latin American and even European peoples to
win and safeguard national independence and democrat-
ic freedoms and suppress the revolutionary struggles of
the people in its own country. Now. the Eisenhower
Government of the United States, after wrecking the
four-power conference of government heads, is taking
further advantage of the tension which it has single-
handedly created to step up arms expansion, war prep-
arations and the revival of West German and Japanese
militarism. It is fully warranted for Chairman N.S.
Khrushchov of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet
Union to emphasize. in his message to the heads of gov-
ernment of all countries, that the Soviet Government
has serious doubts as to whether the Western countries
desire disarmament.

We consider the new disarmament proposals of the
Soviet Government to be a test for the imperialist
countries. Rejecting these proposals will further expose
the “peace” fraud of the imperialist countries headed by
the United States. These new disarmament proposals of
the Soviet Government should constitute a call for the
peace-loving people of the world to struggle to oppose
the arms expansion and war preparations of the imperial-
ists headed by the United States, to oppose the revival
of West German and Japanese militarism, and to win
and safeguard national independence and democratic
freedoms. Only with the people of all countries of the
world waging unremitting struggles and isolating the im-
perialists with the United States at their head to the
greatest extent, will it be possible to compel the im-
perialist countries to sit down to disarmament talks in
earnest, to put off and even block imperialism’s plan
for starting a new world war, and to ensure world peace.

Intensify the People’s Struggle to Defend

World

Following is an editorial published in “Renmin Ribao”
on June 7, 1960. — Ed.

N June 2 the Soviet Government put forward new
proposals on disarmament to the governments of the
various countries. This represents a fresh effort on the
part of the Soviet Union to consolidate world peace and
safeguard international security. The Chinese Govern-
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ment and people support this effort of the Soviet Gov-
ernment.

As is well known, the Soviet Union submitted a
proposal on general disarmament to the United Nations
General Assembly on September 18. 1959. This proposal
won the warm support of the broad masses of people in
various countries. Under the pressure of world public
opinion, the Western countries headed by the United
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States had to agree to the resumption of the disarmament
talks. But in the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee
which started talks on March 15, 1960, they have all along
clung to an obstinate stand, insisling on substituting con-
trol withoul disarmament for disarmament with control
and doing their utmost to avoid and obstruct discussion
of the Soviet disarmament proposals. Because the United
States and its Western pariners deliberately created
obstacles, the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee failed
to achieve any result in the first stage of the talks. Now
on the eve of the resumption of the meeting of the Ten-
Nation Disarmament Commiltee, the Soviet UUnion has pul
forward new disarmament proposals which accept certain
views of the Western countries. Thus, the Western coun-
tries are further deprived of their old pretexts for
avoiding general disarmament. Pcople are fully justificd
in demanding that at the resumed meetings of the Ten-
Nation Disarmament Committee, the Western countries
conduct serious negotiations on the disarmament question
on the basis of the new Soviet proposals. Just as the
Chinese Government pointed out in its statement, the new
disarmament proposals of the Soviet Government are a
test for the imperialist countries. Rejecting these proposals
will further expose the “peace” fraud of the imperialist
countries headed by the United States.

H ISTORICAL facts show that the imperialist countries

headed by the United States are unwilling to reduce
their armaments and, in particular, are absolutely unwil-
ling to carry cut general and complete disarmament. Before
the Second World War, the Soviet Union put forward pro-
posals for disarmament as early as 1922, and proposed
general and complete disarmament in 1928. At the inter-
national disarmament conference in Geneva in 1932 it
suggested the adoption of an international pact on disar-
mament. But all these proposals were turned down by
the imperialist countrics. The victor couniries of the
First World War, the United States, Britain and France,
intensified the arms drive on the one hand, and on the
other, they connived at the rearming of Hitlerite Germany,
thus enabling that country to rise again within a few
years and launch another war ol aggression. After the
end of the Second World War, the Soviet Union again
made unremitting efforts for universal disarmament,
putting forward one disarmament proposal after another.
But the imperialist countries headed by the United States
invariably used all sorts of pretexts to oppose and reject
these proposals. Many and various are the tricks the
Western countries have used to obstruct disarmament.
Each time the Soviet Union accepted certain propositions
in the Western countries’ proposals in order to bring the
views of the two sides close to each other, the Western
countries invariably backed down, immediately retreated
from their original position and put up new obstacles.
Therefore, the disarmament talks in the past ten years
and more were simply like a hide-and-seek. For every
step you advanced, they retreated two steps so that no
agreement could be reached in any circumstances. The
United States has played the leading role in the persistent
moves of the Western countries to obstruct disarmament
in these years, while the other Western countries have
toed the U.S. line. Therefore, it is no wonder that the
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Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee has thus far failed
to achieve any result.

As a result of the recent flagrant provocations carried
out by the United States against the Soviet Union and its
reckless sabotage of the four-power conference of govern-
ment heads, the people the world over have seen all the
more clearly who wants war and who wants peace. After
its sabotage of the conference, the United States cxerted
all its efforts to fan war hysteria and aggravate inter-
national tension, and intensified its activities for arms
drive and war preparations. U.S. Army Seccretary Brucker
has announced publicly that the United Slates would
“strengthen” its “defences” over the “whole world.” In
a broadcast speech on May 25, U.S. President Eisenhower
blatantly declared: “We must keep up our strength, and
hold it steady for the long pull.” The fact that the United
States has continued to step up its war preparations in
the past fortnight fully proves that the wrecking of the
four-power conference of government heads by the United
States was a premeditated step in its plan for aggression
and war preparations. In the face of the war schemes of
the United States, the socialist camp headed by the Soviet
Union has naturally no alternative but to sharpen its
vigilance still further and be prepared at any time to hit
back relentlessly at the provocateurs and aggressors.

The imperialist countries headed by the United States
have resorted to every device to obstruct disarmament
because they do not want to give up the policies of aggres-
sion and war. Since the Second World War, with the
revolutionary movements of the people of the world rising
in an unprecedented upsurge, the imperialist countries
have had to rely all the more on military force to main-
tain their rule. U.S. imperialism, the biggest and the most
rapacious imperialism in the world, bases its plan for
world hegemony entirely on arms expansion and war
preparalions.  In the past ten years and more, U.S.
imperialism, under the anti-Soviet and anti-Communist
signboard, has done its utmost to expand its armaments,
build military bases everywhere and rig up aggressive
military bloes. All this has been done primarily for the
purpose of suppressing the people’s revolutionary move-
ments in the Asian, African, Latin American and even
European countries, and to place these countries under ils
control so as to plunder and exploit them. In order to
maintain their rule and exploitation of the labouring
people of their own countries, their oppression and
plunder of other countries, their colonialist rule over the
people of the colonies and semi-colonies, their bases for
aggression and war all over the world and their so-called
“deterrent,” the imperialist countries headed by the United
States will never agree to general and complete disarma-
ment. For the imperialist monopoly capitalist group,
which lives on the blood of the labouring people, under-

- stands that if general and complete disarmament is really

carried out, its cannibalistic rule cannot be maintained
ceven for a single day.

HE postwar history of the struggle for disarmament
shows most clearly that the aggressive nature of im-
perialism will never change, and that so long as imperialism
exists, the people of zll countries can in no way relax their
vigilance against the danger of war. At present, as a
result of the change in the balance of world forces and

7



the unprecedented might of the world’s forces of peace,
the possibility of preventing a world war does exist. But
it can in no wise be said that “now war can be eliminated
for ever” or that “there exists at present the practical
possibility of altogether eliminating any war from the life
of modern society,” and still less that “mankind has
already entered an epoch of everlasting peace.” To spread
any unrealistic illusion about peace would only benumb
the masses of people; it would be favourable to the im-
perialist schemes of preparing for a new war and un-
favourable o the cause of world peace.

The different attitudes of the socialist and the im-
perialist countries on the question of disarmament reflect
the different foreign policies of the two social systems.
Imperialism always uses force as a tool of its foreign
policy. Contrary to this, the socialist countries have con-
sistently advocated the solution of international questions
through peaceful consultation and peaceful coexistence
between countries of different social systems. But con-
fronted by the imperialist bloc headed by U.S. imperialism
which is armed to the teeth and filled with wild ambitions,
it is entirely necessary for the socialist countries to main-
tain a high degree of vigilance and strengthen their armed
forces in order to defend their socialist homelands and
world peace. Of course, we always advocate reduction
of armaments to relax international tension so long as
this is possible. The Chinese people have consistently
supported the efforts made by the Soviet Union in the
past for realizing disarmament. The Chinese Government
has also declared that China always unhesitatingly under-
takes all international obligations to which it has com-
mitted itself. But any international agreement on dis-
armament or any other international agreements will na-
turally have no binding force on China without the formal
parlicipation of the Pecople’s Republic of China and the
signature of its represeniative.

HE new proposals of the Soviet Union on disarmament

should be a new clarion call to the people of the
world for strengthening the struggle for peace. The
struggle of the people of various countries for disarma-
ment is a struggle to expose and oppose the frenzied arms
expansion and war preparations of imperialism, especially
of U.S. imperialism. This struggle is bringing into action
the forces of peace in the world on an ever broader scale
and is dealing a powerful blow to U.S. imperialist policy
of war and aggression. The people of the socialist coun-
tries have always stood at the very forefront of this
struggle. In the United States and other capitalist coun-
tries there are more and more people who can no longer
bear the heavy burden of military expenditure imposed
on them and strongly oppose the war policy of U.S.
imperialism. In the countries which are tied to the war
chariot of the United States more and more people have
come to realize the dangerous situation into which the
United States has dragged their countries, and have come
out against their governments’ “pulling the chestnuts out
of the fire” for the United States. It would be in the
interests of the people of all countries if general dis-
armament can be realized. But war is inseparable from
the nature of imperialism, and the war policy of U.S.
imperialism has not changed. Therefore the people of all
countries must intensify their struggle, unceasingly expose
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U.S. imperialist activities for arms expansion and war
preparations and deal blows to all its schemes to obstruct
disarmament and undermine peace. The statement of our
Government points out: “Only with the people of all
countries of the world waging unremitting struggles and
isolating the imperialists with the United States at their
head to the greatest extent, will it be possible to compel
the imperialist countries to sit down to disarmament talks
in earnest, to put off and even block imperialism’s plan
for starting a new world war, and to ensure world peace.”
The people of all countries should be further mobilized
to unfold, on a still greater scale, a struggle against U.S.
armaments expansion and war preparations and for the
defence of world peace.

J
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A Short History
of Modern
Chinese Literature
by TING YI
The story of the birth and growth of
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Movement in 1919 to the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in 1949.

modern Chinese literature from the May Fourth

The May Fourth Movement marked the
start of the new democratic revolution in
China, as well as the beginning of a completely
new literature; a proletarian literature dedi-
cated to the struggle against imperialism and
feudalism.

The three decades which followed the May
Fourth Movement saw the emergence of such
outstanding writers as Lu Hsun — the leading
figure of the new culture — Kuo Mo-jo, Mao
Tun and a host of others. A great number of
new literary works were produced — some of
permanent interest and wvalue, others that
played a briefer role in the events of their
day. This book describes the writers and
their more important works in these years
and the main struggle that was waged on the
literary front between those who supported
the revolution and those who fought against it.
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Premier Chou En-lai's Speech at Banquet
In Honour of W.F.T.U. Delegates

The following is the text of Premier Chou En-lai’s
speech at a banquet given on June 6, 1960, in honour of
the trade union delegates of various countries attending
the W.F.T.U. General Council meeting in Peking. — Ed.

Comrade Novella, President of the World Federation of

Trade Unions,

Trade Union Delegates of Various Countries,
Comrades and Friends,

On the occasion of the holding in our capital of the
11th session of the General Council of the World
Federation of Trade Unions, I would like, on behalf of
the Chinese Government and people, to express warm
welcome to you, the representatives of hundreds of
millions of our working-class brothers throughout the
world. I am confident that this meeting will play a
positive role in strengthening the international soli-
darity of the working class and giving impetus to the
struggle of the working class of all countries against im-
perialist aggression and for the safeguarding of world
peace. I wish the meeting every success.

Our epoch is one in which the forces of peace prevail
over the forces of war, the forces of the people prevail
over the forces of reaction, and the forces of socialism
prevail over the forces of imperialism. The fundamental
task facing the working class of the world and progres-
sive mankind is to make full use of the present excellent
situation to concentrate all energies to defeat the forces
of war and aggression headed by U.S. imperialism, to
continue to carry forward the cause of the peoples of
various countries for world peace, national independence,
democratic freedoms and socialism and attain the noblc
aims of lasting peace and human progress.

To stop aggressive war and safeguard world peace
is the eager and universal desire of the working class
and the broad masses of the people in all countries.
Countless experiences have told us that in order to realize
this desire of the people, reliance must be placed on the
people themselves rising to fight imperialism. Peace can
never be obtained by begging the imperialists for it.
The aggressive, war-like naturc of imperialism will never
change, but imperialist activities for war and aggression
can be smashed so long as the people of the world wage
persistent and unremitting struggles against them. Since
the Second World War, the imperialist colonialist forces
have been compelled to withdraw from many areas of
Asia, Africa and Latin America. The U.S. imperialist
“positions of strength” and “brink of war” policies have
been continuously frustrated; the “peace” fraud of U.S.
imperialism has also been exposed again and again. The
criminal encroachment on the Soviet Union and sabotage
of the four-power conference of government heads by
U.S. imperialism has thoroughly laid bare its vicious, sly
face, thus arousing the universal indignation of the peace-
loving people of the world, and isolating itself as never be-
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fore. A storm of opposition to U.S. imperialism is rising
and spreading. Struggles against U.S. imperialism and its
lackeys have broken out even in south Korea, Turkey
and Japan which it has kept under the tightest control.
A general strike, the largest since the war, was staged
by the Japanese workers on June 4; it marked a new
upsurge in the Japanese people’s patriotic struggle against
the United States. All this proves that the people are
the decisive factor. Confronted with powerful people’s
struggles, the imperialists headed by the United States
can be triumphed over. The imperialists will, of course,
never be reconciled to their failure. They will carry
on disruptive activities as long as they survive. Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung has said: “Disrupt, fail, disrupt again,
fail again, till their doom — that is the logic of im-
perialism and all reactionaries in the world. They will
certainly not go against this logic.”

The unity of the socialist camp headed by the
Soviet Union and the unity of the working class of all
countries constitute the surest guarantee for the cause
of world peace, the cause of the emancipation of the
working class and the cause of the liberation of all
oppressed nations. Relying on this great unily, we will
be able to unite all the forces which can be united with
to form the broadest united front and isolate the im-
perialists and their lackeys to the greatest extent so as
to finally triumph over imperialism. Precisely because
of this, imperialism fears such unity most of all and tries
to wreck it by every means. The most vicious, sinister
tactics used by imperialism to undermine the unity of the
working class of the world are to employ the modern
revisionists to engage specifically in activities designed to
split the working class. The modern revisionists try their
utmost to spread illusions about peace within the ranks
of the working class and obscure the dividing line be-
tween the enemy and ourselves, in an attempt to do away
with the revolutionary struggle of the working class and
perpetuate the reactionary rule of the imperialists. In
this respect, the modern revisionists have played a role
which the imperialists and their other lackeys are unable
to play. Therefore, the working class of the world faces
a serious militant task, that is, to continue to thoroughly
expose the renegade face of the modern revisionists,
thoroughly wash away the poisonous ideas spread
by them and completely smash all their disruptive
activities designed to split the working class. Only thus
can the international unity of the working class be up-
held and strengthened, and the revolutionary spirit of
the working class brought into full play. Only thus can
we deal mortal blows at the imperialists and their lackeys.

The Chinese working class and all the Chinese people
who are engaged in arduous and-gigantic socialist con-
struction need peace and need friends. The Chinese
people will for ever remain loyal to the cause of the
emancipation of the working class of the world and the
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cause of the liberation of all oppressed nations, and will
always stand at the forefront in the struggle to oppose
imperialist aggression and defend world peace. The Chi-
nese people firmly support the efforts made by the Soviet
Union and the other socialist countries in opposing im-
perialist aggression and safeguarding world peace. The
Chinese pcople firmly support the national and demo-
cratic movements of the Asian, African and Latin Ameri-
can peoples and the struggle of the peoples in the capital-
ist countries for democratic freedoms and socialism. The
Chinese people share the destiny and life-breath of all
the enslaved and oppressed peoples and have always
looked upon their struggles as our own struggles, and

At the W.F.T.U. General Council Meeting

their victories as our own victories. The Chinese people,
together with (he peoples of all other countries, will for
ever stand on the same [ront, encourage and support one
another, and fight against our common enemy to the very
end.

Comrades and [riends, 1 propose a toasl

To the great unity of the people of the whole world,

To the victory of the cause of the emancipation of
the working class of the whole world,

To world peace, and

To the health of the trade union representatives of
various countries!

Working Class Must Wage Firm Struggle
Against Revisionism, Workers’ Movement
Should Stand in the Anti-lmperialist Front

by LIU NING-I

Following is a summary of a speech made by Liu
Ning-I, President of the All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, at the 11th Session of the General Council of the
World Federation of Trade Unions on June 7, 1960.—Ed.

IU NING-I began his speech by extending. on behall

of the Chinese workers and the Chinese people, a
warm welcome to the General Council of the World
Federation of Trade Unions which was holding its 11th ses-
sion in Peking, the capital of China.

He said, we are meeting at a time when the storms
of the struggles of the pecople of the world against im-
perialism and its lackeys are gathering and bursting cvery-
where. At such a time, it is of particularly great signif-
icance that the representatives of our brother and sister
workers all over the world meet together and discuss the
burning question facing the world working class, the ques-
tion concerning the actions to be taken in our fight. We
Chinese workers and Chinese people are eagerly cxpect-
ing that the call to be issued by this meeting will further
mobilize and inspire the working class in all countries and
rally all other working people as well as all other
forces that can be united with, so as to launch even more
extensive struggles against imperialism and its lackeys on
the fronts of the struggles for peace, democracy, national
liberation and socialism.

We Chinese workers and people have always stood
al the forefront in the fight against aggressive wars and
in defence of world peace, and regarded this fight as the
most important task in our internatioral activities, Liu
Ning-I said. Recently, in the eyes of the people of the
world, U.S. imperialism has once more committed a crime
by carrying oul aggression against the Soviel Union,
wrecking the four-power conference of government heads,
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and aggravaling international tension. Like the workers
and peoples in other countries in the world, the Chinese
workers and Chinese pcople are extiremely indignant at
this new crime of U.S. imperialism. More than 56 million
people throughout China held meetings and staged dem-
onstrations 1o express the firm will of the 650 million
Chinese people to oppose U.S. imperialism’s policy of ag-
gression and war and to saleguard world peace. We fully
support the Soviet Union’s solemn and just stand in ex-
posing the crime of the United States and we fully support
its just struggle against U.S. aggression.

IU Ning-I continued, the criminal action of the United

States in commitling aggression against the Soviet
Union and wrecking the four-power conference of govern-
menl heads has exposed completely that U.S. imperialism
is using peace gestures as a camouflage for its aggression
and war preparations. Eisenhower, the chieftain of the U.S.
imperialist bandits, has shown by his own aclion that he
is by no means an “envoy of peace,” but the No. 1 rep-
resentalive of the most ferocious aggressors and war
forces in disguise. This fact has taught the people of the
world a wvaluable lesson. Ample facts have long ago
proved that U.S. imperialism is the most vicious enemy of
peace. To expand armaments and prepare war on a large
scale, to stubbornly reject disarmament and prohibition of
nuclear weapons, to build military bases all over the
world and organize all sorts of aggressive military blocs,
to revive militarism in West Germany and Japan, to
rudely interfere in the internal affairs of other nations,
to support the reactionaries in various countries in their
brutal suppression of the national and democratic move-
ments and the workers’ movement, to ceasclessly carry
on sabotage, subversion and war provocations against
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the socialist countries, etec. All these are evil
deeds which have been carried out and are
still being carried out with increased vigour by
U.S. imperialism. The serious threat to world peace
comes from the U.S. imperialist policy of aggression and
war. However, when U.S. imperialism pretends to look
“peaceful and amiable” and makes gestures for peace, some
people seem to think that it may become kind-hearted all
of a sudden and present us with peace on a platter. The
Tito clique, fostered by U.S. imperialism, takes great pains
to whitewash its master, spread absurd stories that im-
perialism has changed its nature, and help U.S. imperial-
ism dupe the people of the world. This has confused
some people, some of them are deceived while others en-
tertain illusions about U.S. imperialism. The world work-
ers’ movement and the trade union organizations in all
the countries cannot ignore this phenomenon. Our W.F.T.U.
is a trade union organization which truly represents the
interests of the working class. Our duty is to make every
possible effort to tell the truth to the masses of workers
and other people, expose the U.S. imperialist schemes of
“fake peace and actual preparations for war,” and expose
the modern revisionists represented by the Tito clique as
a tool of U.S. imperialism, so as to enable the workers
and the people to understand that one cannot entertain
any unrealistic illusions about U.S. imperialism, and should
never believe the honeyed words of the imperialists.

U.S. imperialism is the arch enemy of world peace and
it will never change its aggressive and predatory nature,
Liu Ning-I pointed out. War can be prevented and world
peace preserved only by uniting all peace-loving forces of
the world to wage a resolute struggle against U.S. im-
perialism and its lackeys. The entire history of the workers’
movement and of the struggles of the pcople throughout
the world in the postwar period proves that to safeguard
world peace we must rely mainly on the resolule struggles
of the working class and the masses of people of all coun-
tries. The force of the masses of the people is the decisive
factor in defending peace. The victory of the struggle for
peace can be assured only if the force of the peoples in
the socialist countries, the force of the liberation move-
ment of the people of the countries in Asia, Africa and
Latin America, and the revolutionary force of the people
in the capitalist countries are continuously augmented;
it can be assured only by relying on the force of this
overwhelming majority of humanity, and by mobilizing
and encouraging them to carry out struggles against U.S.
imperialism and its lackeys.

£ Chinese workers and Chinese people have always

sympathized with and supported the struggles of the
people of the countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America
against imperialist oppression and for national liberation
and democracy and we have always sympathized with and
supported the struggles of the people of the capitalist coun-
tries against the oppression of monopoly capital and for
democracy and socialism. We are keenly aware that im-
perialism and its lackeys are the common enemy of the
working class and the people of all countries. Their
struggles are inseparably linked up with our own strug-
gles. Their victories are a support to us just as our
victories are a support to them. We and they are stand-
ing on the same front and need to unite with and sup-
port each other.
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Liu Ning-l said, where there is imperialist oppres-
sion there is bound to be struggles waged by the people
to resist such oppression. Today, the revolutionary
storms of the national and democratic movement are
rising in Asia, Africa and Latin America. With the sup-
port of the socialist camp and the world workers’ move-
ment, this movement has become an irresistible historical
tide. The people of Cuba have set a glorious example for
all Latin American peoples. The example set by the
Algerian people too inspires all the peoples of Africa. Of
late we also see that the people of south Korea and
Turkey which are under the tight control of the United
States and its hirelings have waged large-scale heroic
struggles against imperialism and its lackeys. In Japan,
the struggle against the Japan-U.S. military alliance and
the revival of Japanese militarism waged by the broad
masses of workers and people is developing with might and
main. They have carried out 17 rounds of nationwide
united action, with mounting strength each time, form-
ing a broad revolutionary movement of the masses un-
precedented in the history of Japan. This has dealt a
heavy blow to U.S. imperialism and its lackey, the Kishi
clique, and isolated them as never before. In France
and Italy, even in the United States and Britain,
the struggle of the working class and other working
people against the oppression and exploitation of monop-
oly capital and in defence of the vital interests and dem-
ocratic riglr;ts of the working people is developing. The
people’s struggles waged on all these fronts converge
into a tremendous torrent in opposition to imperialism
and its lackeys. These fronts will constantly broaden, and
the force of the people on these fronts will steadily grow.
The imperialist forces of war are suffering telling blows
from the people in their rear. The rule of imperialism
is weakening day by day and its days are numbered.

IU NING-I pointed out that out of an ulterior motive,

the imperialists, especially the U.S. imperialists, are
cooking up a pretext to cover up their crime of ruthlessly
suppressing the national and democratic movements and
other struggles waged by the people. They say that the
world workers’ movement, the socialist countries in par-
ticular, do not want peace and “peaceful coexistence,” since
they sympathize with and support these struggles of the
people. On this question, the Tito clique, too, has come out
to help U.S. imperialism, setting the struggle for world
peace against the national and democratic movements
which oppose imperialist oppression and other struggles
waged by the people; and distorting peaceful coexist-
ence between the two systems of socialism and capital-
ism into “genuine co-operation” between the oppressed
and the oppressor. This is a lie to deceive the people.
Everybody knows that the struggle between the oppressor
and the oppressed is a life-and-death struggle in which
one or the other must win. World peace and peaceful
coexistence between countries with different social
systems can be benefited only by waging resolute strug-
gles against imperialist oppression. The world working
class and the world workers’ movement have always op-
posed the imperialist policies of plunder and oppression.
It is entirely necessary and proper for us to sympathize
with and support the struggles of the oppressed nations
and peoples against imperialism and its lackeys, In the
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final analysis, such struggles are beneficial to the cause
of the peoples of the world for defending peace, and con-
stitute an integral part of their struggles to defend peace.

Liu Ning-I [urther pointed out, in this struggle, the
international workers’ movement should see to it that its
own activities are favourable, not unfavourable to the
struggle; it should teach the workers and people to raise
their vigilance against imperialism and not disseminate
illusions about imperialism among them. For instance, on
the quesiion of “aid to underdeveloped countries” we
must have a clear-cut class stand, strictly distinguishing
the two kinds of aid to foreign countries which are of
a completely different nature, namely: the aid to foreign
countries from the socialist countries and the foreign
“aid” from the imperialist countries. As has been pointed
out by many delegates in their speeches, the so-called
“aid” of the imperialists to the economically backward
countries is in fact a kind of export of capital, aiming to
irtensify nggression, exploitation and domination over
the recipient countries, to squeeze from them maximum
profits, and to foster the comprador bourgeoisie. It has
never meant to bring any blessing to the people of these
countries receiving such “aid.” To confuse the so-called
“aid” of the imperialists, namely the export of capital,
with the sincere and friendly assistance from the socialist
countries without any conditions attached, to prettify
the so-called “aid” of imperialism, and to advocate that
such “aid” should be welcomed by the economically
backward countries, is in fact to help imperialism
headed by U.S. imperialism to peddle colonialism so that
these countries cannot but become dependent on im-
perialism both politically and economically. No trade
union organizations truly representing the working-class
interests should ever allow this.

Liu Ning-I continued, what imperialism fears most
is the unity of the working class and the people of the
world. In the struggle to defend world peace, we must
form the broadest united front, and unite all forces that
can be united with, excluding the enemy. Precisely for
this reason, we welcome and support every effort made
by any slate, political party, organization, movement or
individual to safeguard world peace and oppose aggres-
sive wars. But, our workers’ movement of the world is
a militant proletarian movement. We must stand on the
battle front of the peoples of the world in their struggles
against imperialism and its lackeys and, starting from
this front, promote struggles, develop the international
united front, unite all the forces that can be united with,
and isolate imperialism, and U.S. imperialism in particular
to the greatest possible extent. Only thus can we give full
play to the militant role of the working class in the
struggle for world peace. Only thus can we educate the
masses of workers and the people, and gradually raise
the level of their consciousness from one of defending
immediate interests to one of winning long-term, funda-
menial interests. And only thus can we achieve the
goal of a broad unity, deal powerful blows to the im-
perialist forces of war, effectively prevent the danger of
war and defend world peace.

Liu Ning-I said, in order to check the danger of war
and safeguard world peace, we stand for negotiations
between the socialist and imperialist countries and,
through such negotiations to settle international dis-
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putes and reach agrcement on general disarmament and
prohibition of nuclear weapons or even conclude pacts
of mutual non-aggression belween naticns, We support
the persistent and unswerving cfforts the Soviet Union
has made in this respect. On June 2, the Soviet Govern-
ment put forward new proposals on general and com-
plete disarmament. This is still another effort on the
part of the Soviet Governmont for the realization of
disarmament. The Chinese Government has issued a
statement in support of these proposals of the Soviet
Government. (Sce p. 6.—Ed) We fully back the
statement of our Government. We know that the aggres-
sive nature of imperialism will never change. They will
not readily agree to hold negotiations unless they are at
their wit’s end; and even when they are forced to sit
down and hold negotiations, they will not readily reach
agreement with us. Granted they are forced to conclude
an agreement, they will tear it to pieces in perfidy.
This has been attested by innumerable historical facts.
No negotiations, in any case, can replace the struggle
of the working class and the masses of the peoples in
different countries. Speaking of holding negotiations,
whether for the sake of reaching an agreement helpful
to peace, or for the sake of maintaining such an agree-
ment, it is necessary to rely on the determined struggle
of the working class and the masses of the peoples of
all countries.

THE unity of the socialist camp headed by the Soviet

Union and the unity of the world working class and
the world workers’ movement are the surest guarantee
for the victory of the cause of the working class, Liu
Ning-I said. It is the sacred duty common to the working
class of the world to strengthen this great unity. The
Chinese workers and people have always shown concern
for this unity and protected it as they would the apple
of their eye. The All-China Federation of Trade
Unions has always regarded it as its international obliga-
tion to strengthen the unity and co-operation between
itself and the trade unions of other socialist countries, to
strengthen the unity and co-operation between itself and
the trade unions of the countries of the capitalist world,
to strive for and develop this unity and co-operation
within the world workers' movement, and consolidate and

enhance the strength of the World Federation of Trade
Unions.

We note with great joy the unprecedented growth
of the unity and solidarity of the world working class
and the world workers’ movement, Liu Ning-I continued.
In recent years, whether in the struggle for peace, or [or
national liberation and democracy, or fer safeguarding
the vital interests of the working class and for socialism,
the masses of workers and the trade union organizations
in different countries have exlensively developed contacts,
relations and united actions. As a banner of the unity
of the world workers’ movement, the World Federation
of Trade Unions has made great contributions and will
make further centributions in promoting the unity and
solidarity of the working class.

Liu Ning-I said, there are still divisions within the
ranks of the world working class and among the trade
union organizations of different nations, and this is forced
upon us by imperialism and the reactionaries of various
countries. Imperialism and the reactionaries in various
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countries have been trying for a long time to disrupt the
unity of the working class by wusing scabs and
right-wing socialists. Now, to such old tools new
tools have been added, namely, the modern revi-
sionists represented by the Tito clique who have de-
generated into renegades of the working class. Under the
cloak of Marxism-Leninism the modern revisionists are
specializing in activities to disrupt and undermine the
unity of the working class, and are playing a role which
could not otherwise be played by the right-wing socialists,
These tools, be they new or old, have a common feature,
that is, by advocating non-distinction between ourselves
and the enemy, between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie, between socialism and capitalism, and between
the oppressed and the oppressors, they try to sap the
revolutionary spirit of the working class, benumb its revo-
lutionary will, and morally disarm it. To heal this division
and to achieve the unity and solidarity of the working
class, we must draw a clear line of demarcation between
ourselves and the tools of the imperialists, old and new,
and wage a resolute struggle against their splitting and
wrecking activities. Unity comes about if we strive for
it through struggle, and it disappears if we strive for it

through compromise. This is the truth attested by the
entire history of the world workers’ movement.

Liu Ning-I said, the present situaticn is very favourable
to the people of the world in their struggle against im-
perialism and its lackeys. U.S. imperialism, the most
ferocious enemy of peace, has done all possible evil deeds,
completely lost the support of the people and landed itself
in unprecedented isolation. We are living in a great era in
which the people of the whole world are waging struggles
against imperialism and its lackeys. This great cra is
characterized by the fact that the East wind prevails over
the West wind. We have full confidence in the future
of the cause of striving for world peace and human pro-
gress. We firmly believe that so long as the force of the
socialist countries, the force of the oppressed nations
striving for national liberation and democracy, the force
cf the revolutionary proletariat in the capitalist countries
and the peace-loving forces all over the world continue
to grow, and so long as these forces are combined in
sustained struggles against the imperialist forces of war
headed by the United States, the working class and the
pecple of the world will certainly be able to effectively
prevent imperialist war and safeguard world peace.

On the Question of War and Peace

by LIU CHANG -SHENG

Following is a summary of a speech delivered by Liu
Chang-sheng, Vice-President of the World Federation of
Trade Unions and Vice-President of the All-China Federa-
tion of Trade Unions at the General Council Meeting of
the W.F.T.U. on June 8. — Ed.

IU CHANG-SHENG said that the question of war and
peace is one with which everyone is concerned and
he wished to express some views on this question. With
regard to the question of war and peace, he said, we have
always stood for safeguarding world peace, for peaceful
coexistence between countries with different social sys-
tems, for the relaxation of international tension and for
disarmament. But on this question there still exist some
problems involving basic principles that must be clarified,
otherwise people would go astray in regard to the ques-
tion of safeguarding peace.

As to what attitude we should adopt towards war,
Liu Chang-sheng said, we must first of all make a dis-
tinction as to its nature. A war between imperialist coun-
tries in a secramble for colonies is an unjust war. An im-
perialist war to suppress the colonial people and the peo-
ple at home and to commit aggression against other coun-
tries is also an unjust war. On the other hand, a revolu-
tionary war waged by the colonial peoples and by the
oppressed peoples of the imperialist countries for their own
liberation is a just war. Since the imperialists use armed
force to suppress the oppressed peoples and nations, the op-
pressed peoples and nations cannot but take up arms
themselves. We must stand for and uphold just revolu-
tionary wars, and oppose and stop unjust wars. It is
wrong to talk indiscriminately about whether or not war
should be supported or whether or not it should be op-
posed, without making a specific analysis of its nature.,
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Liu Chang-sheng continued: The question of whether
or not war can be averted, in our opinion, refers mainly
to a world war. As to whether a world war can be avert-
ed, it should be pointed out that, on the one hand, under
the conditions of the steady growth of the forces of
the socialist countries, the forces of the liberation
movements in the colonies and semi-colonies and the
forces of the revolutionary movements and peace move-
ments of the peoples of the countries the world over. and
the united struggle of these forces, there exists the possi-
bility of stopping the imperialists from unleashing a new
world war. But, on the other hand, so long as there is
imperialism, the root cause of war remains, the breeding
ground of war remains, and the war maniacs remain, and
that is why there still exists the danger of imperialism
launching a new world war. If we only talk about the
possibility of stopping the imperialists from launching a
world war, but not about the danger of imperialism
launching a world war, and are not on the alert against
the military adventures of the war maniacs, we will only
lull ourselves and the people. This will only help im-
perialism in its arms expansion and war preparations and,
once it launches a war, the peoples of various countries,
taken off guard, may be thrown into a state of alarm
and confusion and even suffer unduly heavy losses. It
is entirely wrong to believe that war can be eliminated
for ever while imperialism still exists. The spreading
of such illusions about imperialism among the peoples
of all lands will lead to evil consequences of a serious
nature and, in fact, we can already see such consequences
at present.

Liu Chang-sheng said that as to imperialist wars of
suppression against colonies and semi-colonies, national
liberation wars of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples

13



against imperialism, wars of suppression against the peo-
ple by the exploiting classes and people’s revolutionary
wars in the capitalist countries, wars of such nature
have always existed in history, and have never stopped
in the capitalist world since the Second World War. The
wars in Indo-China, in Algeria, over the issue of the Suez
Canal and in Cuba are all such wars. In the future. as
long as imperialism and the exploiting system are still in
existence, such wars of different nature will still be
unavoidable. The belief that wars of the above-men-
tioned types can be avoided is entirely wrong and con-
trary to fact. Such views will deprive the oppressed
peoples of their fighting spirit and in the face of armed
suppression by the enemy, prevent them from arming
themselves to actively fight the enemy, who is armed to
the tceth, and to liberate themselves. This will, in ef-

fect, keep the oppressed peoples for ever in the state
of enslavement.

Liu Chang-sheng went on: We stand for peaceful
coexistence between socialist and capitalist countries.
Since World War II. we socialist countries have spared
no effort in striving for peaceful coexistence and have
unswervingly pursued various policies of peace, but the
imperialist countries headed by the United States have
all along clung to their cold war policy. persisted in arms
expansion and war preparations and created tension. We
should make it clear to the people that they should not
be intimidated by the cold war waged by imperialism,
that they should resolutely oppose its cold war policy,
expose its ugly face and wage a head-on struggle against

it. Only thus can the cold war be prevented from de-
veloping into a hot one.

Liu Chang-sheng further stated: We must take into
full account the fact that because internal crises are wor-
sening day by day in the imperialist countries and because

they want to intensify their oppression and rule over
the people at home and in the colonial countries, the im-
perialists will, for a long time to come, keep up their
cold war policy, impose cold war on the people of the
world and continue to maintain their massive military
forces and the entire state machine. To safeguard world
peace and oppose imperialism will, therefore, be a long-
drawn-out struggle for the peoples of various countries.

Liu Chang-sheng said: We support the disarmament
proposals put forward by the Soviet Union. It is of course
inconceivable that imperialism will accept proposals for
general and complete disarmament. The purpose of put-
ting forward such proposals is to arouse the people
throughout the world to unite and oppose the imperial-
ist scheme for arms drive and war preparations, to un-
mask the aggressive' and bellicose nature of imperialism
before the peoples of the world in order to isolate the im-
perialist bloc headed by the United States to the greatest
extent, so that they will not dare unleash a war lightly.
But there are people who believe that such proposals
can be realized when imperialism still exists and that
the “danger of war can be eliminated” by relying on
such proposals. This is an unrealistic illusion. As to
the view that after disarmament, imperialism would use
the funds earmarked for war purposes for “the welfare
of the labouring masses” and for “assisting underdevel-
oped countries” and that this would “bring general pro-
gress to people as a whole without exception” — this is
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downright whitewashing and embellishing imperialism,
and indeed this is helping imperialism headed by th«
United States to dupe the people throughout the world.

Liu Chang-sheng pointed out that only when socialist
revolution is victorious throughout the world, can there
be a world free from war, a world without arms. Such
a world is inconceivable while imperialism still exists.
This is not a question of whether we want it or not; the
question is that the imperialists will never lay down their
arms of their own accord. They will not lay down their
arms because they want to suppress the people of their
own countries; they will not lay down their arms be-
cause they want to suppress the colonies; they will not
lay down their arms because they want to carry on ex-
pansion and aggression against other countries. History
has confirmed and will continue o confirm this.

E hold that the utmost efforts must be made to reach
agreement on the banning of nuclear weapons and to
prevent the outbreak of a nuclear war in the world, Liu
Chang-sheng said. The mastery of nuclear weap-
ons by the Soviet Union has now deprived U.S. im-
perialism of its atomic monopoly. The Soviet
Union and the other socialist countries should con-
tinue to develop their lead in the sphere of atomic energy
and at the same time the people throughout the world
should wage a more extensive struggle against imperial-
ism and against nuclear weapons. Only in these circum-
stances can such agreement be reached. But even if
agreement is reached, imperialism can still tear it to
pieces. And even if in their own interests the imperial-
ists dare not unleash a large-scale nuclear war, they
still can wage war with the so-called conventional weap-
ons. Therefore, in all circumstances people throughout
the world should maintain sharp vigilance against im-
perialism and should not adopt a naive attitude towards
U.S. and other imperialism.

Liu Chang-sheng pointed out: To win world peace,
the struggle of the world’s peoples and diplomatic ne-
potiations carried out by the socialist countries should
go hand in hand. It should not be supposed that since
diplomatic negotiations are needed, the struggle of the
peoples can thus be dispensed with. On the contrary,
diplomatic negotiations must be backed up by the united
struggle of the world’s peoples. To win world peace,
we should mainly rely on the struggles waged by the
peoples of various countries. We should increase the
might of the socialist countries, continuously develop the
strength of the liberation movements in colonial and de-
pendent countries, continuously expand the revolutionary
forces of the people within the imperialist countries,
and continuously expose the imperialist bloc headed by
the United States and the modern revisionists who are
in the service of imperialism. At the same time, we
should make full use of our tactics and exploit the con-
tradictions between the imperialist countries and the va-
rious monopoly capital groups within the imperialist
countries. We hold that as long as we make the above-
mentioned efforts and rally all the forces that can be
united around the anti-imperialist struggle to form a
broad united front, we can certainly defeat the bellicose
forces of imperialism and win the great victory in the de-
fence of world peace.
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RENMIN RIBAO

Working Class of the World Unite and March
Forward in the Struggle Against Imperialism

Following is a translation of the editorial published
in “Renmin Ribao” on June 10, 1960.— Ed.

IN the past few days the General Council of the World

Federation of Trade Unions has been holding its 11th
session in our capital. At this happy get-together delegates
from various countries, representing millions upon mil-
lions of working-class brothers all over the world, discussed
the burning question for the world working class today,
the question concerning the actions to be taken in their
fight. The meeting, after animated discussions, unan-
imously adopted a General Resolution on the Current
International Developments and the Present Activities and
Tasks of the Trade Union Movement, a Resolution
on the Coniribution of the Trade Unions to the
Fight Against Colonialism, and others. The meeting ended
in an atmosphere of friendship and solidarity. It will
undoubtedly further strengthen the unity of the working
class of all lands and further inspire them in their fight
against imperialism — first of all the struggle against the
U.S. imperialist policy of aggression and war — and for
the preservation of world peace. It will give fresh inspira-
tion to the people of the colonial countries to strive for
national independence and to the workers of all lands to
fight in defence of their vital interests. We extend our
warm greetings to the success of the meeting!

The meeting took place at a time when the socialist
camp headed by the Soviet Union is growing daily in
strength, when large-scale national and democratic move-
ments are sweeping Asia, Africa and Latin America and
the united strength of the working class, the labouring
people and all peace-loving people in the capitalist coun-
tries is becoming stronger with each passing day. In
addition, with the bringing to light of the crimes of U.S.
imperialism in sending espionage aircraft into the Soviet
Union and wrecking the four-power conference of the
heads of government, the double-dealing tactics of U.S.
imperialism and its gangster-chief Eisenhower — that is,
their “fake lessening of tension, real war preparations; fake
peace and real aggression” — have been completely ex-
posed. This enables the working class of all lands and the
people throughout the world to see more clearly that im-
perialism can hardly change its nature and that U.S.
imperialism is the most ferocious enemy of the people of
the world.

The current international situation is extremely
favourable for the working class and people of the whole
world. It is a characteristic of our times that the farces
of peace are prevailing over those of war, the forces of
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the people over those of reaction and the forces of social-
ism over thcse of imperialism. The working class and
people of all countries should take advantage of this ex-
cellent situation and concentrate all their strength on de-
feating the forces of aggression and war headed by U.S.
imperialism and they should continue to push forward
the cause of the people of all countries in defence of world
peace, for national independence, democratic freedoms
and socialism.

THE world workers’” movement has always been a mili-

tant, revolutionary movement; the world working
class has always stood in the forefront of the struggle
against imperialism and for the defence of world peace
and of all progressive and revolutionary movements. The
General Resolution on the Current International Develop-
ments and the Present Tasks and Activities of the Trade
Union Movement adopted by the meeting condemned U.S.
imperialist aggression and provocation, called on the work-
ing class and people of all countries to strengthen unity,
to defeat imperialism, first of all the U.S. imperialist policy
of aggression and war, to wipe out colonialism and defend
world peace through indefatigable and ever more power-
ful struggles. In their speeches at the meeting delegates
from various countries exposed and condemned the ag-
gressive imperialist bloc headed by the United States:
these speeches fully reflected the resolve and determina-
tion of the working class of all lands to fight against im-
perialism. Achadijat, head of the International Depart-
ment of the All-Indonesia Central Workers' Federation;
said: “The world working class is today facing a
common enemy — imperialism, headed by the U.S. im-
perialists. We Indonesians consider U.S. imperialism the
most dangerous enemy.” Ali Sultan Issa, a delegate
from Zanzibar, said: Only when the working class is
completely liberated from the system that gives rise to
war — the imperialist system — can there be real peace.
As long as the imperialist system exists there is always a
danger of world war, there is always fighting between op-
pressed and oppressors, the “protected” and the “protec-
tors.” Vincente Lombardo Toledano, Vice-President of the
W.F.T.U. and President of the Confederation of Latin
American Workers, said: “We must not harbour the illusion
that U.S. imperialism will voluntarily change its ideas. ...”
“It is our duty to spare no effort in mobilizing the work-
ing class and the masses of the people to expose imperial-
ism.” All these speeches show that the working class
should raise high its distinctive banner and only thus can
it play its vanguard role in the cause of lasting peace and
human progress.
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W.F.T.U. General Council Meeting in Peking

THE 11th Session of the General Council of the

World Federation of Trade Unions meeting in
Peking between June 5 and 9 called upon the working
class of the world to carry on an untiring, ever-
stronger and more united struggle to defeat imperi-
alism, in the first place the U.S. imperialist policy
of war and aggression, wipe out colonialism and
defend world peace.

The session heard on the first item on its agenda
a report by Marcel Bras in the name of General
Secretary Louis Saillant and on behalf of the
W.F.T.U. Executive Committee — International De-
velopments and the Present Activities and Tasks of
thé Trade Union Movement. This was followed by
a report on the second item on its agenda from

Ibrahim Zakaria — Contribution of the Trade Unions _

to the Struggle Against Colonialism. President
Agostino Novella made the opening and closing
addresses. Trade union leaders and representatives
from nearly 60 countries in all parts of the world
entered the discussions. They unanimously adopted

resolutions on both the first and second items on the
agenda (see page 17). They also voted umnimously.
for resolutions on the situation in Korea, solidarity
with the Cuban people, the situation in Japan and
on Algeria. Declarations were adopted on the situ-
ation in south Viet Nam, on the executions and arrests

- of Iranian workers and patriots, and on the continued

violation of trade union and democratic rights in
Greece. A message was sent to the workers of Spain *
and a telegram to the Government of the Congo.
These documents gave full expression to the great
solidarity of the working class of the world and its
dedication to militant struggle.

On the night of the closing session, more than
10,000 Peking workers assembled in the Great Hall
of the People to celebrate the meeting’s successful
conclusion. They greeted the W.F.T.U. delegates with
a prolonged standing ovation of several minutes and
repeatedly applauded the speakers from many lands

who expressed confidence in final working-class
victory.

The world working class has always resolutely sup-
ported the peoples of the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries in their struggle against colonialism and their fight
for national independence and democratic freedoms. This is
because their class brothers and the broad masses of the
people in these countries are ruthlessly exploited and even
frenziedly slaughtered by the colonialists. At present, the
struggles against colonialism being waged by the people
of the various countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America
are developing with vehement force and have violently
shaken the foundation of the world colonialist system. It
will not be long before colonialism is completely wiped
out. During the session, trade union delegates from
colonial and semi-colonial countries and areas declared
that the people of these countries must wage resolute
struggles against the colonialists under whose rule they
are. Blaise, the trade union delegate from the Ivory Coast,
said that Africa today has become the last foothold of
imperialism and colonialism, and that the struggles of
the African peoples are the final, decisive battles against
imperialism and colonialism.

THE unity of the socialist camp headed by the Soviet

Union and the unity of the world working class and the
world workers' movement are the most reliable guarantees
for the victory of the liberation of the world working
class. It is the sacred common task of the world working
class to safeguard and strengthen this great unity. The
imperialist bloc headed by the United States and the re-
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actionaries in various countries fear this unity most and
try to wreck it by every possible means. The imperialists
have never stopped using scabs and right-wing socialists
to split the unity of the working class. In recent years,
they have found a more suitable tool — the modern re-
visionists represented by the Tito clique—to play this
shameless role. The modern revisionists are trying to
split the international workers’ movement under the cloak
of Marxism-Leninism. They spread within the ranks of
the working class illusions and blur the demarcation line
between the enemy and ourselves in an attempt to liqui-
date the revoluiionary struggles of the working class and
maintain imperialist rule for ever. All this shows that
modern revisionism is the most dangerous enemy of the
international workers’ movement at the present time. It
is an important task of the world working class, therefore,
to continuously expose and smash the modern revisionists’
schemes to wreck the unity of the working class. The
delegate from Zanzibar spoke truly when he said that if
the international workers’ movement is to achieve its real
aim of liberating the working class throughout the world,
it must thoroughly expose and isolate the revisionists.

Holding aloft the bright banners of defence of peace,
opposition to imperialism and strengthening the unity of
the working class, the World Federation of Trade Unions,
relying on the strength of unity of the working class and
broad masses of people, will carry through the struggle
for the defence of the vital interests and complete libera-
tion of the working class, for social progress, for na-
tional independence, democratic freedoms, and for the
defence of world peace.

Peking Review



The General Resolution of the W.F.T.U.

Following is the full text of the General Resolution
on the first item of the agenda adopted at the 11th Session
of the General Council of the World Federation of Trade
Unions which was held in Peking, June 5 to 9, 1960. — Ed.

1. The General Council, which is holding its 11th
Session in Peking, notes that since the Fourth World
Trade Union Congress the forces of socialism and world
peace have increased considerably and have won unprec-
edented successes. This progress, as well as the upsurge
and the successes of the anti-colonialist and anti-im-
perialist struggle, and the strength of the movement for
demands in the capitalist countries, create objective con-
ditions that favour the reinforcement of the united strug-
gle of the workers to force the imperialists to enter into
serious negotiations and to accept disarmament and
peaceful coexistence, so as to eliminate the menace of a
world atomic war.

2. Hostile to this progress. the imperialists, faced
with the worsening of the general crisis of their system,
pay lip-service to peace, yet are multiplying their acts of
provocation and continue their preparations for war. By
sending a military plane over Soviet territory and later
cynically boasting that this was its deliberate policy,
American imperialism has given further confirmation of
the fact that it is the worst enemy of peace and of the
peoples. It bears full responsibility for the sabotage of
the summit conference. Thus the hopes of the peoples
were once again dashed. The W.F.T.U. General Council
as well as the workers of the whole world condemn
these American provocations against the Soviet Union as
a grave danger to peace and to the interests of the work-
ing class and the peoples in all countries.

3. The workers will understand better than ever
the imperative need to increase their vigilance in the
face of the aggressive policy of the ruling circles of the
United States and other Western powers, notably in West
Germany and Japan. Thanks to the strength of the peace
forces in the world, thanks to the peace policy of the so-
cialist camp and the many steps taken by the Soviet
Union, it has become really possible to avoid the menace
of an atomic war that would prove devastating, to im-
pose on the imperialists disarmament and the use of the
enormous resources that are at present being wasted on
the arms race for the economic, social and cultural pro-
gress of all the peoples. But it is necessary to make the
situation clear to the workers so that they should have
no illusions about the willingness of the imperialists to
accept disarmament.
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4. All workers must be convinced that only by the
untiring, ever-stronger and more united struggles of the
peoples throughout the world, and by the isolation of
imperialism, which is the source of war and aggression,
can the imperialist war policy be thwarted.

5. The General Council warmly welcomes the new
proposals put forward by the Soviet Union on June 2,
1960, aiming at developing and giving details of its plan
for universal and complete disarmament, and thus of-
fering further proof of its tireless efforts in the service
of peace, despite the provocations by United States’
leaders.

6. These proposals concern in particular the ban-
ning and destruction, under international control, of all
means of delivering nuclear weapons to their targets,
linked with the elimination of all military bases on
foreign soil, the banning of atomic, chemical and bac-
teriological weapons, the dissolution of armed forces and
elimination of military budgets. The General Council
recommends to the trade unions to make these proposals
widely known to the workers, so that the latter will
actively support them.

7. The General Council considers that under these
conditions the preservation and consolidation of peace
remains among the fundamental aims of the struggle of
the international trade union movement. Thus, it con-
siders that it is essential to unmask imperialist ma-
noeuvres and to work constantly for common action:

— for the relaxation of international tension and
peaceful coexistence;

— for universal and complete disarmament;

— for the elimination of military bases on foreign
soil;

—for a cessation of nuclear tests and a ban on
nuclear arms; z

— for the liberation and national independence of the
peoples;

— for democracy;

— against the rebirth of German militarism and for
its liquidation by the signing of a peace treaty with the
two German states; for the transformation of West Berlin
into a free, demilitarized city;

— against the rebirth of Japanese militarism and for
the abrogation of the Japan-U.S, military treaty.
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8. Conscious of the close bonds that link the struggle
for the relaxation in international tension to the anti-
colonialist and anti-imperialist struggle for independence,
the General Council salutes and supports the heroic fight
of the Algerian people for independence. It calls upon
all workers and trade unions to strengthen their active
solidarity in favour of the struggle of their Algerian
brothers, and to demand that the French Government
stop the colonial war in Algeria. It greets and warmly
supports the struggle of the people of Turkey and the
popular uprising in south Korea that led to the downfall
of Syngman Rhee. The struggle of the Korean people,
which continues, will force the withdrawal of the
American armed forces and promote the peaceful unifica-
tion of the country. It gives its entire support to the
powerful movement of the workers and people of Japan
for the abrogation of the Japan-U.S. treaty of military
alliance, against the rebirth of militarism and for the
liquidation of military bases. It expresses its warm
solidarity with the workers and trade unions of Vene-
zuela, Argentina, Chile and above all with the people
of Cuba who are courageously and unitedly defending
the economic and social gains won by the popular and
democratic revolution and the national sovereignty of
their country.

9. After having examined the economic situation in
the capitalist countries, the General Council notes that
its essential characteristics are the progressive militariza-
tion of the economy, increased monopoly concentration
and a considerable increase in productivity due to speed-
up and automation to the sole profit of the monopolies.
A certain recovery followed the crisis of 1958-59. It
proved incapable of eliminating unemployment which
in some countries became chronic and in general remained
at a high level, particularly in certain important branches
of industry.

10. The capitalist monopolies and the governments
in their service are attacking the purchasing power of
wages, trade union and democratic rights. Thousands of
trade union leaders have been arrested and imprisoned.
Tens of thousands of strikers have been victims of police
repression and employers’ sanctions in Greece, Spain,
Argentina and other countries. The workers and the
people in certain countries, such as the Union of South
Africa, are suffering from savage racist repression.

11. The General Council draws attention to the fact
that this anti-trade union offensive is accompanied by
the adoption of new laws which attempt to legalize the
violation of fundamental rights, among them the right
to strike, inscribed in the Charter of the Workers’ Trade
Union Rights, adopted by the W.F.T.U. in 1954.

12. The deepening of the general crisis in the
capitalist world contrasts increasingly sharply with the
unprecedented economic, social, scientific and cultural
developments of all the socialist countries where the
people have become the masters of their own country.
These developments, which free the productive forces of
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society, permit a continuous and remarkable increase in
purchasing power, an improvement in working conditions,
social advantages and in the general living standards of
the mass of the people in these countries. The workers
of the world appreciate the full importance of the most
recent measures of the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet
Union, announcing the generalization of the seven- and
six-hour working day and the gradual abolition over
six years of income tax for workers, as well as the ex-
tension of the role and rights of the trade union or-
ganizations in the socialist countries.

13. The General Council sends its warm congratula-
tions to the workers, men and women, of the socialist
countries, particularly the workers of the Soviet Union
and China, for their remarkable successes in the economic
and social field. Thanks to their creative enthusiasm
this social system is yearly winning victories of far-
reaching importance which are also victories for the en-
tire working class of the world and for the cause of
peace.

14. It greets the millions of workers and trade
unions in the capitalist countries who are carrying on
exceptionally strong united struggles for wages, shorter
working hours and the defence of trade union rights. The
strike movement which reached an extent rarely known
since the last world war was remarkable in Argentina,
Japan, the United States, France, Italy, Belgium and
other countries. It showed the sharpening of the class
struggle in the present period, the desire for unity, and
the remarkable militancy of the working class. This
development gives a categoric refutation to the “theories”
of class collaboration which the monopolies and certain
trade union leaders spread continuously among the work-
ers, trying to divert them from their struggles. The
workers must denounce and reject all attempts to win
over the trade union movement to positions of class col-
laboration, increasing their common actions for:

— the reduction of working hours without loss of
pay;

—a general increase in wages;

— the right to work, the defence of employment and
assistance to the unemployed;

— the creation, protection and widening of social
security systems;

— the defence of trade union rights and liberties;
— the limitation of the power of the monopolies.

These demands should permit fresh progress in united
action.

15. The General Council recommends all workers
and trade unions to intensify their action for trade union
rights and democratic liberties, and for the release of
all imprisoned trade unionists.

16. To help bring about on the international level
the indispensable common front of workers and trade
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unions in the face of these attacks, the General Council
instructs the W.F.T.U. Secretariat to examine with all
organizations concerned the setting up of an international
trade union commission for the defence and safeguard-
ing of victims ‘of repression against the trade unions.

17. The General Council notes that the demand for
a reduction of working hours in general and the demand
for a forty-hour week in highly industrialized capitalist
countries have been unanimously put forward by various
organizations. These demands correspond to an essential
and increasingly urgent requirement of the working class.
On this basis and in order to assist the bringing together
of trade union and working-class forces in the face of
monopolist concentration in the common market, the
General Council instructs the Secretariat to call a Euro-
pean trade union conference on the forty-hour week in
the first quarter of 1961. Trade union centres from other
continents should be invited to this conference, so as later
to popularize the experiences gained.

18. Taking account also of the attacks on social
security systems in many capitalist countries and of the
necessity to improve existing systems, the General Coun-
cil resolves to call a meeting of a broad International
Trade Union Commission of Action for Social Security.
The purpose of this commission will be to stimulate new
developments in united action and international solidarity
on this question.

19. The General Council notes with satisfaction that
the upsurge of the struggle for demands has recently
been accompanied by considerable progress in unity of
action in the different capitalist countries. On the basis
of their experience, the workers are increasingly coming
to understand that their struggle is more effective when
the rank and file is united in common action for clearly-
defined common aims. Discussion with the workers them-
selves at local, regional and national levels, and the
formulation of demands which are closest to their
needs in the given situation, is a necessary condition for
the achievement of united action, which requires more
and more initiative by all organizations.

20. Unity is consolidated in action and by action on
a class basis. It must be brought about in a clear man-
ner, exposing constantly with facts the pretexts and
manoeuvres of those opposed to unity.

As a result of the progress in unity of action in
different capitalist countries and in order to oppose the
coalition of the monopolies, positive developments in
favour of unity are appearing at the international level.

21. In spite of the stubborn opposition of certain
I.C.F.T.U. leaders, the idea that meetings and discussions
between national and international trade union organiza-
tions of all trends are today possible and indispensable,
is gaining ground among more and more trade union
leaders, particularly in the middle ranks of trade unions
not affiliated to the W.F.T.U.
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22. In bilateral and multilateral contacts, trade union
organizations are seeking the best methods of dealing in
common with the main problems facing the workers in
their struggle against the imperialists and the monopolies:

— the preservation of peace;
— the anti-colonial struggle;
— the main economic and social demands;

—united action against the monopolies on the na-
tional and international level;

— the struggle for trade union rights and democratic
liberties.

23. The General Council welcomes and approves in
particular the activities of the Committee for Co-ordina-
tion and Action in the Common Market Countries, as well
as the steps taken by the International Trade Union Com-
mittee for Solidarity with the Workers and People of
Algeria. The exchanges of trade union delegations be-
tween capitalist and socialist countries and also among
capitalist countries, the bilateral and multilateral agree-
ments among organizations of various affiliation ad-
vocated by the Fourth World Trade Union Congress, have
increased remarkably in the last few years.

24. The General Council welcomes the fact that the
trend towards trade union unity is growing stronger
throughout entire continents, such as Africa and Latin
America, in spite of the considerable obstacles raised by
certain leaders of the I.C.F.T.U. It denounces the stub-
born refusal of the I.C.F.T.U. leadership to reply to the
many proposals made to it over a period of nearly ten
years by the W.F.T.U. for joint action at the international
level for the preservation of peace, to support more effec-
tively the movement for national independence and to
win satisfaction for the workers’ vital economic and social
demands.

25. The General Council calls on all workers and
trade unions to pursue and intensify exchanges of dele-
gations and bilateral and multilateral contacts among in-
dividual unions, national trade unions and centres, in
order to increase common action for peace, for demands,
for trade union freedoms, and for the eradication of
colonialism.

26. In this year of the W.F.T.U.’s 15th anniversary,
the General Council invites them to celebrate this event
by meetings and conferences recalling how, and in what
conditions, the World Federation of Trade Unions was
born in 1945 in the common struggle of the workers
and people throughout the world against fascism and for
a lasting peace.

27. The General Council of the Warld Federation
of Trade Unions is convinced that this session will help
to strengthen unity in the struggle waged by the work-
ing class and trade unions in all countries.

Peking, June 9, 1960
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