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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

New Chapter in Sino-British Relations

Last week’s signing of the Hongkong accord constitutes
a historic landmark in Chinese and world politics. It proves
the practicality of the “one country, two systems™ concept and
heralds a new chapter in Sino-British relations (p. 4 & pp. 6-7).

Sino-Sudanese Ties Grow Stronger

In their recent talks in Beijing, President Gaafar Mohamed
Nimeri and Chinese leaders found that they have identical or
similar views on major international issues. This is the founda-
tion for the two countries to develop friendly bilateral
relations (p. 8).

All-Round Economic Development in 1984

Facts and figures from the State Statistical Bureau show
that China's economy made strides in almost all areas in 1984.
Big increases were registered in the total value of revenue and
foreign trade (p. 10).

Qinhuangdao — China’s Energy Port

As one of Beijing Review’s profiles of the 14 open port
cities, the city of Qinhuangdao is featured this week. The only
ice-free port in north China, Qinhuangdao has developed into
the key transport centre for oil and coal. Though tourists have
long flocked to the city’s Beidaihe seaside resort, investors and
foreign business people are finding the rapidly growing in-
dustrial port an added attraction (p. 23).

Mei’'s Impact Remains in Beijing Opera

Mei Lanfang (1894-1961), China's premier performer of
female Beijing opera roles, was an ambassador of Chinese
theatre who spread its beauty all over the world. Last October,
as the Chinese theatre world marked Mei's 90th birthday, there
were many reminders of just how great an influence the opera
master made during his half century on the stage (p. 17).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

New Stage for

by MU YOULIN

International Editor

The Joint Declaration of the
Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land on the Question of Hongkong
was formally signed Dec. 19 in
Beijing by Chinese Premier Zhao
Ziyang and British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher. It is a his-
torically significant event for the
two countries and for world pol-
itics, and marks a new stage of all-
round development in the history
of Sino-British relations.

In the document the Chinese
Government declares that it will
resume the exercise of sovereignty
over Hongkong from July 1, 1997.
The British Government declares
that -it will restore Hongkong to
China at that time. Thus, the
problem of Hongkong, left over
from the past, is resolved satisfac-
torily. The unfortunate history of
Hongkong coming under the rule
of another country will be put to
an end. and the wound left on Chi-
nese people’s hearts by the unequal
treaties of the past has been
healed. The prerequisites for a
new stage in Sino-British relations
are fulfilled.

The implementation of the joint
declaration and the smooth trans-
fer of power in Hongkong will be
extremely complicated and diffi-
cult. It calls for close co-operation
between the two countries. For
this purpose, the joint declaration
stipulates that a Sino-British Liai-
son Group be set up.

The Chinese Government has
stated that it will carry out the ac-
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Sino-British Ties

cord to the letter. Mrs. Thatcher
has expressed firm determination
to carry out the Hongkong accord
and to co-operate closely with Chi-
na. The British Government has
assumed responsibility for main-
taining prosperity and stability in
Hongkong, and China will co-
operate in this regard. It will be
a symbol of friendly co-operation
to hand over a prosperous and
stable Hongkong to China.

Ensuring the stability, prosperity
and development of Hongkong is
in the common interests of China
and Britain. British investments
and othcr economic interests in
Hongkong will be protected and
given due regard. Hongkong is the
economic hub of the Asian-Pacific
region. It is now one of the
world’s three largest financial cen-
tres. As Asia and the Pacific share
a growing proportion of the
world’s economy, Hongkong will
also play a greater role. It will cer-
tainly bencfit Britain to strengthen
its ties with this region which now
has the most development
potential in the world.

As the co-operation between
China and Britain grows through
the settlement of the Hongkong
question,’ a closer all-round rela-
tionship will also be established.

Now that the joint declara-
tion has been officially sign-
ed the two countries’ senior

leaders will visit each other more
often, and trade and other econom-
ic and technological exchanges will
grow. Cultural exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people contacts will expand.

It is worth mentioning that
Mrs. Thatcher has pursued a pol-
icy of friendly co-operation with
China and has adopted a realistic

attitude towards Hongkong. With
a stateswoman's foresight and sa-
gacity in judging the hour and siz-
ing up the situation, she fully
understood and approved of the
concept of “one country, two sys-
tems” put forward by Chinese
leaders. She also made wise
choices at important junctures in
the talks, pushing the talks to a
breakthrough and contributing to
their success.

As an expression of how highly
she values the joint declaration and
the friendly co-operation between
Britain and China, she has come
to Beijing to personally sign the
declaration. China warmly wel-
comes her and cheers her for her
singular role in bringing Sino-
British relations into a new era.

The Hongkong accord is a major
step in China’s great task to re-
unify the motherland. This step
will have a tremendous impact on
Taiwan's return to the mainland,
too. The positive potential of the
Hongkong agreement is in a sharp
contrast to the Nanking Treaty of
1842, which was the first of a
series of unequal treaties which
caused old China to disintegrate.

The Sino-British accord will also
benefit peace and stability in Asia
and all over the world. It has been
well received around the world as
a good example for peaceful settle-
ment of other issues left by history.

China and Britain hold similar
views on safeguarding world peace
and on. many other international
issues. The advent of greater
Sino-British co-operation will con-
tribute to consolidating world
peace.

Beijing Review, No. 52




LETTERS

Vast Improvement

This letter may seem a little
early but | must write to wish
you and your entire staff a very
happy and prosperous New Year
of the Ox. 1 have subscribed to
Beijing Review for many years
and thoroughly enjoy reading and
rereading each issue. | have sav-
ed all issues since 1977, when it
was better known as Peking Re-
view, and | do see the vast im-
provement. Your new colour
cover and new format greatly im-
proves the publication. 1 c¢njoy
reading it every week and com-

pliment you and the staffl on
the format, printing, exccllent
English and topics. It is better

than our local newspapers as far
as coverage and topics are con-
cerned. Please keep up the excel-
lent work, as | plan to keep my
subscription for many more years.
Willard G. Sibus

New York City, USA

Concise Writing

I especially appreciated your
succinct and concise contents and
vibrant colour covers.

I am particularly interested in
the two articles in issue No. 40
about Mayor Li Ruihuan’s bold
reforms in Tianjin. The articles
also told about the realistic plans
to rebuild the city and better use
the space available. We have
tried to use the same ideas of
placing certain organizations and
enterprises in specific areas here
in Latin America, but attempts at
comprehensive urban  planning
almost always come to nothing.

In  Guadalajara (the second
most populous city in Mexico,
after Mexico City) we are con-
ducting a survey called “social
classes and urban development”
aimed at clarifying power re-
lations in how city space is dis-

tributed. while keeping in mind
the origins of our social structure
and the stage of development of
our present  capitalist  society,
More specifically, we are analys-
ing Guadalajara from 1940 to the
present.

I want to exchange various ref-
erence malerials concerning our
survey work with our counter-
parts in China.

Rosa L. Zamudis Q
Guadalajara, Mexico

Development Efforts

In the nearly one year since we
started reading Beijing Review we
have been impressed by:

1. The serious efforts being
made at all levels to build a so-
ciety with material security for
all but with cultural and social

aspects.
2. The fabulous success of
China’s economy over the last
few years.
3. The important efforts to

motivate and mobilize the rural
economy through the responsibil-
ity system. Indeed, socialism is
based on the theory that the peo-
ple must take responsibility for
their lives, activities and existence
(rather than depend on the whims
of owners of capital, or state
bureaucrats).

You keep us aware of China's
efforts and imaginative ideas.
Keep it up!

John Stewart
Harare, Zimbabwe

Awkward Writing

I must confess that the contents
of your articles are very good.
But as for the writing style,
European readers find it awkward
and stiff though your grammar is
beyond question. I boldly sug-
gest here that you employ some

native speakers as translators if it
is possible. They can certainly
make your articles more lively
and more consistent in style.

It is interesting to read about
China's theatre and  movies.
Europcans know little about this
aspect of China, cven those who
have a great interest in China's
wonderful traditions and present
culture.

M. Hermes Pazzaglini
Milan, Italy

More Colour Pictures

I appreciate your efforts to sup-
plement reports of current events
with your opinions. The competi-
tion for world news does not
mean that world events should be
covered to the neglect of other
aspects of reporting. So | think
it is especially necessary for your
magazine to carry more colour
pictures. This is where the pres-
ent Beijing Review fails. Of
course, your language is good and
your analyses are well put, but
more efforts should be made
anyway.

Moussa Keita
Nouarchott, Mauritania

Likes Reports on
Traditional Medicine

The important position of Chi-
nese traditional medicine is well-
known to the people of the world.
I hope Beijing Review will leave
some room for reports on your
medical achievements. This will
help promote the development
and research on African medicine.

China and our country have
established a very good co-opera-
tive relationship. In order to
strengthen the relations between
the two countries, we have shown
great interest in Beijing Review.

Daga Dijifa
Togo

December 24, 1984
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