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Six Collections of Excerpts from Lenin’s
Writings and Speeches

To commemorate the 90th anniversary of the birth of Lenin and to extensively prop-
agate Leninism, the Foreign Languages Press of China has recently published six collec-
tions of excerpts of Lenin’s writings and speeches. The booklets are entitled:

1. Lenin on Imperialism, the Eve of the Proletarian Social Revolution
Lenin on Proletarian Revolution and Proletarian Dictatorship
Lenin on the National Liberation Movement

Lenin on War and Peace

Lenin on the Struggle Against Revisionism

I N

Lenin on the Revolutionary Proletarian Party of a New Type

Leninism is Marxism of the epoch of imperialism and the proletarian socialist rev-
olution. Under new historical conditions, Lenin not only restored the revolutionary con-
tent of Marxism which had been emasculated by the revisionists of the Second Interna-
tional, but further developed the revolutionary spirit of Marxism. By so doing, he carried
Marxism forward into a new stage, pointing out to all the exploited classes and oppressed
peoples the bright road that leads to true emancipation from capitalist-imperialist enslave-
ment and freedom from poverty and that leads to socialism.

In this great, new epoch of today in which imperialism is rotting with each pass-
ing day, while for socialism things are getting better and better every day, in the resolute
and sharp struggle to oppose imperialism, particularly U.S. imperialism, and modern
revisionism, all the great teachings of Marx and Lenin are still of fundamental import-
ance as guides. Reading Lenin's works today, one finds them as correct, vivid and
timely as if they had just been written. Leninism is eternal truth and will live for ever.

These six collections of excerpts from Lenin’s works fully express the revolution-
ary spirit of Leninism, especially its hatred for imperialism and all reactionaries and its
uncompromising, thoroughgoing militancy in the struggle against these enemies.

They teach people that they should fully understand the nature of imperialism
and constantly maintain revolutionary vigilance; that they must entertain no illusions
about imperialism but fight it to the end.

They also teach people that the fight against imperialism must be linked with the
struggle against revisionism, otherwise it will be impossible for the cause of prolefarian
socialist revolution to progress.

Editions in Russian, English, French, Spanish, Japanese and

German translations are now available.

Published by: FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (37), China
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ROUND THE WEEK

Pardons Granted

Chairman Liu Shao-chi of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China issued an
order on November 19 granting par-
dons to those war criminals of the
Chiang Kai-shek clique and the puppet
“Manchukuo” regime who have really
turned over a new leaf. The action
was taken in accordance with a de-
cision on this question made by the
Standing Committee of the National
People's Congress.

In particular, the order specifies that
it they have shown a real change of
heart and behaved well, those war
criminals who have been imprisoned
for ten years are to be released; those
given death sentences with two years’
suspension and who have already serv-
ed one year of their sentence may have
their sentence reduced to life impri-
sonment or imprisonment for 15 years
or more; and those sentenced to life
imprisonment who have served seven
years of their sentence may have their
suntence reduced to imprisonment for
ten years or more.

More Shed “Rightist Cap”

In accordance with the joint decision
of the Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party and the State
Council of September 1959 on mea-
sures concerning rightist elements

- who have truly remoulded themselves,

the central organs of the state and
the democratic parties have recently
decided that another group of more
than 260 rightists who have turned
over a new leaf, shall not be designated
as rightists any more, that is, shall
have the “rightist cap” removed from
them. Included in this group are
Huang Shao-hung, Liu Wang Li-ming,
Chien Wei-chang, Wang Pao-chen,
Tung Wei-chuan, Sung Yun-pin, Li
Chun-lung, Li Po-chiu, Tan Ti-wu,
Teng Chi-hsing and Lou Pang-yen.

Buddhist Congress in Tibet

The Second Congress of the Tibet
Branch of the Chinese Buddhist As-

sociation, held in Lhasa between
November 18 and 21, was a smashing
rebuttal to the slanders spread by the
imperialists and foreign reactionaries
about the so-called “extermination of
religion” in Tibet.

The various sects of Tibetan Bud-
dhism were well represented at the
cengress.  Among the 98 delegates
were Gahden Tsripa Thubten Kunga,
96th successor to Tsong Ka-Pa, found-
er of the Yellow ‘Sect; Kansu Chien-
pai-Tzuli from the Daipung Monastery,
one of the three great monasteries
near Lhasa; Living Buddha Tsemon-
ling from the Rabchen Monastery in
Lhasa; Living Buddha Dingel from the
Tashi-Lampo Monastery in Shigatse;
the woman Living Buddha Dorje-
Phagmo from the Samding Monastery
(Red Sect) in Gyantse; and Drunyig
Dorje-Dradiil from the Sakya Monas-
tery (Sakya Sect).

In his speech at the congress, the
Eminent Hologthu Pebala Cholieh-
Namje, from the Chamdo area, praised
the Chinese Communist Party for its
‘adherence to the policy of freedom of
religious belief in Tibet. “To the
Buddhists, Tibet today is a really pure
land. The abolition of feudal oppres-
sion, exploitation and privilege in the
monasteries during the democratic re-
form has enabled monks and laymen
to enjoy a peaceful religious life,” he
declared.

Speakers at the congress were un-
animous in lauding the Government
for protecting the monasteries and cul-
tural relics and for the consideration
shown to the lamas.

The congress adopted a resolution
calling on Buddhists in Tibet to
strengthen their unity, help implement
the Government’s policy of freedom of
religious belief, take an active part in
patriotic and anti-imperialist activities
and the social reform movement and
study the policies of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and laws of the People’s
Government, F° S to contribute to



To the Coumtryside

building a democratic and socialist
Tibet,

Growth of a People’s Commune

Down in Hsingjen County, Kwei-
chow Province, ‘“Panchiachuang” is
the talk of the day! By scrupulously
implementing the policies of the Com-
munist Party and relying on the
masses, this rural people’s commune
has, since its establishment, chalked
up success after success and ushered
in an era of prosperity for its peasant
members,

Though Panchiachuang reaped a
bumper harvest in 1958, it outdid
itself in 1959 with another substantial
boost in grain output. Holding enough
reserve for its own food, fodder and
seed needs, it was able to sell to the
state 42 per cent more grain than
originally planned. That year also
wifnessed a 40 per cent increase in
the commune’s stock of pigs, 8.9 per
cent in cattle, and 11 per cent in
poultry. This year, despite a serious
and prolonged dry spell, Panchia-
chuang equalled its 1959 grain pro-
duction.

The Panchiachuang cadres paid
particular attention to strengthening
the production brigades, the basic
units of the people’s commune.
Aside from helping them draw up their
production plans, the commune clearly
defined the brigades’ rights regarding
organization of production, capital
construction, financial management
and the operation of welfare facilities.
It also assisted the brigades in setting
up such industries as farm implements
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repair and fertilizer plants. For the
poor brigades, it provided added direc-
tion and aid. By allocating to them
funds from state loans, they were
enabled to catch up with the well-
to-do brigades.

The commune also consulted with
its brigades on fixing output targets,
workdays required and costs for their
teams — the basic unit for organiz-
ing production — and in apportioning
part of any output over and above its
target for the payment of awards.
Following the principle of democratic
centralism, all production plans of the
teams were thoroughly discussed by
their members before being adopted
and then approved by the brigades.
Such practices, along with strict
adherence to the principle of “from
each according to his ability, to each
according to his work,” have played a
significant role in stimulating the in-
itiative of the commune members.
Last year, over 70 per cent of the 261
production teams in the
commune won awards for
overfulfilling their fixed S
targets. % -

By devoting its main
energy to leading and
developing the production
brigades, the commune
also made vast strides
centrally. Using public
funds derived from the
brigades the commune
last year set up a farm imple-
ments plant, a paper mill, a forestry
station, several animal husbandry
farms and built eight small reservoirs
to irrigate the land of 13 brigades. In
addition, it built and repaired sections
of highways and gave financial sup-
port to the commune’s own primary
schools and homes for the aged.

Another byword among cadres in
Panchiachuang is “as you tackle the
question of increased production,
tackle the question of improving live-
lihood.” Many take a personal hand
in running the community dining-
rooms where members eat. As a rule
each production team has its own
dining-room. It allots from 3 to 5 per
cent of its land to the dining-room to
grow enough vegetables to meet its
needs and feed the dining-room'’s
pigs and poultry. By constantly
soliciting the opinions and suggestions
of commune members and regularly
reporting on its finances, the majority
of the community dining-rooms are
well run and consequently have won
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the full approval and support of the
peasants.

Still another feature of the com-
mune is the faithful implementation
of the Party’s policy of cadres working,
living, eating and consulting with the
masses. With a hoe, a sickle and other
small farm tools always to hand, they
stand ever-ready to work alongside
rank-and-file commune members as
well as direct the work.

The mainspring of Panchiachuang's
growing prosperity lies in its meticu-
lous and all-round implementation of
the three-level (commune, production
brigade and production team) system
of ownership with the brigade as
the basic unit. This system, it will
be recalled, was laid down by the
Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party early in 1959.
Numerous other rural people’s com-
munes in China, by implementing this
policy to the letter, have succeeded

in bringing into play the full advan-
tages of the commune form of
organization.

Health Workers to the Farms

Thousands upon thousands of med-
ical and health workers are flocking
to the humming countryside. In the
fields, on construction sites, in com-
munity kitchens, creches and kinder-
gartens, they are to be found right in
the “frontline,” applying their skills
and devoting their energies to the
general welfare and health of rural
commune members. This is their con-
lribution to the current nationwide
support-agriculture campaign.

In Chekiang Province, over 20,000
such medical workers are making the
rounds in countryside and mountainous
areas. Shihchiachuang, Hopei Province,
has witnessed an exodus of 80 per cent
of the city’s health workers to the
surrounding villages. During the busy
farming season, tents are pitched right
in the fields where not only is treat-
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ment given to the sick or injured but
classes are held on general hygiene or
to train health workers. From Sining,
capital of Chinghai, comes word of the
wholesale transfer of two outpaient
clinics to the rural areas.

Members of medical colleges too
have gene out to the farms. Faculty
members and students of the Shenyang
Medical College have organized special
teams to spread a knowledge of public
hygiene and train medical and health
workers in the countryside. On the
basis of first-hand surveys and re-
search, they have written a book on
public health in rural people’s com-
munes.

In many provinces, the medical
workers going to the countryside ex-
tended the scope of their work to in-
clude among other things helping to
run community kitchens and other
welfare facilities and participating in
production (looking after the scientific
treatment of night-soil, for instance).
Practising the “four shares” — eating,
living, working and consulting with the
peasants, they have made themselves
one with the masses and at the same
time made public hygiene a truly
public concern in reality as well as
in name.

Another popular form of support
widely practised in public health cir-
cles today is the “hook up” between
city and countryside. By this is meant
the establishment of permanent con-
tacts between urban health depart-
ments and their county and rural ¢om-
mune counterparts. Thus urban med-
ical centres regularly send experi-
enced doctors to county and rural com-
mune hospitals to provide guidance
and treatment in difficult cases, con-
duct general check-ups and sometimes
even set up local medical schools.

The health workers' massive support
to the countryside is still gathering
momentum, but already it has dem-
onstrated its mighty force in the
rapidly rising standards of China’s
recently established nationwide rural
medical service.

Workers Write Papers

Latest reports from Lanchow Oil
Refinery indicate that workers at
this oil centre are busy not only oper-
ating machines, but writing technical
papers and making technical reports
as well. In fact, they have already
produced some 500 such papers.
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Since the refinery opened its
technical revolution and technical in-
novations drive, a host of new tech-
niques, new technological data and
advanced operational experiences have
come to the fore. In order to turn
these new practices to full account,
the leadership at the refinery hit upon
this rather unusual method.

As in all other things, workers at
the refinery rely on the strength of
the collective in drawing up their
technical papers. Whether finally
written individually or collectively,
the content of the papers reflect and in-
corporate the essence of the thorough-
going discussion and pooling of
many people’s experiences and ideas.
Often, after a subject is chosen, ex-
haustive research is conducted by a
whole group. And because the facts
and thinking presented come straight
from production and embody the
wisdom of seasoned workers, appren-
tices as well as technicians, these pa-
pers are usually characterized by both
an abundance of data and freshness
of ideas.

There are, of course, many obvious
advantages in this enterprising effort.
In guiding the workers to solve key
problems of production, the leadership
at the refinery has opened up bot-
tomless springs of ingenuity which
can be applied to production swiftly
and effectively. At the same time, as
in the case of the scientists men-
tioned earlier in these columns, such
collective writing is a good way to
summarise and popularize the scat-
tered, advanced experience hitherto
known to only the few concerned.
And what’s more, the writing of

technical papers impels workers to dig
deeper into their work and research,
and
All this helps to fur-

thereby raising their cultural
technical levels.

Catering and Health Services
to the Fields

Sketches by Chiang Hsien-ching

ther bridge the gap between manual
and mental labour.

Hot Meals at Pit Bottom

At Penki Colliery, northeast China,
where daily output continues to soar,
welfare services too are getting better
and better. Miners working under-
ground can get a hot lunch right down
in the pits where they work. Piping
hot food prepared in surface dining-
recoms is sent down to them 200 metres
below ground. Instituted early last
year, this considerate service ended
the “cold snack for lunch” practice in
the pit.

In the days of the Japanese impe-
rialist occupation and Kuomintang
rule, miners at Penki and elsewhere
in China had to work underground
14 to 15 hours at a stretch without
a meal break. There was no question
then of snacks laid on either cold or
hot. Serious stomach disorders were
then a common miners’ occupational
disease. After liberation, the Penki
mining administration took many mea-
sures to improve miners’ living and
working conditions and health. Men
cngaged in heavy or underground
work were allotted special, nutritious
foods. In 1958, lunch counters were
established down the pits where un-
cerground workers could get hot meals
during rest periods. Still, miners
working at faraway faces often neg-
lected to go, not wanting to waste
time on the walk there and back. Go-
ing into this question with the miners,
leading comrades of the mining ad-
ministration were given the idea of
the present handy service and put it
into practice as soon as possible.

We have cited this instance of the
Penki miners in detail because it is
typical of attitudes to the worker in
China today: “Do all
you can for the man
who is producing.”
Hence this attention to
impreving working and
living conditions. Pre-
cisely because the lead-
ership is doing this
at this same time
as it attends to
production problems,
community dining-
rooms in factories and
mines alike are being
better run.
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RENMIN RIBAO

Give Full Play to the Revolutionary Spirit
Of the 1957 Moscow Declarations

Following is a translation of an editorial published in
“Renmin Ribao” on November 21. — Ed.

ULLY three years have passed since the publication of
the Moscow Declaration and Peace Manifesto adopted
at the Moscow Meetings of the Communist and Workers’
Parties of various countries. These are two documents
of historic significance. In the past three years they have
played a tremendous positive role in the struggle of the
people throughout the world for peace, democracy,
national independence and socialism.

The Moscow Declaration points out that *“the main
content of our epoch is the transition from capitalism to
socialism which was begun by the Great October Socialist
Revolution in Russia”; that “while socialism is on the
upgrade, imperialism is heading towards decline”; and that
“the progress of socialism and of the national-liberation
movement has greatly accelerated the disintegration of
imperialism.” What has happened in the past three years
has further confirmed these correct theses.

Major world events in the past three years are:

The socialist camp, embracing one-third of the world’s
population, is growing stronger with each passing day. It
has been thriving economically and its industry and agri-
culture have been developing rapidly. The Soviet Union,
after successfully launching the first artificial earth satel-
lite in 1957, scored many new successes in science and
technology for the conquest of space and left far behind
the most developed capitalist country.

In sharp contrast with the situation in the socialist
camp, the imperialist camp is daily on the decline. The
United States experienced its third postwar economic crisis
in 1957-58 and is now facing a new economic crisis. The
struggle has sharpened still further among the several
major capitalist countries for redivision of the capitalist
world market.

The policies of aggression and war pursued by the
imperialist bloc headed by the United States have met
with one reverse after another. The political strength of
the imperialist camp is weakening. U.S. imperialism which
is hostile to the people of the entire world is being en-
circled by the people all over the world.

Enormous progress has been made by the movement
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America against
imperialism and for national independence and democratic
freedom. The victory of the Cuban revolution, the proc-
lamation of independence by a whole number of African
countries, the heroic struggles of the peoples of Algeria,
Iraq, south Korea, Laos and Turkey against imperialism
and its lackeys and the Japanese people’s heroic struggle
against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys — all these events
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show that the national independence movement has en-
tered a period of new upsurge.

In the capitalist countries in Western Europe and
North America, the working class and other labouring
people have been waging extensive struggles for the right
to a decent living and for democratic rights, and strike
movements, both of an economic and a political nature,
have been launched one after another.

The world peace movement embracing broad masses
of the people is growing with every day that passes. The
broad united front against imperialism and for safeguard-
ing world peace is expanding.

The development of the situation in the past three
years demonstrates that the forces of socialism have furiher
surpassed the forces of imperialism, the forces of national
liberation have further surpassed the forces of colonialism,
the forces of the people have further surpassed the forces
of reaction and the forces of peace have further surpassed
the forces of war. This shows that the famous dictum
propounded by Ceomrade Mao Tse-tung three years ago,
that “the East wind has prevailed over the West wind,” is
perfectly correct.

In a word, the entire situation is highly favourable
to the people of the whole world and unfavourable to
imperialism and all reactionaries. Any view that over-
estimates the strength of imperialism and underestimates
the strength of the people is contrary to the Moscow
Declaration and is utterly wrong.

THE Moscow Declaration has exposed the various con-
tradictions inherent in the imperialist system and the
aggressive nature of imperialism. It says:

“In the imperialist countries the contradictions between
the productive forces and production relations have become
more acute” and that “the capitalist economy is bound to
encounter new deep slumps and crises.”

“In the greater part of the capitalist world, particularly
in the colonial and dependent countries, millions of work-
ing people still live in poverty.”

“There is a sharpening of contradictions not only be-
tween the bourgeoisie and the working class but also
between the monopoly bourgeoisie and all sections of the
people, between the U.S. monopoly bourgeoisie on the
cne hand and the peoples, and even the bourgeoisie, of the
other capitalist countries on the other.”

The Moscow Declaration also points out: “The ag-
gressive imperialist circles of the United States, by pursuing
the so-called ‘positions of strength’ policy, seek to bring
most countries of the world under their sway and to
hamper the onward march of mankind in accordance with
the laws of social development.” Therefore, ‘“they are
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becoming the centre of world reaction, the sworn enemies
of the people.”

Based on these correct analyses, the Moscow Declara-
tion arrives at the correct conclusion:

“So long as imperialism exists there will always be
soil for aggressive wars.”

At the same lime, the Peace Manifesto also correctly
points out:

“Where does the threat to peace and the security of
the peoples come from? From the capitalist monopolies
who have a vested interest in war and amassed unprece-
dented riches from the two world wars and the current
arms drive.”

The Pcace Manifesto puts it quite right:

“However, neither the Communist Parties nor any of
the socialist countries have any motive or reason for
launching wars or military attacks on other countries, for
seizing alien soil. The Soviet Union and people’s China
both have vast expanses of land and untold natural riches.
In all the socialist countries there are no classes or social
groups interested in war.”

All these theses are truths of Marxism-Leninism. The
countries of our socialist camp have always opposed the
unleashing of wars by imperialism, adhered to a foreign
policy of peace and advocated peaceful coexistence among
countries with different social systems. But the modern
revisionists, represented by the renegade Tito clique, in
their service to imperialism, deliberately stand things on
their heads; while asserting that imperialism would “for-
sake wars,” they shamelessly smear the socialist countries
as “longing for wars.” This once again reveals their true
features as lackeys of imperialism.

T is precisely because there still exists the danger of im-
perialism unleashing war in the world that the Moscow
Declaration points out: “All the nations must display the
utmost vigilance in regard to the war danger created by
imperialism.”
It says: “The Communist Parties regard the struggle
for peace as their foremost task. Together with all the
peace-loving forces, they will do their best to prevent war.”

It further says: “At present the forces of peace have
so grown that there is a real possibilily of averting war.”

The task of the people of various countries, therefore,
is to turn the possibilily of averting world war into a
reality.

The Moscow Declaration points out that reliance must
be placed on the joint struggle of the forces of the socialist
camp and all peace-loving forces in order to avert world
war, and to strive for lasting world peace. It says: “The
cause of peace is upheld by the powerful forces of our
era: the invincible camp of socialist countries headed by
the Soviet Union; the peace-loving countries of Asia and
Africa taking an antli-imperialist stand and forming, to-
gether with the socialist countries, a broad peace zone; the
international working class ‘and above all ils vanguard —
the Communist Parties; the liberation movement of the
peoples of the colonies and semi-colonies; the mass peace
movement of the peoples; the peoples of the European
countries who have proclaimed neutrality, the peoples of
Latin America and the masses in the imperialist countries
themselves are [irmly resisting plans for a new war. An
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Unity Is Strength

alliance of these mighty forces could prevent war, but
should the bellicose imperialist maniacs venture, regardless
of anything, to unleash a war, imperialism would doom
itself to destruction, for the peoples would no longer
tolerate a system that brings them so much suffering and
exacts so many sacrifices.”

This is to say, peace can be most effectively safe-
guarded only by incessantly strengthening the socialist
camp, the national liberation movement, the people’s strug-
gles in the capitalist countries, the forces of all peace-
loving people and the unity of all these forces and by
waging a joint struggle. The broader and stronger this
united front of the peace forces against the unleashing
of war by imperialism and the more extensive and in-
tensive its struggles, the firmer will be the guarantee
for world peace.

HE might and solidarity of the countries of the socialist

camp, headed by the Soviet Union, is the main force
in opposing imperialism and defending world peace. At
the same time, the movement for defending world peace
and the revolutionary struggles of the various peoples for
national liberation, democratic freedom and socialism are
inter-connected, mutually consistent and complementary to
each other. The development of the liberation movement
of the oppressed nations and peoples of the world and the
victories of their revolutionary struggles constitute an
extensive force for preventing imperialism from unleashing
war and for defending world peace.

After the end of World War II, U.S. imperialism, by
using the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries to wage a civil
war, tried to wipe out the Chinese people’s revolutionary
forces and turn China into its colony and military base
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for attacking the Soviet Union and carrying out aggres-
sion against Asia. But the Chinese people, compelled to
fight a patriotic revolutionary war in self-defence, finally
defeated the attack of the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries
and smashed the U.S. imperialists’ rabid schemes of
aggression against China. The victory of the Chinese
people’s revolution has greatly strengthened the forces
defending world peace. The same point is proved by the
development and victories of the people’s revolutionary
movements in many Asian, African and Latin American
countries. Those views which oppose the revolutionary
struggles of the various peoples to the struggle for defend-
ing world peace are, therefore, very wrong.

MARXISM-LENINISM has always held that revolution
can neither be exported nor imported and that revolu-
tions of the peoples of various countries are the outcome of
the development of the class struggle and the product of
the revolutionary awakening and revolutionary demands
of the peoples of the respective countries. All oppressed
nations and peoples will sooner or later rise in revolution
and the socialist system will eventually replace the capi-
talist system. The Moscow Declaration says rightly:

“By this policy these anti-popular, aggressive im-
perialist forces are courting their own ruin, creating their
own grave-diggers.”

It adds: “The working people of the capitalist coun-
tries live in such conditions as convince them more and
more that the only way out of their grave situation lies
through socialism.”

This is an objective law of social development nobody
can change.

The Moscow Declaration has summed up the common
laws governing the socialist revolution and socialist con-
struction. These laws are: “Guidance of the working
masses by the working class, the core of which is the
Marxist-Leninist party, in effecting a proletarian revolu-
tion in one form or another and establishing one form
or another of the dictatorship of the proletariat; the al-
liance of the working class and the bulk of the peasantry
and other sections of the working people; the abolition of
capitalist ownership and the establishment of public owner-
ship of the basic means of production; gradual socialist
reconstruction of agriculture; planned development of the
national economy aimed at building socialism and com-
munism, at raising the standard of living of the working
people; the carrying out of the socialist revolution ih the
sphere of ideology and culture and the creation of a
numerous intelligentsia devoted to the working class, the
working people and the cause of socialism:; the abolition
of national oppression and the establishment of equality
and fraternal friendship between the peoples; defence of
the achievements of socialism against attacks by external
and internal enemies; solidarity of the working class of
the country concerned with the working class of other
countries, that is, proletarian internationalism.” These
laws are not only applicable to those countries which have
already embarked on the road of socialism, but will also
be the guiding principles hereafter for the peoples of vari-
ous countries in carrying out their socialist revolution and
socialist construction.

The entire theory of Marxism-Leninism serves the
revolutions of the world proletariat and of the peoples of
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various countries. The revolutionary spirit is the soul of
Marxism-Leninism. The combination of a strict scientific
spirit and a high degree of revolutionary spirit is the
inherent characteristic of Marxist-Leninist theory. If we
want to uphold the theoretical positions of Marxism-
Leninism and the banner of the Moscow declarations, then
we must defend and give full play to this scientific spirit
and revolutionary spirit. New historical developments
and new experiences in the class struggle constantly
demand that we, basing ourselves on the fundamental
principles and fundamental methods of Marxism-Leninism
and on the scientific analysis of objective things, make
new summations to guide the revolutionary struggles and
enrich the content of Marxism-Leninism. But, in the
course of studying new situations and new experiences,
we should under no circumstances depart from the funda-
mental principles and fundamental methods of Marxism-
Leninism and disregard the facts. To do otherwise would
be a fundamental violation of Marxism-Leninism.

THE Moscow Declaration points to “the necessity of res-

olutely overcoming revisionism and dogmatism in the
ranks of the Communist and Workers’ Parties.” It also
clearly points out that “the main danger at present is
revisionism.” The characteristic of revisionism is to
emasculate the revolutionary spirit of the theory of
Marxism-Leninism. Imperialism and the reactionaries of
various countries, in order to save themselves from their
fate of decay, are always and ceaselessly trying to in-
fluence the working class. The revisionists of different
hues always make use of a certain new situation to distort
and adulterale Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theory so
as lo divert the working class from the correct path of
revolutionary class struggle, and so cater to the needs of
imperialism and the reactionaries of the various countries.

The struggle against revisionism is a protracted one.
Since the publication of the Moscow Declaration in 1957,
the international communist movement has won important
victories in its struggle against modern revisionism.
Modern revisionism has been discredited but it has not
yet been thoroughly smashed. The modern revisionists of
Yugoslavia are still frenziedly attacking Marxism-
Leninism, clamouring that Marxism-Leninism is “out-
moded.” The further imperialism goes on its downward
path, the more will it use revisionists to spread poison
among the masses in an attempt to weaken and break the
fighting will of the people. Therefore, the waging of
an irrcconcilable struggle against modern revisionism
remains an important immediate task of the Communists
of various counlries,

Like all forward movements in human history, the
communist movement inevitably meets wilh different
sorts of difficulties. But Marxism-Leninism, reflecting the
laws of development of history and imbued with revolu-
tionary spirit, is invincible. The Communist and Workers’
Parties of various countries, on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism and the Moscow declarations, will ceaselessly
strengthen their unity, and, together with the working
class and broad masses of the people of various countries,
continuously overcome all obstacles on the tortuous path
of advance and bring about great, new victories for the
cause of peace, democracy, national liberation and social-
ism.
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Chinese Government Statement

Supporting Laotian Government Decision to
Establish China-Laos Friendly Relations

® STERNLY CONDEMNS THE CRUDE INTERVENTION BY U.S.
IMPERIALISM IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF LAOS

® RESOLUTELY SUPPORTS THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF THE
KINGDOM OF LAOS HEADED BY PRINCE PHOUMA

Following is a translation of a statement issued on
November 20 by the Government of the People’s Republic
of China supporting the decision of the Royal Laotian
Government to establish friendly relations between China
and Laos. — Ed.

N November 17 and 18, 1960, the Kingdom of Laos

issued in succession the communique of the meeting of
the Royal Laotian Government and the No. 1 joint
communique on the negotiations between the delegations
of the Royal Laotian Government and the Neo Lao Haksat
Party. The communiques announced that the Royal Lao-
tian Government would accept aid from the People’s Re-
public of China and the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam,
and in the near future send a [riendly delegation to visit
the People’s Republic of China and the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam so as to conduct negotiations on the
establishment of economic and cultural relations, that it
had decided to restore postal and telecommunication con-
tacts between Laos and the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam and that it pledged good-neighbourly relations be-
tween Laos and the People’s Republic of China. The
Government of the People’s Republic of China warmly
welcomes the above-mentioned indications of the Royal
Lactian Government’s aim to strengthen friendly, good-
neighbourly relations between China and Laos and con-
solidate peace in Indo-China; it is ready to take cor-
responding measures to facilitate realization of this aim.

Everyone knows that the People’s Republic of China
is a participant of the 1954 Geneva Conference, a guarantor
of the Geneva agreements, and also a close neighbour of
the Kingdom eof Laos. The Chinese Government has con-
sistently and strictly abided by the Geneva agreements, the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the spirit of
the Bandung Conference, respected the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Laos, and support-
ed the Royal Laotian Government’s pursuit of a policy of
peace and neuirality and the achievement of domestic
unity. Historically, China and Laos are [ricndly neigh-
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beurs; after the Geneva Conference, friendly relations be-
tween our two countries underwent a new development.
The visit which the delegation of the Royal Laotian Gov-
ernment headed by Prime Minister Souvanna Phouma
paid to China in August 1956 was a concrete expression of
this development of friendly relations. In their joint
statement, Prime Minister Phouma and cur Premier Chou
En-lai stated that the two Governments agreed to observe
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, develop good-
neighbourly relations and foster their economic and cul-
tural relations. The boundary between our two countries
has always been one of peace and friendship, and it should
always remain so in the future. There exist between our
two countries favourable conditions for developing eco-
nomic and trade relations on the basis of equality and
mutual benefit. We are convinced that the proposals made
recently by the Royal Laotian Government, if realized,
will certainly be conducive to the establishment and
development of friendly and good-necighbourly relations
between China and Laos as well as their economic and
cultural relations.

The Chinese Government considers that the present
unstable situation in Laos is a result of U.S. imperialist
support to the Phoumi Nosavan rebel group. The Chinese
Goevernment sternly condemns the crude intervention by
U.S. imperialism in the internal affairs of Laos and res-
olutely supports the legal government of the Kingdom of
Laos headed by Prince Phouma. It believes that, so long as
the Laotian people strengthen their internal unity and
resolutely oppose foreign interventionist and subversive
activities, they will certainly be able to cvercome the dif-
ficulties in their way ahead, realize the peace, neutrality,
national amity and unity of Laos, and build the Kingdom
of Laos into a prosperous and strong couniry. The Chi-
nese Government hopes that all the participants of the
Geneva Conference will strictly abide by the Geneva
agreements and respect the national rights of the Laotian
people so as to safeguard the peace, neutrality, in-
dependence and unity of Laos.



Welcoming the Expression of Friendship
By the Royal Laotian Government

Following is a translation of excerpts from a “Ren-
min Ribao” editorial published on November 21.— Ed.

HE Chinese people have always greatly treasured
the deep friendship that has long existed between
themsclves and the Laotian people and hoped that China
and Laos should become neighbour states living in har-
meny. In August 1956, in welcoming the Government
Delegation of the Kingdom of Laos headed by Prince
Souvanna Phouma on its visit to China, our Premier Chou
En-lai clearly stated: “China, on the basis of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, will unswervingly be
a good friend and neighbour of Laos.” The Chinese Gov-
ernment has all along striclly abided by the Geneva
agreements, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and the spirit of the Bandung Conference, respected the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Laos
and supported the Royal Laotian Government's pursuit
of a policy of peace, neutrality and the realization of
domestic unity.

The implementation of a policy of peace and neutrality
is the universal desire of the broad sections of the Laotian
people. As early as 1956, Prime Minister Phouma clearly
declared that the Kingdom of Laos would pursue a policy
of peace and neutrality, would establish friendly relations
with all countries, particularly neighbouring countries, on
the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,
would join no military alliances of any kind and would
not tolerate the establishment of foreign military bases
on Laotian territory. These policies are favourable to
the consolidation of the peace and independence of Laos
and to bringing about democracy, unification and pros-
perity in Laos; they are favourable to the implementa-
tion of the Geneva agreements in the countries of Indo-

China and to safeguarding the cause of peace in Southeast
Asia.

U.S. imperialism has all along been crudely interfer-
ing in and sabotaging the policy of peace and neutrality
pursued by the Royal Laotian Government. After its
repeated failures in forcing the Phouma government to
give up this policy by threatening to discontinue its “aid,”
U.S. imperialism went so far as to subvert the Phouma
government in July 1958, foisted a pro-U.S. clique into
power and made them openly tear up the Geneva and
Vientiane agreements, and start a civil war in an attempt,
step by step, to turn Laos completely into a U.S. colony
and military base. Intervention and aggression by U.S.
imperialism seriously impair the independence of Laos
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and threaten its security. This cannot but arouse ever
stronger opposition among broad sections of the Laotian
people. After the victory of the coup d'etat on August
9, which enjoyed the support of broad sections of the
Laotian people, Prince Souvanna Phouma was once again
entrusted with the task of forming a government. He
thereupon declared that he would follow the policy of
peace, neutrality and national harmony.

U.S. imperialism, however, unreconciled to defeat,
still seeks to stage a come-back. It is openly propping
the Phoumi Nosavan rebel clique and plotting to subvert
the Phouma government once again. It was disclosed in
a radio broadcast of the Pathet Lao fighting units that up
to the present U.S. imper.ialism has given 16 million U.S.
dollars to the Nosavan clique, transported large quanti-
ties of arms from Thailand and the southern part of Viet
Nam, helped it build airfields and open new air lines,
dispatched officers to train and direct the rebel clique’s
troops, sent foreign soldiers to masquerade as troops of
the Nosavan rebel clique so as to reinforce the strength
of that clique and plot to attack Vientiane. On November
11, U.S. imperialism gave further support to the Phoumi
Nosavan clique in staging a new rebellion in Luang
Prabang and abducting the king of Laos. The pressure
which the U.S. Government is putting on the Phouma
government is also becoming increasingly crude. The
U.S. State Department has even threateningly warned
the Phouma government to refrain from the ‘“use of
force” against the Luang Prabang rebellion and openly
sought to prevent the Laotian Government from estab-

lishing friendly relations with China and Viet Nam.

From November 16 to 18, the SEATO held a three-
day “military advisers meeting” in Bangkok to plot an
invasion of Laos. Harry Felt, U.S. representative to
this meeting and commander-in-chief of U.S. forces in the
Pacific, brazenly ranted that his forces “are ready to
answer calls” at any time. Thanom Kittikachorn, Dep-
uty Prime Minister of Thailand, uttered the slander that
Laos had “intruded” across Thailand’s border and clam-
oured about taking vigorous “retaliatory” action against
Laos, even threatening war against Laos.

The above-mentioned facts show that U.S. imperial-
ism and its lackeys are stepping up their scheme of
subverting the Royal Laotian Government.

As a result of this crude interference by U.S. im-
perialism in the internal affairs of Laos, the present situa-
tion in Laos is still very serious. The Laotian people are
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still faced by various kinds of difficulties and obstacles
in their path of winning and safeguarding peace and
independence and realizing democracy, unification and
prosperity. But, confronted by broad sections of the
Laotian people who are determined to defend the policy
of peace, neutrality and national harmony, U.S. imperial-
ism and its lackeys will find it difficult to put through
their plots. In a press conference on November 186,
Laotian Prime Minister Prince Phouma lashed out at the
United States for supporting the Phoumi Nosavan rebel
clique. Souphanouvong, Chairman of the Central Com-
mittee of the Neo Lao Haksat Party, issued a statement
to the whole people on November 17, calling on them to
unite closely and smash the plot of U.S. imperialism and
the traitorous Phoumi Nosavan clique to overthrow the
Phouma government. The spokesman of the Central
Committee of the Neo Lao Haksat Party warned U.S.
imperialism and SEATO that should U.S. imperialism
and its lackeys dare invade Laos, they will certainly be
opposed by the resolute counter-atiack of the Laotian
people. The Laotian people warmly support these stand-
points,

China is a participant of the Geneva Conference and
a close neighbour of Laos. China has all along deeply

sympathized with and supported the Laotian people in
their just struggle to defend their sovereignty and safe-
guard peace in Indo-China. In its statement, the Chinese
Government has sternly condemned U.S. imperialism for
its crude interference in the internal affairs of Laos,
resolutely supported the legal government of the Kingdom
of Laos headed by Phouma and expressed the belief that
“so long as the Laotian people strengthen their internal
unity and resolutely oppose foreign interventionist and
subversive activities, they will certainly be able to over-
come the difficulties in their way ahead, realize the peace,
neutrality, national amity and unity of Laos, and build
the Kingdom of Laos into a prosperous and strong
country.”

The Chinese people welcome the Phouma govern-
ment’s expression of intent to persistently pursue a policy
of peace, neutrality and national harmony; they welcome
its decision on the establishment of friendly, good
neighbourly relations with the People’s Republic of
China and the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. We
are deeply convinced that this proposal, if realized, will
certainly be beneficial to the establishment and develop-
ment of friendly, good-neighbourly relations and of
economic and cultural relations between our two coun-
tries.

Comments on the General Election

In Japan

by “RENMIN RIBAO” OBSERVER

Following is a translation of a commentary published
in “Renmin Ribao” on November 24.— Ed.

HE full returns of the November 20 elections to the

Japanese House of Representatives are now available.
The Japanese Socialist Party and Communist Party made
marked increases in the number of their seats in the
House while the Liberal Democratic Party's plan to seize
more than two-thirds of the seats ended in failure. This
is a victory for the Japanese patriotic and democratic
ferces and for the Japanese people; it indicates the firm
will of broad sections of the Japanese people to win inde-
pendence, peace, democracy and neutrality.

Struggle in this general election centred on the Japan-
U.S. “Security Treaty” and the question of neutrality;
it was a serious struggle between the Japanese people
who demand independence, peace, democracy and neu-
trality and the U.S.-Japanese reactionaries who implement
the U.S. pelicy of aggression, hold fast to the Japan-U.S.
military alliance and strengthen the militarization of Japan.
According to the final results announced, out of a
total of 467 seats in the House of Representatives the
Socialist Party gets 145 seats, an increase of 23. Before
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the election Prime Minister Hayato Ikeda bragged about
“reducing (the number of members in the House of Repre-
sentatives of) the Socialist Party to below 100,” but he
failed to do so. The Japanese Communist Party increased
its seats from one to three, while its total voles increased
by more than 144,000 compared with the last general
election. The seats obtained by the right-wing Democratic
Sccialist Party which split from the Socialist Party dropped
sharply from the original 40 to 17. Hayato lkeda time
and again boasted that the Liberal Democratic Party would
“cerlainly” win 320 seats, actually it won only 296 seats.

With the slightest knowledge of some of the actual
course of events during this general election, one can
easily understand under what difficult conditions the Japa-
nese Communist Party and Socialist Party made the
advances mentioned above. In the course of the election
campaign the U.S.-dapanese reactionaries resorted to all
kinds of base means in their attempt to control the elec-
tion. On the one hand, they did their utmost to spread
the idea that the Ikeda government “differs from Kishi”;
they tried to cover up its essentially reactionary nature
and used every means to curry public favour. On the
other hand, the Tkeda government called a special national
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conference of police chiefs, mobilized 18,000 policemen
for criminal affairs and 50,000 plainclothes police to step
up suppressicn of the democratic forces. It also instigated
a fascist thug to murder Inejiro Asanuma, leader of the So-
cialist Party, promulgated reactionary laws and decrees
depriving the people of their rights to assemble and
demonstrate and restricting the freedom of elections, and
hired large numbers of fascist elements to sabotage the
campaign activities of the progressive parties.

HE U.S.-Japanese reactionarvies specially concentrated
their efforts on attacking the Communist Party and
adopted the most brutal and shameless methods to under-
mine the campaign activities of the Japanese Communist
Party. To capture votes for the Liberal Democratic Party,
the Japanese monopoly-capitalist clique had contributed
more than 2,000 million yen to the party’s campaign funds,
an amount far exceeding all the previous records. Even the
Japanese bourgeois newspapers had to admit that this was
“an election of money and power on the largest scale
since the war.” The U.S. Government also openly stepped
forward to interfere in the internal affairs of Japan. U.S.

Secretary of State Herter and U.S. Ambassador to Japan °

Douglas MacArthur II successively made statements sup-
porting the Liberal Democratic Party; during this period
the “Internal Security Sub-Committee” of the U.S. Senate
also issued a report slandering the Japanese Communist

Party and Socialist Party in an attempt to influence the )

Japanese election.

It is quite clear that under the tight control of the
Japanese monopoly-capitalist clique, and at the present
time when the army, police, and intelligence service as well
as the press, broadcasting stations and other propaganda
media are all held in the hands of the U.S.-'Japanese
reactionaries and when the troops of U.S. imperialism
are stationed all over Japan, it is impossible to hold
genuinely free elections. The people’s freedom during the
elections was extremely limited, and they could not give
full expression to their will through the elections.

It was precisely because of this correct understanding
that the patriotic and democratic forces and the broad
masses of the people of Japan never calculated that the
results of this general election would enable the patriotic
and democratic forces to win more seats in the Lower
House than the reactionary forces. It was commonly
acknowledged that, barring any untoward situation, the
Liberal Democratic Party would get more than half of the
seats and that the Tkeda government would be reinstated.
At the same time it was also pointed out that through
this election the patriotic and democratic forces would
surely demonstrate that they had increased their strength

in the course of the struggle against the Japan-U.S. mili-
tary alliance,

The outcome of this election has fully confirmed the
accuracy of the above views and appraisal. As Sanzo
Nosaka, Chairman of the Japanese Communist Party, said,
the Communist Party and the Socialist Party which have
waged joint struggles against the Japan-U.S. “Security
Treaty” have made conspicuous progress, while, in contrast,
the Democratic Socialist Party which opposes neutrality
and actually adopts an attitude supporting the “Security
Treaty” has met with a dismal failure.
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The upshot of this election was that the U.S.-Japanese
reactionaries have [ailed to get two-thirds of the seats in
the Diet, the legal number of seats they require to push
through their long-planned scheme to revise the present
constitution which stipulates that Japan shall renounce
war, and step up the implementation of the Japan-U.S.
military alliance, forcing Japan on to the dangerous road
of war. Hayato lkeda, however, brazenly said that his
majority, won by “money and power,” showed that the
Japanese people “support” the Liberal Democratic Party
in carrying out its policy of subservience to the United
States and that it signified the Japanese people’s “recogni-
tion of the Security Treaty,” and so on and so forth. How
absurd and shameless these statements are! The U.S.
State Department also did its utmost to cover up its
“anxiety” over the tremendous progress made by the Japa-
nese patriotic and democratic forces during this general
election and the crushing defeat of the Democratic Socialist
Party. It tried to encourage the lkeda government, say-
ing that the result of the Japanese general election was
“evidence that the majority of the people of Japan support
their government’s policy of co-operation with the nations
of the free world,” and that the United States “looks for-
ward to working closely with Prime Minister lkeda and
his government in the days to come.”

The U.S.-Japanese reactionaries must not, however,
think that they can do whatever they like now that they
have a majority in the Lower House. They should not
forget that, when the Kishi government was in power,
the Liberal Democratic Party also held a majority in the
Lower House. It was precisely by relying on this majority
that Kishi illegally railroaded the new Japan-U.S. “Se-
curity Treaty” through the Diet. And it was also pre-
cisely because Kishi carried out an extremely pro-U.S.
policy in violation of the interests of the Japanese people,
submissively sold out Japan’s sovereignty, relied on U.S.
imperialism, revived the Japanese militarist forces, pursued
the U.S. policies of war and aggression and followed
the United States in its hostility to China that he aroused
the extreme indignation of the broad masses of the Japa-
nese people who launched a mighty struggle unprecedented
in its scale against the Japan-U.S. military alliance and
finally brought ruin and shame to Kishi, forcing him to
step down in utter ignominy. The Japanese people have
never ratified the Japan-U.S. military alliance treaty in
the past, nor will they ever ratify it in the future. No
matter who comes into power, should he persist in his
hostility to the Japanese people and insist on pushing
Japan on to the road of militarism and of launching war

and aggression, he will certainly end up no better than
Kishi.

OR the present the Japanese reactionaries, fostered and
backed to the hilt by U.S. imperialism, still enjoy a tem-
porary superiority and appear to be strong. Therefore
they are still able to continue to do evil, manipulate the
elections through the state machine in their hands, and
retain a majority in the Diet. They are also plotting to
realize their ambition of once again dominating Asia, by
relying on U.S. imperialism and even forcing the Japanese
people to be cannon fodder for U.S. imperialism. However,
this superficial strength of the U.S.-Japanese reactionaries
can only be a factor playing a temporary role. From a
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long-term point of view, it is the people and not the
U.S.-Japanese reactionaries who are really powerful.

In the course of the 15 years after the war, the Japa-
nese people, who have suffered grievously from enslave-
ment and control by U.S. imperialism and from the
Japanese reactionaries’ policy of reviving militarism in
subservience to the United States, have increasingly en-
hanced their political consciousness and strengthened their
unity with each passing day. Especially in the past year
and more, the Japanese people have persistently launched
23 united actions against the Japan-U.S. military alliance.
The strength of the Japanese people has developed as
never before and they have won one victory after another.
Does this not demonstrate that the really mighty strength
belongs to the Japanese people? Although obstacles in the
form of collusion between the Japanese and U.S. reac-
tionaries still lie in the path of their struggle for inde-
pendence, peace, democracy and neutrality, the broad

masses of Japanese people, in the course of their heroic
struggle against the Japan-U.S. treaty of military alliance,
have seen their own strength, and increased their courage
and determination in the struggle. Although they may
encounter difficulties on their path of advance and their
struggle may still have ups and downs, there are no ob-
stacles that cannot be surmounted.

The present world situation in which the East wind
prevails over the West wind and the forces of peace
further surpass the forces of war is extremely favourable
to the struggle of the Japanese people against U.S. im-
perialism and the Japanese militarist forces. With the
deepened and extensive development of the Japanese peo-
ple’s patriotic and just struggle, the strength of the Japa-
nese people will continue to grow from weak to strong;
through a series of repeated and serious struggles, an
independent, peaceful, democratic and neutral Japan will
finally appear in the world.

Reminiscences on Interview with Chairman
Mao Tse-tung on the Paper Tiger

by ANNA LOUISE STRONG

HE statement by Chairman Mao Tse-tung that imperial-

ism and all reactionaries are paper tigers, made to me
fourteen years ago in Yenan, is now both famous and his-
toric. It has illumined the course of world events in these
fourteen years. It is therefore of interest to recall some
of the details of the conditions under which the statement
was made.

When I went to Yenan in the summer of 1946, the
Anti-Japanese War, and the Second World War of which
it was a part, had been over for just a year. Most people
in America still thought of the U.S.S.R. and of China as
allies, but reactionary elements had already begun the “cold
war” and were even threatening to make it a hot war.
Their hostility to the U.S.S.R. had not stopped for a
moment even during the war against Hitler in which the
U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. were allies. They had shown this
undying hostility in many ways, especially by the state-
ment that Hitler was the “wrong enemy” and that after
he should be beaten, the U.S.S.R. would still have to be
fought. When the World War therefore ended, and the
U.S.A. had for the time a monopoly of the A-Bomb, prop-
aganda became open for using this power to compel the
Soviet Union te accept any American demands.

In China a condition of formal truce continued be-
tween Chiang Kai-shek and the Communist-led forces but
it was being frequently violated by Chiang, whose armed
assaults against the Communists had continued even during
the Anti-Japanese War. America’s official position was that
China should be unified under Chiang, and that the Com-
munists should give up their separate armies and be legal-
ized as a minority party. A truce had been signed that was
known as the Marshall Truce, because General George C.
Marshall also signed it and set up in Peking an “Executive
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Headquarters,” with participation of Chiang and the Chi-
nese Communists under American chairmanship. Its al-
leged purpose was to settle the armed clashes that arose.
For this purpose “truce teams™ were set up in almost forty
cities of North and Northeast China, connected with Execu-
tive Headquarters by American military planes.

Washington’s purpose in all this was to gain control
of all China through treaties with Chiang Kai-shek. They
used the truce to transport Chiang’s soldiers by ship and
plane into North and Northeast China, to places from
which they could most easily attack the Liberated Areas
of the north. Their connections by plane to forty Chinese
cities were not controlled by any Chinese supervision; they
were able to photograph from their planes all China as
far as Tsitsihar. The purpose of the American reactionaries
was not only to gain control of China’s wealth, which they
hoped to exploit and grow rich on for another fifty years.
But also, as revealed by General Wedemeyer, they hoped
for military bases in the Northeast and in Sinkiang to use
against the U.S.S.R.; they also expected the use of millions
of Chinese soldiers as cannon-fedder in this future anti-
Soviet war.

Meantime in early 1946 a truce officially existed and
Executive Headquarters planes were open to use by news-
paper correspondents. It was therefore possible for me
to fly from San Francisco to Shanghai and thence to Pe-
king, and from Peking to the different Liberated Areas
of the north, most of which had not been visited by any
outsider. This opportunity would clearly not long exist.
Chiang launched war against the Central Plains Liberated
Area and occupied its capital in mid-summer of 1946.
Negotiation still went on about other Liberated Areas, and
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General Marshall still claimed the intention of settling
the questions peacefully. As long as this formula con-
tinued it was possible to fly every week from Peking to
Yenan or to any of the other Liberated Areas. These

facilities were cpen even to writers from the working-class
press.

I therefore flew to Yenan in late summer of 1946
and spent a few weeks there, and then returned to Peking
from which I visited three other Liberated Areas, spending
a week each in Kalgan, the capital of the Shansi-Chahar-
Hopei Border Region, and in the Taihang Mountains where
Liu Po-cheng had headquarters in a large Liberated Area
containing parts of four provinces, and then in Harbin and
Tsitsihar, where a strong Northeastern Liberated Area
flourished, protected by Lin Piao’s troops. After visiting
these areas, I returned in October to Yenan and remained
there through the winter of 1946-47 until Yenan was
evacuated in March 1947.

IN Yenan during my visit all the activities still continued
which had been built up over a decade. Yenan
was headquarters of the Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party and the residence of Chairman Mao
and Chu Teh and many other members of the Central
Committee. It was also the capital of the Shensi-Kansu-
Ningsia Berder Region, and a center of culture where
Yenda (Yenan University) was maintained, and an Interna-
tional Peace Hospital named for the Canadian surgeon
Bethune. Yenan published the Liberation Daily and main-
tained a Central Radio Station and had a theatre where
good Peking opera, both classic and modern, was presented.
These facilities went on under very primitive conditions.
The only electric light came from a dynamo at the Amer-
ican Military Liaison Group which was set up during the
Anti-Japanese War and had not yet closed down: this
served only the Americans and a few other nearby dwel-
lings. Most people, including the members of the Central
Committee. used kerosene or candles for light. Yenan was
under military threat from Hu Tsung-nan, Chiang's
general in Sian. During my stay Hu's planes often flew
over the area for observation and sometimes dropped small
bombs but these attacks were not at first serious.

How primitive the transport was is shown by the
fact that my first interview with Chairman Mao had to
be postponed because of a shower of rain in the upper
valleys which caused the Yen River to rise. This river is
usually a small stream, so shallow that children splash
easily across it, but a sudden rain could make a torrent
deep and strong enough to overturn an auto-truck. Since
Chairman Mao lived on the cther side of the river from
where I was staying and there was no bridge suitable for
autos, I had to wait for the following day. Then I went
to Mao's home by truck, bumping over the boulders in
the river, climbing the far side with much grunting of
the motor, and entering a gate into Yang Family Village,
the ravine where the Central Committee’s headquarters
was. A short distance further, the truck halted next to
a steep hill path. We climbed between corn-stalks and
tomato-vines, to a wide clay terrace from which a long
row of caves opened into the steep hillside. Four of these
were the home of Chairman Mao.

We sat on the flat clay terrace under an apple tree
with a view of distant hills through the afternoon hours
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until sunset. Mao's beautiful dark-haired wife- sat beside
us for a time and then went into a cave to prepare a meal.
Their small daughter, in a dress of bright figured cotton,
played around her father’s knees, climbed into his lap,
received his caresses and then came over to give her hand
to the visitor. Early in the talk 1 noticed a movement in
the grass higher up the hill about twenty meters above
the top of Chairman Mao’s cave. Since Hu Tsung-nan’s
planes had dropped a small bomb near the cave where Mao
had lived somewhat earlier I wondered if a sentry was
stationed to watch the Chairman’s home. So I asked:
“Who is up there”?

“Just another family,” replied Mao. “Their children
are curious about my foreign guest.” I thus had a lesson
in the relativity of human curiosity. It was myself whom
the people on the hill were watching. Chairman Mao
was to them the neighbor with whom they shared the vege-
table garden on the hill.

Seldom have I seen a man who fitted so simply into
his environment. He did not seem to demand the isolation
that some intellectuals think necessary for their work.
What privacy he necded was given by the respect his
neighbors felt for him. The children above peered down
but made no noise. His little daughter, while inviting his
caresses, made no attempt to divert his atlention from
our talk.

He wore the usual suit of dark blue cotton, but it was
neater and better cared for than with others. There was
no haste or restlessness in his manner but a poised friend-
liness. His comments were full of imagery and his face lit
often into vivid humor when he smiled, but he had eyes
that nothing escaped.

THE conversation went easily. The interpreter did a
good job and Chairman Mao’s own manner was so ex-
pressive that I was not conscious of any barrier of speech.
His mind swept easily over the world, including many lands
and epcchs. He [irst questioned me about America. On
many American events he was better informed than 1. This
was surprising for I had left America only a few weeks
earlier while for twenty years Mao had not even had a
postal connection with the outside world. But he planned
the smuggling of knowledge as carefully as the strategy
of war. The Radio Center in Yenan monitored the world's
news services and made digests for the Central Com-
mittee’s use. The brief connection with Peking which
the planes of Executive Headquarters gave, was used to
bring in books and journals from many lands. The Chair-
man’s knowledge of world events was very complete.

It was after I had answered to the best of my ability
his questions about America that I raised the question
about the threat of war between the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.
with which the interview now published in the 4th volume
of Mao’s selected works began. The Chairman said that the
talk of war was at present largely a smoke-screen which the
reactionaries created to cover up the many immediate
contradictions facing U.S. imperialism. American monopoly
capital of course dreamed of destroying the U.S.S.R. but
this aim was not so immediate. They must first wear down
the American people’s opposition to war, and then they
must bring other capitalist countries under American con-
trol. Any war against the U.S.S.R. had to be done through
other countries’ territory, through Britain, France and
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China. So the American reactionaries used all this talk
about fighting the U.S.S.R. to give excuse for attacking
the American people’s civil rights and living standards and
for bringing the other capitalist lands under American
control. He pointed out how, under this pretext, the U.S.A.
was setting up military bases in many places and had
already taken a very large area under American control.

CHAIRMAN Mao laughingly illustrated his point with
the tea-cups and little white wine cups on the table,
placing a big cup for American imperialism and surround-
ing it with a circle of little wine cups for the American peo-
ple, with a long zigzag line filled up with match-boxes and
cigarettes {o represent other countries all separating Amer-
ican imperialism from the Soviet Union, a big cup at {he
other side.

The cooperation of the people, he said, was strong
enough, if properly aroused, to prevent a third world war.

_But this cooperation against world war must be aroused,

otherwise the war would come.

It was a simple but delicious meal that Mrs. Mao set
before us, much of it from the ripe tomatoes, onions, beans
and peppers from their hillside garden. For dessert there
was “eight treasures rice,” but in this case the rice was
flavored with four things: peanuts, walnuts, plums from
the Chairman’s garden and dates from Date Garden further
up the Yen River where Chu Teh resided.

“This rice is not grown in Yenan County but we grow
it in this Border Region near the Yellow River,” com-
mented Mao. He added: “We southerners found the millet
diet of the north difficult when we arrived in Yenan.
Finally we found a place where rice could be grown.”

We talked on over fresh tea while Mrs. Mao put the
small daughter to bed in one of the caves. Mao’s direct
speech, wide range of knowledge, sharp analysis and poetic
imagery made his conversation the most stimulating I have
ever known. In speaking of American weapons captured
from Chiang's troops he called them *“a blood transfusion,
from America to Chiang, from Chiang to us”. ... In
speaking of American imperialism he used many meta-
phors. . . . At one time he said: “It is the strongest in
history and also the weakest in history. The sky-scraper
is highest but the foundation is shakiest.” At another
moment he said: *“American imperialism grows lonely: so
many of its friends are dead or ill. Even penicillin will
not cure them. It is only now that so many reactionaries
grow sick with mortal illness.”

The metaphor of the “paper-tiger” was used during
this talk and I was especially impressed, not only by the
metaphor but by the way in which Chairman Mac, without
knowing English, was able to correct the exact translation
of his words. When he first said that reactionary rulers
are paper-tigers, the word was translated “scare-crow.”
Chairman Mao immediately stopped the talk and asked me
to tell him just what a ‘“‘scare-crow” is. When I replied
that it is a figure like a man which peasants put up in
a field to scare away crows, he at once expressed dissatis-
faction, and said that this was not his meaning. A paper
tiger, he said, is not semething dead to scare crows. It
scares children. It looks like a terrible tiger but actually,
being made of pressed paper, it softens when damp and is
washed away in a heavy rain,
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After this Chairman Mao used the “paper-tiger” in
English, laughing at the sound of English words in a sen-
tence, the rest of which was Chinese. Before the February
Revolution in Russia, he said, the tsar looked very strong
and terrible. But a February rain washed him away.
Hitler also was washed away by the storms of history. So
were the Japanese imperialists. They were paper-tigers
all. The same thing would happen to all imperialists and
reactionaries. Their strength lay only in the unconscious-
ness of the people. The consciousness of the people is the
basic question. Not explosives of atom bombs but the
man who handles them. He is still te be educated. . . .
After a moment, he added: Communist Parties have real
power, because they awaken the people’s consciousness.

It was nearly midnight when the Chairman and his
wife accompanied me down the hillside with a kerosene
lantern to light the path to the waiting truck. Goodbyes
were said. They stood on the hill watching as my truck
jolted downward and splashed into the Yen River. Bright,
very bright were the stars over the wild, dark Yenan hills.

The paper-tiger metaphor, thus introduced. was used
by Chairman Mao more than once during my stay in Yenan.
Since I remained through the winter months I saw the
Chairman many times on different occasions, such as an
anniversary dinner-party or a performance of the Peking
opera, which he liked to attend, or at the Saturday night
dances, which brought together the cadres in many parts
of Yenan for social contact every week.

ONE of the dark days in Yenan was the day when the
news came that General Marshall had given an estimated
two billion dollars” worth of “war-surplus” to Chiang Kai-
shek. This broke all pretense that America wished to avoid
civil war in China: it was a direct encouragement to
Chiang to continue all-out attack. Chairman Mao him-
self gave me the news. It was at this time that he said:
“In the end we depend on Chiang's soldiers. We lose men,
but also we capture men and some come over to us. Thus
we advance.”

I made some stupid remark about the United Nations
mediating the civil war, but Mao shook his head. “They
are not dependable. Only Chiang’s soldiers are depend-
able.” With a swift smile he added: “Chiang’s soldiers
are very good soldiers. They need only a little political
training. . . .” Mao’s strategy was confident because, in
the invading armies he saw the long-oppressed peasantry
of China, which could not remain his foe, but which he
must win. It is my impression that at this time he also
spoke again of the paper-tiger but I am not sure.

I have, however, a very sharp recollection of my last
talk with Chairman Mao in Yenan, at which the paper-
tiger was mentioned again. It was early March 1947 and
Yenan was almost evacuated. For three months the troops
of Hu Tsung-nan had been raiding the frontier of the
Border Region of which Yenan was capital. During that
time most of Yenan’s activities were “dispersed,” a tactics
in which the Communists were experienced and which they
often used. The writers, musicians, and other members of
the Cultural Association went to organize winter classes
and land reform in different areas. The Yenda students
went into the villages, to correlate the peasants’ evacuation
with the news from the front. Half of the newspaper and
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radio station left to set up another base. The state bank
moved away, and even the big plate glass windows of the
bank were taken out and buried under the earth so that the
enemy would not destroy them but they would one day be
recovered and used again. In the same way the big wooden
table tops of the Central Committee dining-room were bur-
ied, to save for later use. The women and children moved
north into the deeper hills.

The famous International Peace Hospital, named for
Bethune, had just celebrated its seventh anniversary. Now
the sick and the mothers who had just given birth were
carried in litters down the nine high terraces of caves,
with the doctors and nurses following. Small babies lay in
sheepskin-lined baskets balanced on the sides of donkeys,
ready for their journey into the winter night. Magdalen
Robitzer, the UNRRA dentist, a Czech who had told me
of “the chaos in Czechoslovakia when Hitler marched in,”
marvelled now at what she called “‘this most orderly evac-
uation of any capital.”

“All day I worked in the dental clinic,” she said, “on
the children whose teeth most needed treatment. The
next morning there was nothing left; they had moved in
the night. In the evening as they packed they were laugh-
ing and singing. I talked with a kindergarten child whose
mother left on the same night. He was going with the
kindergarten; I asked why he did not go with his mother.
He replied ‘She is not in my group.” Such understanding
among children I have never seen.” She added: “But
there are doctors who have worked here seven years, a
surgeon, an eye specialist, a bacteriologist, important
specialists. And they take nothing but the clothes on
their backs and a small parcel in a handkerchief and set
off on foot to the hills.”

INALLY for a week, the American planes of Hu Tsung-

nan came over, watching, sweeping low. The Central
Committee had already dismantled its caves and moved
some fifteen kilometers northward into steeper hills. I
knew that T must soon be leaving, on one of the last
American planes. On the night before my plane’s depar-
ture, the Central Committee members returned to Yenan
for the evening — travel by day had stopped because of
the enemy planes—to see a new play about the land re-
form, in the theatre which would soon be destroyed. Chou
En-lai sent for me and I went for the last time to the
theatre but T remember nothing at all about the play. I
only remember that Chairman Mao and the other leaders
sat in the front row, and warmed their hands over char-
coal braziers for the house was unheated and it was very
cold.

Afterwards I was taken into one of the empty caves
—and one was now as good as another — with Chairman
Mao and Chou En-lai and Lu Ting-yi. Young orderlies
brought stools and a table and tea, melon seeds and
candied peanuts for a farewell feast. Chairman Mao told
me that I must quickly leave Yenan now on the plane
which would leave in the morning, for if I remained any
longer I might find myself isolated for a long time. I
could not go to the hills where they would go. But I
had now all the information about Yenan and the Lib-
erated Areas and the strategy by which the People’s
Liberation Army would win against Chiang Kai-shek. I
must carry this news to the world. “Then when we again
have contact with the world you will return.” It would
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be in about two years, he thought.

It proved to be
somewhat less.

I showed him a letter that had come that day from
New York by the plane on which I myself would next
day leave. It was full of tension and worry. “The pro-
gressives make no dent in American foreign policy,”
wrote my friend. “They must fight to save even their
own skins. I hope the Chinese Communists have no il-
lusions about what the American government may do.”

AO TSE-TUNG smiled. No, he had no illusions. But

he thought the American progressives over-estimated
the power of the American reactionaries and under-
estimated the power of the democratic forces. It is a
psychological weakness among American progressives, he
said.

The American reactionary, he continued, has a heavy
burden. He must sustain the reactionaries of the whole
world. And if he cannot sustain them, their house will
fall down. It is a house with one pillar. Like all reac-
tionaries in history, the American reactionaries will prove
to be only paper tigers. It is the American people who
are strong, who have lasting power. . .

At midnight the friendly orderlies brought fresh tea
and new candles to the cave which for Mao Tse-tung was
now only an evening’s halt on the march. 1 thought of
my friend in New York, in a steam-heated apartment, not
yet in danger of jail, much less of death, who worried
about the activities of the American reactionaries. And
I thought how Chairman Mao, with his Central Com-
mittee, were receiving the full force of Chiang Kai-shek’s
four million armed men with their new American weapons,
against which the Communists had not even anti-aircraft
guns; and were now leaving their last capital, and going
out into the winter night of the North Shensi hills, so
confident in the strength of the Chinese people and in
their own analysis of how to release and organize that
strength that they talked easily of their probable date of
return, and sent a message of comfort to the progressive
friend in New York that the American reactionaries should
not be too greatly feared.

I watched Mao’s face, relaxed and confident, as he
discussed the future of the world. This was the picture
I took with me next morning on the plane to Peking, and
in later years across the world.

The past fourteen years of China and of the world
have proved the correctness of that paper-tiger statement,
but others can analyse this history far better than I. The
first proof of the soundness of the thesis was given by
China’s own war of liberation. When Chiang Kai-shek,
in mid-summer of 1946, launched war against the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army and the Liberated Areas it had
freed from Japan, Chiang had an army of over four mil-
lion men already armed by the U.S.A. to fight Japan; he
had all the arms surrendered by a million Japanese
troops, and additional war supplies from America worth
two billion U.S. dollars. He controlled areas containing over
300 million people, including all the big cities and most
of the railways of China. Outwardly the Kuomintang
was mighty but inwardly it had a fatal weakness. It
represented the dying classes, the big landlords and com-
pradore bourgeoisie. These were waging an unjust war
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against the welfare of the Chinese people. They could
not win the people’s support.

The Liberated Areas contained only a little more
than 100 million people and these were scattered in
several areas, with little communication between them.
Their armies were less than one-third as many as Chiang’s
and poorly armed. But the P.L.A. had one great asset.
They were fighting for the Chinese people’s interests and
were able to win the people’s support. On this support
they based their strategy and tactics. The people’s sup-
port was not by itself enough; it was necessary also to
organize this support with good strategy and tactics. Here
China was fortunate in having the great genius of Chair-

man Mao Tse-tung, and also of many able and experienced
fighters.

WHEN Chairman Mao withdrew from Yenan in early
March of 1947, most of the world believed that the
Communist-led armies had been defeated. Not even the
mest progressive groups in America would organize lec-
tures for me to tell what I had learned in Yenan. They
said: “The Chinese Communists are washed up; they have
lost their last capital.” But in less than a year the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army had gone over from strategic de-
fense to strategic offensive, and by autumn of 1948
they had begun to take the big cities of the Northeast
and then of North China — Changchun, Shenyang, Tsinan
and Hsuchow. Less than two years after I said farewell
to Chairman Mao in Yenan, his troops held Tientsin and
Peking.

This was the first proof of the paper-tiger statement
that Chairman Mao made in Yenan.

The war in Korea gave another example. When the
United States sent its armed forces into Korea, it was
considered the strongest military power in the world by
far. The Second World War had devastated the US.SR,
but America had emerged with very few losses and with
a"great gain in wealth and in arms. America had the
monopoly of the A-Bomb. She also dominated the United
Nations so thoroughly that she brought the U.N. into the
Korean war as the official belligerent. And this war
was waged not even against a small country but against
half of a small country, the northern part of Korea.
Beyond Korea lay the newly liberated China, whose gov-
ernment had been less than a year established and had
not yet fully liberated all parts of the country.

From the outward appearance of the two forces, it
seemed that the U.S.A. had only to fight a small colonial
war and overwhelm the North Koreans in a few weeks,
and then perhaps drive through the Northeast provinces
of China against the U.S.S.R. China at first did not enter
the war but tried by repeated warnings to induce the
U.S.A. to stop at the boundary between South and North
Korea. Only when the American forces were already
burning Korean cities on the Chinese border and even
dropping bombs into China’s own provinces, did the Chi-
nese volunteers enter Korea. The Chinese and North
Koreans were very poorly armed compared to America’s
great mechanized war machine. But they were fighting
a just war in defense of their countries. They drove
back the American forces, repelled again and again their
offensives, and finally forced America to an armistice.

November 29, 1960

As Chiang Kai-shek’s defeat was a turning-point in
China’s long struggle for a hundred years against im-
perialism, so the Korean war marked a turning point in
America’s domination on a world scale. The moment
when the U.S.A. brought the United Nations into the
Korean war marked the high point in America’s world
prestige. From that act, it began to decline. The decline
of American prestige is now worldwide; it began in the

war in Korea which seemed its greatest moment of
power.

The most striking example today is that of Cuba.
This small island, under the very feet of the American
colossus, has for sixty years been ruled by U.S. monop-
oly capital. Then Fidel Castro defied America by one
measure after another. Washington responds by every
kind of indirect aggression but does not dare immediately
open war. What prevents the Pentagon from immedi-
ately sending the U.S. marines, as Washington has been
used to do for a century when Latin American nations
defied the U.S.A.? What prevents the U.S.A. from drop-
ping an H-Bomb on Havana, when, it is claimed, she has
enough H-Bombs to “annihilate mankind”? Is it not fear
of the effect this would have on the people of Latin
America, and also on the people in the United States?

In money and armament imperialism is mighty.
Washington is belted with megatons and can buy up
whole governments with dollars. But imperialism has
a fatal inner weakness; it cannot operate without at least
some people’s support. And the people of the world
grow daily more conscious that imperialism injures their
vital interests. What pulled the British and French out
of Suez when they had already invaded Egypt? What
pulled the American forces out of Lebanon, when they
had been invited by the Lebanese premier who was their
tool? Was it not the active moral judgment of the world's
people which included also voices from the people of Bri-
tain, France and the United States?

What is the strength of the imperialists? Chairman
Mao said to me in Yenan: It lies only in the uncon-
sciousness of the people. The consciousness of the people
is the basic question. It is not explosives or oil wells or
atom bombs but the man who handles them.

TODAY the anti-imperialist revolution rumbles and

erupts around the world because the oppressed people
stand up in one country after another and each new na-
tion that stands up is a help to the others. Cuba’s resis-
tance helps China and the people of Laos help Cuba be-
cause, however powerful may be the Pentagon, it cannot
attack all the world’'s people at once. This is not an
easy nor simple struggle. Imperialism has many faces;
many nations have gained a political form of indepen-
dence, yet found themselves economically in chains. If
the people then remain passive, deceived by illusion of
independence or the hope that some other nation may
free them or the fear of the imperialist tiger, they remain
in chains. But wherever the people grow conscious of
their strength, and their leaders develop a sound strategy
based on the interests of the people, they discover that
the tiger is paper.

This is the great truth of our present epoch which
Chairman Mao’s statement on the paper tiger makes
clear.
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Cuban Economic Mission in China

Visitors from the Forefront in the Struggle
Against U.S. Imperialism

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

ONTINUING its sojourn in China last week, the
Cuban Revolutionary Government Economic Mis-
sion headed by Major Ernesto Che Guevara, President
of the Cuban National Bank, received a rousing welcome
everywhere it went. The Chinese people enthusiastically
greeted their Cuban guests as envoys from a heroic land,
as comrades-in-arms who stand firm at the forefront
in the struggle against U.S. imperialism.

Peking Mass Rally

On November 21, Peking held a rally of over 10,000
citizens in honour of the Cuban mission. When Premier
Chou En-lai, Vice-Premiers Chen Yi and Li Hsien-nien
and Vice-Mayor of Peking Wan Li, accompanying Major
Guevara and members of the Cuban mission, mounted
the rostrum in the Great Hall of the People, the audience
rose and broke into a tumultuous ovation amidst the
music of the Cuban “July 26” revolutionary march.

Addressing the rally, Vice-Mayor Wan Li warmly
acclaimed the victory of the Cuban revolution. The Chi-
nese people, he said, greatly rejoice at the victory won
by the Cuban people under the leadership of Prime
Minister Fidel Castro and his comrades-in-arms. The
Vice-Mayor pointed out that “U.S. imperialism shows the
utmost hatred for the Cuban revolution and is by no
means reconciled to its defeat in Cuba.” He sharply
denounced the Eisenhower administration which has just
brazenly sent naval and air force units to the Caribbean
Sea. This, he said, is another grave step taken by U.S.
imperialism to suppress the revolutionary movements of
the people of the world and aggravate international ten-
sion, and calls for sharp vigilance on the part of all the
world’s people.

Wan Li stressed: “The U.S. imperialist policy of
aggression and intervention against Cuba has not changed
and cannot change just because Kennedy of the Demo-
cratic Party is going to succeed Eisenhower of the Repub-
lican Party. U.S. imperialism will never lay down its
cleaver of its own accord, nor will it show benevolence
to the people’s revolutionary cause. So long as it sur-
vives, it will seek to disrupt that cause.” As Chairman
Mao Tse-tung has pointed out, the Vice-Mayor added,
“disrupt, fail, again disrupt, again fail, and so on till
doom — this is the logic followed by the imperialists and
all reactionaries in the world in countering the people’s
cause, a logic which they will never violate.”

The Vice-Mayor expressed firm confidence that
aggression and intervention by U.S. imperialism can
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never cow the revolutionary Cuban people. “The awakened
and united Cuban people,” he said, “with the support
of the people all over the world who love peace and
uphold justice, will surely continue to develop their re-
volutionary fighting spirit, overcome every difficulty,
smash every enemy attack and so achieve their great re-
volutionary goal.”

Wan Li further pointed out that the victory of Cuba
has set a brilliant example for the Latin American peo-
ples. He declared: “The victory of the Cuban people’s
revolution has once again exploded the myth about the
strength of U.S. imperialism and proved that U.S. im-
perialism, seemingly powerful, is essentially merely a
paper tiger. Every oppressed nation or people, provided
it unites, dares to win victory and is skilful in struggle,
will surely become an invincible force and achieve its
own liberation.”

The Vice-Mayor pledged China’s support to the
Cuban people: “The Chinese people have always regard-
ed the struggle of the Cuban and other Latin American
peoples as our own struggle and their victories as our
own victories. We consider the struggles of the Cuban
and other Latin American peoples a strong support to
the Chinese people, and we in our turn will do our
utmost to support the struggles of the Cuban and other
Latin American peoples. The 650 million Chinese peo-
ple will always remain a most reliable friend of the
Cuban pecple and the other peoples of Latin America!”

Major Guevara also spoke at the rally. He received
a massive ovation when he took the floor. He said that
the gathering “expresses the friendship of the great Chi-
nese nation for the small island of Cuba.”

Major Guevara spoke proudly about the significant
victory of the Cuban revolution. He said that for the
imperialism situated on the opposite coast which plays
with the peace, well-being and future of the world, Cuba
has become a bad headache. Because Cuba gained con-
tinued victories in land reform and other fields, he said,
this imperialist wolf soon bared its fangs and unleashed
aggression against the Cuban people. In reply to each
aggressive act, he said, the Cuban people have taken
another step forward and another counter-measure, which
has intensified the revolution more and more.

“Now, we have embarked upen a new road along
which we will quickly industrialize our country, carry
the agrarian reform further, completely wipe out unem-
ployment and illiteracy and institute a planned economy,”
Major Guevara said. These tasks, he added, were already
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approved by the people’s rally at Havana, which con-
demned the exploitation of man by man.

Speaking about future work, this battle-tested
Cuban revolutionary declared with full confidence that
although the road is arduous, “we are not isolated; we
are no longer, as a political fable says, sardines defence-
less before the U.S. shark.”

Major Guevara referred to the resolute support and
assistance extended by the peoples of the various so-
cialist countries to the Cuban revolution, saying that the
militant solidarity of the socialist countries has built up
a strong wall in the face of imperialism.

Major Guevara laid special emphasis on the great
significance of mobilizing the people to struggle for vie-
tory. He said that Cuba has set forth the clear truth
before the peoples of the Americas. It displays to all
visitors from the Americas its present beautiful reality
and the future it dreams of. It has achieved this neither
by resorting to the method of the ballot-box, nor by
pseudo-democratic parliaments, Major Guevara said. And
he went on to declare: “Cuba has won freedom and the
right to free development by her people’s armed struggle
face to face against the enemy clique and defeating it
and its imperialist masters who armed it. By smashing
the troops which protected the wealth of the puppet dic-
tatorship and replacing them by a people’s army, the
Cuban people eliminated the state organs of the former
hypocritical government and laid in their stead the
foundation for new organs which a people’s government
should have. The army, the workers and peasants,
waging concerted struggles, defeated the enemy troops
in decisive campaigns and seized the cities from the coun-
tryside. Those in the uprising constantly conducted rev-
olutionary propaganda and agitation and, by incessantly
attacking the life-lines of the enemy and the enemy troops
with guerrillas, created the subjective and objective con-
ditions for the seizure of state power.” All this, the
Cuban guest said, has incurred imperialism’s hatred for
Cuba.

Major Guevara noted that Cuba is situated in the
backyard of the U.S. colonial system. “At the time of
the birth, formation and growth of the Cuban revolution
and when imperialism is seeing the final liberation of the
peoples of various countries approach and become evident,
a qualitative advance has been taking place in America,”
he said.

Concluding amidst tumultuous applause, Major
Guevara warmly hailed the great friendship and solidarity
between the Chinese and Cuban peoples. “Because we
have a common enemy who hates us and the common
aspiration for a more beautiful world,” he said, “our
friendship will be ever-lasting like the snows of the
Himalayas.”

China-Latin America Friendship

Earlier, on November 20, the China-Latin America
Friendship Association gave a receplion welcoming the
Cuban mission. Speaking on that occasion, Major Guevara
said that since the host was the China-Latin America
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Friendship Association, he would like to speak not as a
representative of Cuba, but as one of the Latin Ameri-
cans who are [lighting for their liberty.

The Latin American peoples, Major Guevara said,
had been temporarily separated from each other by im-
perialism, but now they are uniting. The history of the
great Chinese revolution, he pointed out, the history of
China’s struggles and successes serve as experience for
the peoples of Latin America and also as a contact point
for all of them.

Major Guevara said: “Here as in Latin America,
feudalism reigned for hundreds of years and later colo-
nialism came and our people lived under the heel of
those who oppressed the Chinese people. From this the
roads to liberation in some way have similarities.”

Apart from their past historical experience, the Cuban
guest continued, the Chinese people provide us with
their current experience. In China today there is this
great reality — the most populous country in the world,
650 million people, are working with incomparable en-
thusiasm and overcoming the difficulties which face them
for the rapid construction of a better world. We have
also many things to learn from the achievements of the
people’s communes and all the other social institutions
adopted by China, Major Guevara said. It may be that
some of these methods or something similar will be adopted
by the Americas in pursuing the road of liberation when
the first step has been taken — that is, the seizure of
power by the workers and peasants, he added.

The Cuban mission arrived in Pcking on November
17. Tt left the capital on November 22 {o tour other
parts of the country. As we go to press, the mission is
continuing its visit —a visit which is forging new links
in the militant friendship between the Chinese and Cuban
peoples.
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