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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

H o n g K o n g B a s i c L a w G u a r a n t e e s 
^ ^ O n e C o u n t r y , T w o S y s t e m s " 

rwnhe just-ended Third Session of the Seventh 
I National People's Congress (NPC) finally 

A passed the Basic Law of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region of the People's 
Repubhc of China, drawing a satisfactory end 
to nearly five years of drafting this law. 

The Basic Law of Hong Kong is formulated 
in accordance with the concept of "one country, 
two systems" — that is, in the unified People's 
Republic of China, the mainland practises so­
cialism, while Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan 
practise capitalism. This concept not only leads 
to a satisfactory solution of the question of 
China's resumption of exercise of sovereignty 
over Hong Kong, but also provides a solid base 
for maintaining long-term stability and prosper­
ity for Hong Kong. 

For quite a long time. Hong Kong and the 
mainland have pursued two different social sys­
tems. Economic development in the two areas 
has also been imbalanced. Whether the "one 
country, two systems" blueprint will succeed in 
China under a socialist constitution depends on 
what the Basic Law of Hong Kong stipulates. 
Naturally, the drafting of the Basic Law of 
Hong Kong has drawn concern from people 
both at home and abroad. 

Unprecedented as it is, the concept "one 
country, two systems" faces many specific and 
unpredictable practical issues in its translation 
into reality. Therefore, in drafting the Basic 
Law, a principled stand must be combined with 
flexibility. 

The Basic Law of Hong Kong is a national 
law. It must, in accordance with China's consti­
tution, dlearly state the position of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region in the na­
tional administrative system, specify the respec­
tive powers of the Central People's Government 
and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re­
gion, embody the central government's basic 
policies and guidelines over Hong Kong, and 
stipulate the scope and degree of Hong Kong's 
autonomy. 

On the other hand, the Basic Law of Hong 

b y O u r G u e s t C o m m e n t a t o r R u a n P i n g 

Kong is a mini-constitution for the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region. Its provisions 
and articles concern the various aspects of life 
in Hong Kong, including social and economic 
systems, guarantees for residents' basic rights 
and freedoms, administrative management, leg­
islative and judicial systems and the protection 
of private property. It is a guarantee for contin­
uing the capitalist system in Hong Kong after 
1997. In other words, the stipulations of the 
Chinese constitution in these areas will not ap­
ply in Hong Kong. 

Under the circumstances, there were two 
highly important questions of concern in the 
drafting process. One was the relationship be­
tween the central government and the special 
administrative region. Specifically, how it is 
possible to guarantee the state's exercise of sov­
ereignty over Hong Kong while safeguarding 
the latter's high degree of autonomy. Another 
was the creation of a political structure that will 
provide the preconditions for a future "Hong 
Hong run by the Hong Kong people" so as to 
maintain its stability and prosperity. 

According to the Sino-British Joint Declara­
tion on the Question of Hong Kong, "The Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region shall be 
directly under the authority of the Central Peo­
ple's Government of the People's Republic of 
China and shall enjoy a high degree of autono­
my," and, "Except for foreign and defence af­
fairs which are the responsibilities of the 
Central People's Government, the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region shall be vested 
with executive, legislative and independent ju­
dicial power, including that of final adjudica­
tion." These two passages best demonstrate the 
spirit of "one country, two systems." There can­
not be lopsided emphasis on either the "one 
country" or the "two systems." 

It is no easy task, however, to put the princi­
ples into practice, especially when legal issues 
are involved. For example, the application of 
national laws in Hong Kong is one of the knotty 
issues. Under the concept of "one country, two 
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NOTES F R O M T H E E D I T O R S 

s y s t e m s , " H o n g K o n g w i l l r e t a i n i t s o r i g i n a l 
l e g a l s y s t e m , w h i c h m e a n s t h a t n a t i o n a l l a w s i n 
g e n e r a l a r e n o t t o b e p r a c t i s e d i n H o n g K o n g . 
O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , b e c a u s e t h e s p e c i a l a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i v e r e g i o n i s a p a r t o f C h i n a ' s t e r r i t o r y , 
s e v e r a l n a t i o n a l l a w s t h a t e m b o d y n a t i o n a l s o v ­
e r e i g n t y m u s t b e c a r r i e d o u t i n H o n g K o n g . 
T h e r e f o r e , i t m u s t b e c l e a r l y s t a t e d w h i c h n a ­
t i o n a l l a w s a r e a p p l i c a b l e , w h i c h a r e n o t , a n d i f 
a p p l i c a b l e , w h a t p r o c e d u r e s s h o u l d b e u n d e r ­
t a k e n . 

T a k e t h e i n d e p e n d e n t j u d i c i a l p o w e r a n d t h a t 
o f f i n a l a d j u d i c a t i o n f o r a n o t h e r e x a m p l e . I n d e ­
p e n d e n t j u d i c i a l p o w e r m e a n s t h e c o u r t s c a n 
c o n d u c t t r i a l s i n d e p e n d e n t o f a n y i n t e r f e r e n c e , 
w h i l e t h e p o w e r o f f i n a l a d j u d i c a t i o n m e a n s 
t h a t j u d g m e n t a n d r u l e b y t h e H o n g K o n g S p e ­
c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t i v e R e g i o n ' s C o u r t o f F i n a l A p ­
p e a l a r e f i n a l . H o w e v e r , H o n g K o n g c o u r t s a s 
l o c a l c o u r t s c a n n o t h a n d l e c a s e s c o n c e r n i n g 
c h a r g e s o n t h e e x e r c i s e o f s o v e r e i g n t y b y t h e 
h i g h e s t s t a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r g a n s . C o m m o n 
l a w r u l e s , t o o , d i c t a t e t h a t t h e a d j u d i c a t i o n 
p o w e r o f c o u r t s i s l i m i t e d . T h e r e f o r e , t h e d r a f t ­
e d l a w s h o u l d p r e s e r v e t h e o r i g i n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s 
i m p o s e d o n H o n g K o n g c o u r t s ' a d j u d i c a t i v e 
r i g h t s w h i l e p r e v e n t i n g t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s f r o m 
b e i n g e x t e n d e d t o c h e c k t h e f u l l e x e r c i s e o f 
a d j u d i c a t i v e r i g h t s b y t h e s p e c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
r e g i o n ' s c o u r t s . 

T h e B a s i c L a w o f H o n g K o n g s h o w s t h a t n o t 
o n l y t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d i s s u e s , b u t a l s o o t h e r 
q u e s t i o n s , s u c h a s t h e l e g i s l a t i v e p o w e r , t h e 
r i g h t t o i n t e r p r e t a n d a m e n d t h e B a s i c L a w a n d 
t h e s t a t i o n i n g o f t r o o p s i n t h e s p e c i a l a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i v e r e g i o n , h a v e a l l b e e n s m o o t h l y r e s o l v e d 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s p i r i t o f " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o 
s y s t e m s . " 

H o n g K o n g w i l l r e t u r n t o C h i n a i n 1 9 9 7 
c h a n g i n g f r o m a B r i t i s h c o l o n y t o t h e H o n g 
K o n g S p e c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t i v e R e g i o n o f C h i n a , 
e n j o y i n g a h i g h d e g r e e o f a u t o n o m y . W i t h a n 
e y e t o w a r d s t h e f u t u r e , a l l t h e p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y 
t h e H o n g K o n g r e s i d e n t s t o o k p a r t i c u l a r c a r e i n 
d e c i d i n g w h a t k i n d o f p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w a s b e s t 
s u i t a b l e t o t h e H o n g K o n g S p e c i a l A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e R e g i o n w h i l e t h e B a s i c L a w o f H o n g K o n g 
w a s b e i n g d r a f t e d . B e c a u s e o f d i f f e r e n c e s o f 
o p i n i o n o v e r t h e c u r r e n t s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , b a s i c 
t a r g e t s a n d c o n c e p t s , p e o p l e h a d d i f f e r e n t i d e a s 
o n w h a t k i n d o f p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w o u l d w o r k 
a n d h o w f a r t o d e v e l o p a d e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l 
s y s t e m t h a t c o u l d m e e t H o n g K o n g ' s n e e d f o r 
s t a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e D r a f t i n g C o m m i t t e e a l s o 

f a c e d a n o t h e r p r o b l e m : H o w t o w o r k o u t a 
H o n g K o n g p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e t h a t w o u l d b e 
a c c e p t e d b y t h e m a j o r i t y o f H o n g K o n g c i t i z e n s 
a n d w o u l d c o n f o r m t o a l l o f H o n g K o n g i n ­
t e r e s t s , t h a t w o u l d n o t o n l y g u a r a n t e e t h e g r a d ­
u a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f a d e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l s y s ­
t e m b u t a l s o g u a r a n t e e a s m o o t h t r a n s i t i o n f r o m 
B r i t a i n t o C h i n a a n d c o n t i n u a t i o n a f t e r 1 9 9 7 . 
T h e p a r t o f t h e P o l i t i c a l S t r u c t u r e o f t h e B a s i c 
L a w o f H o n g K o n g w a s f o r m u l a t e d a f t e r s o l i c i t ­
i n g d i f f e r e n t o p i n i o n s a n d t a k i n g t h e s t r o n g e s t 
p o i n t s f r o m t h e v a r i o u s d r a f t s . D u r i n g t h e p r o ­
cess o f d r a f t i n g t h e B a s i c L a w t h e m e m b e r s 
o f t h e D r a f t i n g C o m m i t t e e c o l l e c t e d o p i n i o n s 
f r o m p e o p l e o f a l l w a l k s o f l i f e i n H o n g K o n g 
a n d g a v e f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e i r d e s i r e s . T h e 
c o m m i t t e e d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e w o r k s t y l e o f d e ­
m o c r a c y t h r o u g h i t s c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t s a n d c l o s e 
c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

T h e e n t i r e d r a f t i n g p r o c e s s w a s o n e o f i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n , s t u d y , d i s c u s s i o n , c o n s u l t a t i o n a n d 
e v e n d e b a t e o n t h e a b o v e m e n t i o n e d t w o m a i n 
q u e s t i o n s . T h e D r a f t i n g C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 
r e m a i n e d f a i t h f u l t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f s a f e g u a r d ­
i n g s t a t e s o v e r e i g n t y a n d m a i n t a i n i n g t h e s t a b i l ­
i t y a n d p r o s p e r i t y o f H o n g K o n g . T h e y s o u g h t 
a c o m m o n g r o u n d w h i l e i r o n i n g o u t d i f f e r e n c e s , 
r e s p e c t i n g a n d t r u s t i n g e a c h o t h e r , r e s o l v i n g 
t h o r n y i s s u e s o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r a n d f i n a l l y 
w o r k i n g o u t t h e B a s i c L a w o f H o n g K o n g . 

A l t h o u g h t h e B a s i c L a w o f H o n g K o n g h a s 
b e e n p a s s e d b y t h e T h i r d S e s s i o n o f t h e S e v e n t h 
N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s a n d t h e c o n c e p t o f 
" o n e c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s " h a s b e e n w r i t t e n 
i n t o l a w , i t i s o n l y t h e b e g i n n i n g . 

M o r e q u e s t i o n s m a y a r i s e d u r i n g t h e t r a n s i ­
t i o n p e r i o d a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t p r o c e s s a f t e r 
1 9 9 7 . T h e B a s i c L a w o f H o n g K o n g h a s o n l y 
p r o v i d e d a p r o c e d u r e a n d b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s f o r 
r e s o l v i n g o f t h e q u e s t i o n s . T h i s r e q u i r e s t h a t a l l 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e i n t h e s p i r i t o f m u t u a l t r u s t 
a n d r e s p e c t a n d s e e k i n g c o m m o n g o a l s d e s p i t e 
t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s , p r o c e e d o n t h e s e t l i n e t o ­
w a r d s t h e t a r g e t : T h i s l i n e i s t o c a r r y o u t t h e 
B a s i c L a w o f H o n g K o n g t o t h e l e t t e r a n d t h e 
t a r g e t i s , o f c o u r s e , t o p r e s e r v e s t a t e u n i f i c a t i o n 
a n d t h e p r o s p e r i t y a n d s t a b i l i t y o f H o n g K o n g . 

T h e c o n c e p t o f " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s " i s 
w i t h o u t p r e c e d e n t i n h i s t o r y . T h e B a s i c L a w o f 
H o n g K o n g i s a l s o u n p r e c e d e n t e d . T h e r e f o r e , i t 
i s o n l y n a t u r a l f o r s o m e p e o p l e t o b e s u s p i c i o u s 
o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f t w o s y s t e m s — s o c i a l i s m 
a n d c a p i t a l i s m — i n o n e c o u n t r y . H o w e v e r , t h e 
f u t u r e w i l l p r o v i d e a s a t i s f a c t o r y a n s w e r . , • 
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Third Session of the Seventh NPC Ends 

T r 1 1 o t h e d e l i g h t o f p e o p l e b o t h 
i n H o n g K o n g a n d o n t h e 
m a i n l a n d , t h e B a s i c L a w o f 

t h e H o n g K o n g S p e c i a l A d m i n i s ­
t r a t i v e R e g i o n ( S A R ) w a s p a s s e d 
a t t h e c l o s i n g m e e t i n g o f t h e 
T h i r d S e s s i o n o f t h e S e v e n t h N a ­
t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s ( N P C ) 
o n A p r i l 4 . 

T h e b a s i c l a w w a s t h e p r o d u c t 
o f m o r e t h a n f o u r y e a r s o f w o r k 
b y t h e H o n g K o n g B a s i c L a w 
D r a f t i n g C o m m i t t e e . I t w a s m a d e 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e 
C h i n e s e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d u n d e r 
t h e p r i n c i p l e o f " o n e c o u n t r y , t w o 
s y s t e m s . " I t s t i p u l a t e s t h a t t h e 
H o n g K o n g S A R s h a l l b e i n c o r ­
p o r a t e d a s a l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
r e g i o n w i t h a h i g h d e g r e e o f a u ­
t o n o m y d i r e c t l y u n d e r t h e c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e ­
p u b l i c o f C h i n a . 

T h e b a s i c l a w a l s o d e f i n e s 
H o n g K o n g ' s f u t u r e p o l i t i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e . 

I t s t a t e s t h a t p e r m a n e n t r e s i ­
d e n t s a n d o t h e r p e o p l e r e s i d i n g i n 
t h e H o n g K o n g S A R w i l l e n j o y 
e x t e n s i v e p o l i t i c a l , i n d i v i d u a l , 
e c o n o m i c , c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l a n d 
f a m i l y r i g h t s a n d f r e e d o m s . 

R e g a r d i n g t h e e c o n o m y , t h e 
b a s i c l a w s p e l l s o u t t h e H o n g 
K o n g S A R ' s e c o n o m i c s y s t e m 
a n d p o l i c i e s i n e i g h t a s p e c t s : 
p u b l i c f i n a n c e , m o n e t a r y a f f a i r s , 
t r a d e , i n d u s t r y , c o m m e r c e , l a n d 
l e a s e s , s h i p p i n g a n d c i v i l a v i a t i o n . 
A l l a r e i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o e n s u r i n g 
t h e n o r m a l o p e r a t i o n o f H o n g 
K o n g ' s c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m i c m e ­
c h a n i s m a n d m a i n t a i n i n g i t s s t a ­
t u s as a w o r l d f i n a n c i a l c e n t r e 
a n d f r e e p o r t . 

A l s o p a s s e d w a s t h e A m e n d ­
m e n t t o t h e J o i n t V e n t u r e L a w 
t o f u r t h e r p r o t e c t t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 
f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r s i n C h i n a . O n e o f 
t h e f o u r m a j o r c h a n g e s s p e c i f i e d 
i n t h e a m e n d m e n t i s t h a t C h i n a 
s h a l l n o t n a t i o n a l i z e a n y S i n o -
f o r e i g n e q u i t y j o i n t v e n t u r e s . 

m e e t i n g p a s s e d r e s o l u t i o n s o n a 
r e p o r t o n t h e w o r k o f t h e g o v e r n ­
m e n t , t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l ' s 1 9 9 0 
p l a n f o r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c a n d 
s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e i m p l e ­
m e n t a t i o n o f t h e S t a t e B u d g e t f o r 
1 9 8 9 a n d t h e S t a t e B u d g e t f o r 
1 9 9 0 , a w o r k r e p o r t o f t h e N P C 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e , a n d w o r k 
r e p o r t s o f t h e S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s 
C o u r t a n d t h e S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s 
P r o c u r a t o r a t e . 
Third Session of Seventh C P P C C 
Closes. T h e T h i r d S e s s i o n o f t h e 
S e v e n t h N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e o f 
t h e C h i n e s e P e o p l e ' s P o l i t i c a l 
C o n s u l t a t i v e C o n f e r e n c e 
( C P P C C ) c l o s e d s u c c e s s f u l l y o n 
M a r c h 2 9 a f t e r a d o p t i n g s e v e r a l 
r e s o l u t i o n s . I t a l s o e l e c t e d b y a n 
a u t o m a t i c v o t i n g m a c h i n e H o n g 
X u e z h i a s t h e n e w v i c e - c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e C P P C C N a t i o n a l C o m m i t ­
t e e . Y a n g Z h i l i n , S o n g D e m i n , 
T a n g A o q i n g a n d T a n W e i x u 
w e r e e l e c t e d n e w m e m b e r s o f 
t h e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C P P C C N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e . 

L i X i a n n i a n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
C P P C C N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e , 
d e s c r i b e d t h e s e s s i o n i n h i s s p e e c h 
a t t h e c l o s i n g m e e t i n g a s " u n i t e d , 
d e m o c r a t i c a n d m o r a l e b o o s t i n g . " 

H e s p o k e h i g h l y o f t h e w o r k 
d o n e b y t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y ' s C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e a n d 
t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l i n t h e p o l i t i c a l , 
e c o n o m i c a n d d i p l o m a t i c f i e l d s . 

" F a c t s h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e c o l -

Wan L i , chairman of the N P C Standing 
Committee, chairs the 3rd Session of 
the 7 th N P C . 

O t h e r c h a n g e s i n v o l v e t h e s e l e c ­
t i o n o f t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e b o a r d 
o f d i r e c t o r s , t h e i s s u e o f o p e r a ­
t i o n a l p e r i o d s , a n d t h e d e s i g n a ­
t i o n o f b a n k s w i t h w h i c h e q u i t y 
j o i n t v e n t u r e s c a n o p e n a c c o u n t s . 

T h i s s e s s i o n a c c e p t e d D e n g 
X i a o p i n g ' s r e s i g n a t i o n f r o m t h e 
c h a i r m a n s h i p o f t h e C e n t r a l M i l ­
i t a r y C o m m i s s i o n o f t h e P e o p l e ' s 
R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a a n d e l e c t e d 
J i a n g Z e m i n , g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y o f 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , t o t h e p o s t . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e c o n c l u d i n g 
The 7 th N P C holding its 3rd Session in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. 
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l e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e P a r t y 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e w i t h J i a n g 
Z e m i n as g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y h a s 
a d h e r e d t o M a r x i s m a n d i s t h e 
r e l i a b l e c o r e o f l e a d e r s h i p f o r t h e 
p e o p l e o f a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s , " L i 
s a i d . 

H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e p e o p l e 
a r e m a s t e r s o f t h e c o u n t r y . T o 
b r i n g t h e i r i n i t i a t i v e i n t o f u l l p l a y 
i s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l g u a r a n t e e o f 
v i c t o r y i n C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t c a u s e . 

T h e C P P C C h a s a m a j o r r o l e t o 
p l a y i n p u s h i n g f o r w a r d t h e r e ­
f o r m , o p e n i n g t o t h e o u t s i d e 
w o r l d a n d s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a ­
t i o n , i n s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e t i e s o f 
t h e P a r t y a n d g o v e r n m e n t w i t h 
t h e p e o p l e a n d i n e n h a n c i n g t h e 

u n i t y a m o n g t h e p e o p l e t h r o u g h ­
o u t C h i n a , L i s a i d . 

T h e p o l i t i c a l r e s o l u t i o n a d o p t ­
e d a t t h e m e e t i n g e x p r e s s e s t h e 
h o p e t h a t t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l w i l l 
c a r e f u l l y s t u d y a n d h a n d l e t h e 
s u g g e s t i o n s a n d p r o p o s a l s m a d e 
b y t h e C P P C C N a t i o n a l C o m m i t ­
t e e m e m b e r s f o r f u r t h e r i n g t h e 
n a t i o n ' s p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y . 

A c c o r d i n g t o a r e p o r t o n p r o ­
p o s a l s p u t f o r w a r d d u r i n g t h e ses­
s i o n , C P P C C N a t i o n a l C o m m i t ­
t e e m e m b e r s h a v e m a d e m o r e 
t h a n 1 , 7 0 0 p r o p o s a l s , w h i c h w i l l 
b e r e f e r r e d t o 1 4 0 d e p a r t m e n t s 
a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s u n d e r t h e C o m ­
m u n i s t P a r t y C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e 
a n d t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l . • 

Tibet to Establish World's No.l Preserve 

Wi t h t h e h e l p o f t h e i r t w o -
l e g g e d f r i e n d s , r a r e f o u r -
l e g g e d r e s i d e n t s a n d o t h -

e n d a n g e r e d s p e c i e s o n t h e 
r o o f o f t h e w o r l d " w i l l s o o n 

h a v e t h e i r o w n e x c l u s i v e , w e l l -
p r o t e c t e d s a n c t u a r y i n n o r t h ­
w e s t e r n T i b e t . 

C h i n e s e s c i e n t i s t s h a v e c o n ­
f i r m e d t h a t o f f i c i a l s i n C h i n a 
a n d A m e r i c a n c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
s i g n e d a l e t t e r o f i n t e n t l a s t N o v ­
e m b e r 2 9 t o e s t a b l i s h w h a t t h e y 
s a y w i l l b e t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t 
w i l d l i f e r e s e r v e . I t w i l l b e w i t h ­
i n t h e Q i a n g t a n g ( C h a n g T a n g ) 
a r e a , a r a t h e r p u r e t r a c t e n c o m ­
p a s s i n g t h e h e a r t o f o n e o f t h e 
b i g g e s t a n d m o s t u n s p o i l e d e c o ­
s y s t e m s o n E a r t h . 

Q i a n g t a n g , m e a n i n g " N o r t h ­
e r n P l a i n " o r " N o r t h e r n W i l d e r ­
n e s s " i n t h e T i b e t a n l a n g u a g e , i s 
a m y s t e r i o u s , a w e - i n s p i r i n g a r e a 
o f a b o u t 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e k i l o ­
m e t r e s , r o u g h l y t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e 
T i b e t A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n . T o 
i t s n o r t h l i e t h e K u n l u n M o u n ­
t a i n s , a n d t o t h e s o u t h t o w e r t h e 
G a n g d i s e a n d N y e n c h e n T a n -
g l h a m o u n t a i n r a n g e s . T h e T a n -
g l h a R a n g e s t a n d s o n i t s e a s t ­
e r n t h r e s h o l d . T h i s v a s t s t r e t c h 
o f h i g h l a n d , a t a n a v e r a g e a l t i ­

t u d e o f 4 , 5 0 0 m e t r e s , c o n s i s t s o f 
i s o l a t e d m o u n t a i n s a n d r o l l i n g 
p l a i n s d o t t e d w i t h 1 , 5 0 0 l a k e s , 
m o r e t h a n a n y w h e r e e l s e i n 
C h i n a . 

W i t h a n a v e r a g e a n n u a l t e m ­
p e r a t u r e b e t w e e n m i n u s 3 d e ­
g r e e s a n d z e r o C e l s i u s a n d a 
y e a r l y p r e c i p i t a t i o n b e t w e e n 1 0 0 
a n d 3 0 0 m i l l i m e t r e s , Q i n g t a n g i s 
t o o c o l d a n d d r y t o a c c o m m o ­
d a t e h u m a n s o u l s , b u t i t i s w h a t 
C h i n e s e a n d A m e r i c a n z o o l o g i s t s 
c a l l " a r a r e a n i m a l g a r d e n . " 

I t i s t h e n a t i v e h a b i t a t f o r w i l d 
y a k s , T i b e t a n w i l d a s s e s , T i b e t a n 
t a k i n s , T i b e t a n g a ­
z e l l e s , T i b e t a n w i l d 
s h e e p , b l u e s h e e p a n d 
T i b e t a n b r o w n b e a r s , 
a l l o f w h i c h a r e f o u n d 
o n l y i n t h e Q i n g h a i -
T i b e t P l a t e a u , k n o w n 
a s " t h e r o o f o f t h e 
w o r l d . " I t i s a l s o f r e ­
q u e n t e d b y o t h e r p r e ­
c i o u s m a m m a l s a n d 
b i r d s s u c h a s s n o w 
l e o p a r d s , l y n x , w h i t e -
l i p p e d d e e r s , g o l d e n -
h a i r e d m o n k e y s , 
w o l v e s , t i g e r s a n d 
T i b e t a n s n o w c o c k s . 
F l o c k s o f s w a n s , w i l d 

d u c k s , p i g e o n s a n d o t h e r t r a n ­
s i e n t s c a n b e f o u n d o n i t s l a k e s 
a n d i s l e s . 

A s t h e l a s t f o o t h o l d f o r t h e s e 
p l a t e a u c r e a t u r e s , t h e r e g i o n " r e ­
p r e s e n t s t h e f i n e s t w i l d l i f e a r e a 
r e m a i n i n g i n C h i n a a n d o n e o f 
t h e f i n e s t i n t h e w o r l d , " s a i d t h e 
l e t t e r o f i n t e n t . " I t r e p r e s e n t s 
a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d e c o s y s t e m t h a t 
h a s y e t b e e n l i t t l e m o d i f i e d b y 
h u m a n s , a n e c o s y s t e m u n i q u e i n 
t h e w o r l d . " 

T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e 
Q i a n g t a n g N a t u r a l R e s e r v e w a s 
p r o p o s e d l a s t a u t u m n w h e n 
C h i n e s e e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s h o s t ­
e d a n o t e d A m e r i c a n b i o l o g i s t . 
D r . G e o r g e S c h a l l e r . T h e y h a d 
c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e b e a u t y o f t h e 
r e g i o n , i t s r a r e a n d i n t e r e s t i n g 
f l o r a a n d f a u n a , a n d i t s g r e a t 
s c i e n t i f i c v a l u e m a k e i t a n a t u r a l 
t r e a s u r e o f T i b e t , C h i n a a n d t h e 
w o r l d , a n d i t s h o u l d b e p r o t e c t ­
e d , s a i d X u e D a y u a n , a C h i n e s e 
b i o l o g i s t f r o m t h e N a n j i n g I n s t i ­
t u t e o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l S c i e n c e . 

L a s t N o v e m b e r , X u e a c c o m ­
p a n i e d D r . S c h a l l e r t o T i b e t . 
T h e r e , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m t h e 
T i b e t a n E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c ­
t i o n A g e n c y a n d D r . S c h a l l e r , o n 
b e h a l f o f W i l d l i f e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l - , a u n i t o f t h e N e w 
Y o r k Z o o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , e n ­
d o r s e d t h e l e t t e r . T h e d o c u m e n t , 
w h i c h c o m m i t s n o l e g a l e f f e c t . 
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d e f i n e s t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e Q i a n g -
t a n g N a t u r a l R e s e r v e ( S e e d i a ­
g r a m ) . T o t a l a r e a o f t h e r e s e r v e 
w i l l t o p 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e k i l o ­
m e t r e s , o r a b o u t t h e s i z e o f B r i ­
t a i n . 

" T h i s i s i n d e e d a n a m b i t i o u s 
d e s i g n a n d i t s r e a l i z a t i o n d e ­
p e n d s , t o a g r e a t e x t e n t , o n h o w 
m u c h f u n d s w e c a n g e t , " s a i d 
X u e , a d d i n g t h a t b o t h s i d e s a r e 
d i s c u s s i n g w a y s t o r a i s e m o n e y . 

H e a l s o e x p r e s s e d h i s h o p e t h a t 
p e o p l e a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d w o u l d 
s u p p o r t t h e p r o p o s a l a n d d o n a t e 
m o n e y . " T h o s e p l a t e a u r a r e a n i ­
m a l s a r e n o t o n l y o u r t r e a s u r e s , 
t h e y a l s o b e l o n g t o t h e w h o l e 
w o r l d , j u s t l i k e t h e g i a n t p a n d a , " 
h e s a i d . 

X u e s a i d t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f 
t h e T i b e t A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n , 
b e a r i n g a g r e a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o 
p r o t e c t t h e w i l d l i f e n e i g h b o u r ­
h o o d , f u l l y s u p p o r t s t h e e f f o r t s 
o f t h e s c i e n t i s t s a n d e n v i r o n m e n ­
t a l i s t s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h i s p r o ­
j e c t . I t w o u l d a l s o l i k e t o see t h e 
l e t t e r o f i n t e n t t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 
r e a l i t y , a l t h o u g h n o t i m e t a b l e 
h a s b e e n set f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e 
r e s e r v e . 

A c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y , t h e 
Q i n g h a i - T i b e t P l a t e a u h a s b e e n 
o n t h e h p s o f m a n y p e o p l e r e ­
c e n t l y . O n M a r c h 14 t h e C h i n a 
Q i n g h a i - T i b e t P l a t e a u S o c i e t y , 
w h i c h p l a n s t o s t u d y t h e h i g h ­
l a n d ' s b i o l o g y , g e o l o g y , r e ­
sou rce s , e n v i r o n m e n t a n d d e v e l ­
o p m e n t , w a s f o u n d e d i n B e i j i n g . 

A t t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n c e r e m o n y , 
w h i c h a l s o s e r v e d t o o p e n a s y m ­
p o s i u m o n t h e t a b l e l a n d , z o o l o ­
g i s t s f r o m t h e C h i n e s e A c a d e m y 
o f S c i e n c e s e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e r e 
a r e a b o u t 3 5 , 7 0 0 w i l d d o n k e y s 
n o w r o a m i n g t h e K a r a k o r a m -
K u n l u n a r e a s . T h e y a l s o s a i d 
t h e r e a r e 3 5 , 0 0 0 w i l d y a k s a n d 
9 0 , 0 0 0 T i b e t a n t a k i n s l i v i n g i n 
t h e K u n l u n M o u n t a i n s . 

A m o n g t h o s e a l p i n e l i v i n g 
t r e a s u r e s , t h e s n o w l e o p a r d h a s 
d r a w n t h e f o c u s o f a t t e n t i o n . 

" I t i s n o less v a l u a b l e t h a n t h e 
g i a n t p a n d a , " s a i d X u e , a d d i n g 

t h a t t h e r e i s e v e n a s n o w l e o p a r d 
r e s e a r c h s o c i e t y a b r o a d . C h i n a 
n o w h a s n o m o r e t h a n 1 ,000 
s n o w l e o p a r d s , h e s a i d . 

D e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t f e w p e o ­
p l e l i v e i n t h e a r e a , s n o w l e o ­
p a r d s a n d o t h e r w i l d l i f e h a v e 
f a i l e d t o escape t h e t h r e a t s p o s e d 
b y h u m a n b e i n g s . 

E a r l y o n t h e m o r n i n g o f F e ­
b r u a r y 2 4 , f o u r f a r m e r s o f 
H u a n g z h o n g C o u n t y i n Q i n g h a i 
P r o v i n c e w e r e c a u g h t w i t h 14 
f r e s h l y - k i l l e d s n o w l e o p a r d s a n d 

s e v e n d e a d b l u e s h e e p . The Qing­
hai Daily r e p o r t e d . T h e c o n s e r ­
v a t i o n i s t s a n d t h e m e d i a w e r e 
s h o c k e d b y t h e s l a u g h t e r , a n d d e ­
m a n d e d t h a t t h e h u n t e r s be p u n ­
i s h e d s e v e r e l y , t h e n e w s p a p e r a d ­
d e d . 

B e c a u s e o f t h e s e sense less ac t s , 
X u e s a i d , i t b e c o m e s i m p e r a t i v e 
t h a t a l l m e a s u r e s b e t a k e n , i n ­
c l u d i n g s e t t i n g u p m o r e p r e s ­
e r v e s , t o k e e p w i l d l i f e o u t o f 
h a r m ' s w a y . 

by Li Haibo 

Favourable Market Turn In the Offing 

Ch i n a ' s s l u g g i s h m a r k e t i s 
e x p e c t e d t o t a k e a f a v o u r ­
a b l e t u r n s o m e t i m e b e ­

t w e e n s p r i n g a n d s u m m e r t h i s 
y e a r . 

M a r k e t e x p e r t s s a y t h a t t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s g e n e r a l m a r k e t s i t u a ­
t i o n w i l l see a s l i g h t d r o p i n so­
c i a l r e t a i l sa les v o l u m e i n t h e 
f i r s t q u a r t e r o f t h i s y e a r , a n i n i ­
t i a l r e c o v e r y i n t h e s e c o n d q u a r t ­
e r , a n d a p o s s i b l e m o v e o u t o f t h e 
b o t t o m i n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e 
y e a r . 

" W e b e l i e v e t h a t t h e m a r k e t 
s h o u l d b e b o t h s t a b l e a n d p r o s ­
p e r o u s , a n d w e a r e c o n f i d e n t t h a t 
s u c h a s i t u a t i o n w i l l c o m e , " s a i d 
M i n i s t e r o f C o m m e r c e H u P i n g . 

T h e p r e s e n t t o r p i d m a r k e t , H u 
s a i d , i s t o s o m e e x t e n t a n e x p e c t ­
e d , i n e v i t a b l e n e g a t i v e e f f e c t o f 
t h e a u s t e r i t y p o l i c y a n d t h e eco ­
n o m i c r e c t i f i c a t i o n e f f o r t . O r , t o 
b e s p e c i f i c , i t i s t h e r e s u l t o f 
m o v e s t a k e n t o s l o w u p t h e e c o n ­
o m y b y l i m i t i n g t h e s u p p l i e s o f 
m o n e y a n d c r e d i t . 

S i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s 
y e a r , t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s a d o p t ­
e d a s e r i e s o f p o l i c i e s a n d 
m e a s u r e s t o i m p r o v e m a c r o -
e c o n o m i c c o n t r o l a n d r e g u l a t i o n 
t o s t a b i l i z e t h e e c o n o m y a n d 
m a i n t a i n s o c i a l s t a b i l i t y . 

T h e s e m e a s u r e s i n c l u d e a p r o ­
p e r i n c r e a s e i n i n v e s t m e n t , r e a d ­
j u s t m e n t s i n i n t e r e s t r a t e s f o r 
e n t e r p r i s e s ' b a n k d e p o s i t s a n d 
l o a n s , a p r o p e r r e l a x a t i o n i n t h e 

c o n t r o l o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l s p e n d i n g , 
t h e b r e a k i n g o f " d e b t c h a i n s " 
a m o n g e n t e r p r i s e s a n d t h e r e s t o ; 
r a t i o n o f t h e s y s t e m o f b a n k s ' 
h o n o u r i n g o f c o l l e c t i o n s . 

T h e s e m e a s u r e s , d e s i g n e d t o 
s p e e d u p t h e f l o w o f f u n d s , w i l l 
p r o m o t e c o m m o d i t y c i r c u l a t i o n , 
H u s a i d , a n d set t h e s t a g e f o r a i ^ 
a n t i c i p a t e d f a v o u r a b l e t u r n f o r 
t h e m a r k e t , w h e r e t o t a l d e m a n d 
s t i l l o u t p a c e s t o t a l s u p p l y . 

C h i n a ' s m a r k e t h a s b e e n d r a g - ' 
g i n g i t s f e e t s i n c e e a r l y l a s t s u m ­
m e r . H o w e v e r , h e s a i d , n o r m a l 
c o n s u m e r d e m a n d s c o u l d o n l y b ^ 
p o s t p o n e d b u t n e v e r e l i m i n a t e d .(j 

T h i s y e a r c o m m e r c i a l d e p a r t ­
m e n t s i n a l l p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y 
h a v e b e e n a c t i v e l y b u y i n g p r o d ­
u c t s , p l a y i n g t h e r o l e o f a " r e s e r ­
v o i r " t o s u p p o r t i n d u s t r i a l a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n , h e s a i d . 

B y t h e e n d o f F e b r u a r y , h i s 
m i n i s t r y ' s c o m m o d i t y s t o c k s s a w 
a 16 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e o v e r t h e 
s a m e p e r i o d l a s t y e a r . T h e r a t e o f 
p u r c h a s e e x c e e d e d t h e g r o w t h o f 
p r o d u c t i o n , t h u s p u t t i n g a n e n d 
t o i n e r t p u r c h a s e s a n d r e t a i l 
s a l e s t h a t p r e v a i l e d i n l a s t y e a r ' s 
f o u r t h q u a r t e r , H u s a i d . 

H o w e v e r , i n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f 
t h i s y e a r t h e r e m i g h t be a p a r ­
t i a l s h o r t a e o f g o o d s , t h e M i n i s ­
t e r s a i d . 

" A t p r e s e n t , a s l o w a n d c a r e f u l 
r e a d j u s t m e n t i s n e c e s s a r y b u t a 
s h a r p t u r n o f d i r e c t i o n s h o u l d be 
p r e v e n t e d . O t h e r w i s e , p r o b l e m s 
w o u l d o c c u r . " • 
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E V E N T S / T R E N D S 

Conditions Improve in Poverty Belt 

H u n g e r i s n o w a t h i n g o f t h e 
p a s t f o r m o s t f a r m e r s i n 
t h e d e s t i t u t e a r e a i n c e n ­

t r a l G a n s u P r o v i n c e a n d t h e s o u t h ­
e r n N i n g x i a H u i A u t o n o m o u s R e ­
g i o n , w h e r e p o o r f a r m i n g c o n d i ­
t i o n s u s e d t o d r i v e m a n y t o l e a v e 
t h e i r h o m e s a n d e k e o u t a l i v i n g 
e l s e w h e r e . 

B u t n o w m a n y o f t h e m n o t o n l y 
m a k e b o t h e n d s m e e t b u t a l s o s t o r e 
a t l e a s t 2 , 0 0 0 k i l o g r a m m e s o f g r a i n 
a y e a r p e r h o u s e h o l d , t h a n k s t o 
s t a t e s u b s i d i e s a n d t h e i n t r o d u c ­
t i o n o f s c i e n t i f i c f a r m i n g . 

I n C h i n a , a p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n 
a r e a m e a n s i t s a v e r a g e a n n u a l i n -
9 o m e p e r c a p i t a i s l e s s t h a n 2 0 0 
y u a n a n d g r a i n o u t p u t p e r c a p i t a 
less t h a n 2 0 0 k i l o g r a m s . A s a r e s u l t 
o f p a i n s t a k i n g e f f o r t s , C h i n a ' s r u r ­
a l p o p u l a t i o n u n d e r t h e p o v e r t y 
l i n e d r o p p e d t o 4 0 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 9 
f r o m 1 1 0 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 5 . 

C h i n a ' s l a r g e s t s t r e t c h o f d e ­
p r e s s e d a r e a c o n s i s t s o f t h e 2 0 
c o u n t i e s i n D i n g x i a n d H e x i p r e ­
f e c t u r e s i n G a n s u a n d e i g h t c o u n ­
t i e s i n t h e a r i d h i l l y a r e a s o f 
N i n g x i a . C o v e r i n g 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e 
k i l o m e t r e s , t h e s e c o u n t i e s h a v e 
a c o m b i n e d r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n o f 
m o r e t h a n 7 m i l l i o n . 

B u t n o w , s t a t i s t i c s s h o w t h a t t h i s 
p o v e r t y b e l t h a s c a s t o f f t h e l a b e l 
o f " t h e p o o r e s t . " G r a i n o u t p u t i n 
G a n s u ' s p o o r a r e a s a v e r a g e d 2 6 0 
k i l o g r a m m e s p e r c a p i t a l a s t y e a r , 
u p f r o m 1 5 2 . 5 k i l o g r a m m e s i n 
1 9 8 2 , a n d t h e i r n e t i n c o m e a v e r ­
a g e d 3 8 0 y u a n e a c h , u p f r o m a b o u t 
5 0 y u a n . 

T h e a v e r a g e p e r - c a p i t a g r a i n 
o u t p u t a n d i n c o m e o f f a r m e r s i n 
t h e e i g h t n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t i e s o f 
N i n g x i a w a s 2 4 0 k i l o g r a m m e s a n d 
2 1 0 y u a n p e r p e r s o n l a s t y e a r . 

T h e p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e p e o p l e u n ­
d e r t h e p o v e r t y l i n e h a s d r o p p e d 
f r o m 7 5 t o l e s s t h a n 1 0 i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s , a n d 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e m a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d w e l l - o f f . 

T h e s e c o u n t i e s h a v e b e e n r e ­
g a r d e d as t h e p o o r e s t i n C h i n a 
s i n c e t h e Q i n g D y n a s t y ( 1 6 1 6 — 
1 9 1 1 ) . E v e n a f t e r t h e f o u n d i n g o f 

N e w C h i n a i n 1 9 4 9 , f a r m e r s t h e r e 
h a d t o l i v e o n s t a t e s u b s i d i e s . T h e y 
o p e n e d u p v i r g i n s o i l t o g r o w g r a i n 
a n d d u g u p t u r f a n d t r e e r o o t s t o 
s e r v e a s f u e l . H o w e v e r , t h e m o r e 
f a r m l a n d t h e y t r i e d t o d e v e l o p t h e 
p o o r e r t h e y b e c a m e b e c a u s e t h e y 
d e s t r o y e d t h e e c o l o g i c a l b a l a n c e . 

I n 1 9 8 2 , t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l d e s i g ­
n a t e d t h e s e c o u n t i e s a s p a r t o f t h e 
s t a t e k e y a r e a s f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l d e ­
v e l o p m e n t . S i n c e t h e n , t h e s t a t e 
h a s a l l o c a t e d a s p e c i a l i n v e s t m e n t 
o f 2 0 0 m i l l i o n y u a n a y e a r t o t h e s e 
a r e a s f o r w a t e r c o n s e r v a t i o n p r o ­
j e c t s , p l a n t i n g t r e e s a n d g r a s s , d e ­
v e l o p i n g a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y a n d 
r u r a l e n t e r p r i s e s , a n d r e s e t t l i n g 
s o m e r u r a l d w e l l e r s t o m o r e f a ­
v o u r a b l e l o c a t i o n s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , s c i e n t i s t s h a v e b e e n 
s e n t t o t h e r e g i o n t o d i s s e m i n a t e 
s i m p l e b u t p r a c t i c a l t e c h n i q u e s 
a m o n g l o c a l f a r m e r s w h o h a d b e e n 
f a r m i n g b y t h e m o s t p r i m i t i v e 
m e t h o d s a t t h e m e r c y o f n a t u r e . 
S c i e n t i s t s a r e a l s o e n c o u r a g i n g 

r • I h e g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d t a k e 
I c o n c r e t e m e a s u r e s t o e l e v a t e 

M . t e a c h e r s ' s o c i a l s t a t u s a n d 
w e l l - b e i n g , s a i d L i T i e y i n g , m i n i s ­
t e r i n c h a r g e o f t h e S t a t e E d u c a t i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n . 

T h e s e m e a s u r e s i n c l u d e , t h e m i n ­
i s t e r s a i d , r e g u l a r l y r e w a r d i n g o u t ­
s t a n d i n g t e a c h e r s , g i v i n g t e a c h e r s 
h i g h e r p a y t h a n t h e a v e r a g e w o r k ­
e r , a n d p r e f e r e n t i a l m e d i c a l a n d i n ­
s u r a n c e t r e a t m e n t f o r t h o s e w h o 
h a v e t a k e n t e a c h i n g as t h e i r l i f e -
w o r k . 

A t a m e e t i n g M a r c h 2 5 w i t h 
m e m b e r s o f t h e F o u n d a t i o n f o r 
A w a r d i n g S e c o n d a r y , P r i m a r y a n d 
P r e s c h o o l T e a c h e r s , L i t o l d t h e 
m e e t i n g t h a t t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n m e a n s p o o l i n g s o ­
c i a l r e s o u r c e s a n d d r a w i n g p u b l i c 
a t t e n t i o n t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f e d -
u c a t i o n d . 

" W e s h o u l d m a k e t e a c h i n g o n e o f 
t h e m o s t r e s p e c t e d a n d a d m i r a b l e 
o c c u p a t i o n s ; " t h e m i n i s t e r s a i d . 

f a r m e r s t o d i v e r s i f y t h e i r e c o n o ­
m i c a c t i v i t i e s b y r a i s i n g r a b b i t s , 
c a t t l e a n d s h e e p . 

S t a t i s t i c s s h o w t h a t m o r e t h a n 
1 0 0 i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t s h a v e b e e n 
b u i l t i n t h i s r e g i o n w i t h s t a t e s u b ­
s i d i e s . T h e p r o j e c t s h a v e e x p a n d e d 
t h e a r e a o f i r r i g a t e d f a r m l a n d b y 
a b o u t 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s a n d i m ­
p r o v e d m o r e t h a n 7 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s 
o f i r r i g a t e d l a n d . I r r i g a t e d l a n d i n 
t h i s r e g i o n n o w t o t a l s 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 h e c ­
t a r e s . T h e s e p r o j e c t s h a v e a l s o 
p r o v i d e d d r i n k i n g w a t e r f o r 1 .08 
m i l l i o n p e o p l e a n d 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 d r a f t 
a n i m a l s . 

T h e p a s t s e v e n y e a r s h a v e s e e n 
f a r m e r s i n t h e s e a r e a s p l a n t 6 0 0 , -
0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f g r a s s a n d 6 7 0 , 0 0 0 
h e c t a r e s o f t r e e s a n d b r i n g u n d e r 
c o n t r o l 1 3 , 9 6 0 s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s 
o f o n c e s o i l - e r o d e d a r e a s . 

I n t h e c o m i n g t h r e e y e a r s , m o r e 
e f f o r t s h a v e t o b e e x e r t e d t o l i f t 
t h e r e m a i n i n g 1 .05 m i l l i o n p e o p l e 
f r o m t h e p o v e r t y H n e b y i n c r e a s i n g 
t h e i r a n n u a l p e r c a p i t a i n c o m e t o 
3 0 0 y u a n a n d t h e i r g r a i n r a t i o n t o 
3 0 0 k i l o g r a m s b y 1 9 9 2 . • 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n , s e t u p t h r e e 
y e a r s a g o , h a s r a i s e d 4 0 0 m i l l i o n 
y u a n . L a s t y e a r , a b o u t 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 
t e a c h e r s r e c e i v e d a w a r d s f r o m e i t h ­
e r t h e g o v e r n m e n t o r t h e f o u n d a ­
t i o n . 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n h a s a l s o s p o n ­
s o r e d a c a d e m i c e x c h a n g e s , s u m ­
m e r c a m p s a n d o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s f o r 
t e a c h e r s . 

C h i n e s e P r e m i e r L i P e n g s a i d a t 
t h e m e e t i n g t h a t e d u c a t i o n s i g n i ­
f i e d t h e q u a l i t y o f a n a t i o n . 

T h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n a l 
d e p a r t m e n t s a r e d u t y - b o u n d w i t h 
i t , t h e p r e m i e r s a i d , b u t t h e i r e f f o r t 
i s n o t e n o u g h t o c o p e w i t h t h e d i f ­
f i c u l t i e s f a c i n g e d u c a t i o n i n C h i n a . 

" E d u c a t i o n i s t h e c a u s e o f t h e 
w l j o l e n a t i o n , w h i c h c a l l s f o r e f f o r t s 
f r o m a l l a s p e c t s o f t h e s o c i e t y , " L i 
s a i d . 

P a r t y G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y J i a n g 
Z e m i n t o l d t h e m e e t i n g t h a t b r i n g ­
i n g u p t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n f o r 
t h e c a u s e o f s o c i a l i s m s h o u l d b e g i n 
w i t h p r e s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n . • 

Foundation Solicits Attention to Education 
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C H I N A 

Foreign Minister Qian Meets the Press 

Ch i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 
Q i a n Q i c h e n , a t a n e w s c o n ­
f e r e n c e o n M a r c h 2 8 i n t h e 

G r e a t H a l l o f t h e P e o p l e g i v e n b y 
Y a o G u a n g , s p o k e s m a n f o r t h e 
T h i r d S e s s i o n o f t h e S e v e n t h N a ­
t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s , a n ­
s w e r e d q u e s t i o n s t h a t r a n g e d 
f r o m t h e c u r r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i ­
t u a t i o n t o S i n o - S o v i e t a n d S i n o -
U S r e l a t i o n s . 
TASS: P r e m i e r L i P e n g i s g o i n g 
t o v i s i t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . W h a t ' s 
t h e a i m o f t h e v i s i t ? W h a t e x a c t 
d a t e d o e s t h e v i s i t t a k e p l a c e ? 
W h a t a g r e e m e n t d o e s t h e C h i n e s e 
s i d e e x p e c t t o r e a c h d u r i n g t h e 
v i s i t a n d w h a t a r e t h e p r o s p e c t s 
f o r S i n o - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s ? 
Qian Qichen: L a s t M a y , G e n e r ­
a l S e c r e t a r y M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 
p a i d a v i s i t t o C h i n a a n d i s s u e d a n 
i n v i t a t i o n t o v i s i t h i s c o u n t r y t o 
C h i n e s e l e a d e r s . P r e m i e r L i ' s v i s i t 
i s a r e t u r n o n e a t h i s i n v i t a t i o n . I t 
w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n l a t e A p r i l , t h e 
e x a c t p r o g r a m m e b e i n g d i s c u s s e d 
b y b o t h s i d e s . W e h o p e t h i s v i s i t 
w i l l f u r t h e r p r o m o t e S i n o - S o v i e t 
r e l a t i o n s a f t e r t h e i r n o r m a l i z a ­
t i o n . W e a l s o h o p e t h a t a g r e e ­
m e n t s c a n b e r e a c h e d i n s u c h 
f i e l d s as e c o n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n 
a n d r e d u c t i o n o f t r o o p d e p l o y ­
m e n t a l o n g t h e b o r d e r s . I n m y 
v i e w , t h e p r o s p e c t s o f S i n o - S o v i e t 
r e l a t i o n s a r e g o o d . 
South China Morning Post: E x ­
a c t l y a y e a r a g o a t a p r e s s c o n f e r ­
e n c e h e r e , y o u s a i d t h a t t h e q u e s ­
t i o n o f g r a n t i n g B r i t i s h p a s s p o r t s 
t o p e o p l e i n H o n g K o n g w a s a 
m a t t e r f o r t h e B r i t i s h s i d e t o c o n ­
s i d e r . N o w t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y 
i s t e l l i n g u s t h a t C h i n a w i l l n o t 
r e c o g n i z e t h e B r i t i s h p a s s p o r t s 
g i v e n t o H o n g K o n g p e o p l e . W h y 
t h e c h a n g e ? 
Qian: T h e a n n e x o f t h e S i n o -

Foreign Minister Qian Qichen. 
CHEN ZONGLIE 

B r i t i s h J o i n t D e c l a r a t i o n s t a t e d 
q u i t e c l e a r l y t h a t a l l C h i n e s e c o m ­
p a t r i o t s i n H o n g K o n g , w h e t h e r 
h o l d i n g B r i t i s h D e p e n d e n t T e r r i ­
t o r i e s C i t i z e n s ' p a s s p o r t s o r n o t , 
a r e a l l C h i n e s e c i t i z e n s . A c c o r d ­
i n g t o C h i n a ' s N a t i o n a l i t y L a w , 
C h i n e s e c i t i z e n s w h o s e t t l e i n 
C h i n e s e t e r r i t o r y m u s t f i r s t a p p l y 
t o g i v e u p t h e i r C h i n e s e n a t i o n a l ­
i t y b e f o r e t h e y a p p l y f o r f o r e i g n 
c i t i z e n s h i p . I t i s a m a t t e r o f 
c o u r s e t h a t b e f o r e t h e y o b t a i n 
s u c h p e r m i t s , t h e y a r e n o t e n t i t l e d 
t o e n j o y B r i t i s h c o n s u l a r p r o t e c ­
t i o n i n t h e H o n g K o n g S p e c i a l 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e R e g i o n . 
China Daily: S i n c e t h e n o r m a l i z a ­
t i o n o f S i n o - S o v i e t t i e s l a s t M a y , 
n e g o t i a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s ' d i p l o m a t i c a n d m i l i t a r y 
e x p e r t s h a v e b e e n g o i n g o n . W h a t 
c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e a l o n g 
t h e S i n o - S o v i e t b o r d e r a n d w h a t 

i m p a c t d o t h e s e c h a n g e s h a v e o n 
t h e s t r a t e g i c s i t u a t i o n i n A s i a a n d 
t h e w o r l d ? 
Qian: N e g o t i a t i o n s a f t e r t h e n o r ­
m a l i z a t i o n o f S i n o - S o v i e t r e l a ­
t i o n s h a v e b e e n f o c u s e d o n m e a ­
s u r e s t o r e d u c e t h e b i l a t e r a l m i l ­
i t a r y p r e s e n c e a l o n g t h e b o r d e r 
a n d i n c r e a s e m u t u a l t r u s t . W h a t i s 
b e i n g d i s c u s s e d a t t h e m o m e n t i s i t 
t h e r e d u c t i o n o f t r o o p s a l o n g t h e •• 
b o r d e r . O u r g o a l i s t o c u t t r o o p s 
t h e m i n i m u m l e v e l c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
t o t h e n o r m a l i z e d r e l a t i o n s b e ­
t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . W e a r e 
d i s c u s s i n g s o m e p r i n c i p l e s t h a t 
w i l l l e a d t o s u c h r e d u c t i o n s . T h e 
s i t u a t i o n a l o n g t h e S i n o - S o v i ^ t 
b o r d e r i s s t a b l e . 
Central People's Broadcasting^ j 
Station: I s C h i n a p r e p a r e d t o a d ­
j u s t i t s p o l i c y t o w a r d s S o u t h A f r i ­
c a n o w t h a t b l a c k l e a d e r N e l s o n ' , ^ 
M a n d e l a i s r e l e a s e d a n d t h e l a s t 
c o l o n y i n A f r i c a , N a m i b i a , h a s ' 
d e c l a r e d i n d e p e n d e n c e ? 
Qian: W e w e l c o m e t h e S o u t h A f ­
r i c a n a u t h o r i t i e s ' m o v e t o f r e e 
M a n d e l a a n d t h e i r p r o m i s e t o a l ­
l o w t h e A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l C o n ­
g r e s s a n d P a n - A f r i c a n i s t C o n g r e s s 
t o o p e r a t e p u b l i c l y a n d h o l d t a l k s 
w i t h t h e m . H o w e v e r , t h i s i s f a r 
f r o m e n o u g h , b e c a u s e f u n d a m e n ­
t a l l y t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n a u t h o r i ­
t i e s h a v e n o t r e l i n q u i s h e d t h e i r 
a p a r t h e i d p o l i c y . U n d e r s u c h a 
c o n d i t i o n , C h i n a i s u n l i k e l y t o d e ­
v e l o p t i e s w i t h S o u t h A f r i c a . 
Central Television Station: M a n y 
p e o p l e s a y t h e f o c u s o f d i s a r m a ­
m e n t t o d a y i s i n E u r o p e . B u t t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e i n A s i a a r e e q u a l ­
l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e i r s e c u r i t y . 
W h a t c o m m e n t d o e s t h e C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t h a v e o n d i s a r m a m e n t 
i n t h e A s i a n - P a c i f i c r e g i o n ? 
Qian: I t i s q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d a b l e 
t h a t t h e f o c u s o f d i s a r m a m e n t 
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CHINA 
now is in Europe between the So­
viet Union and the United States, 
between the two mihtary blocs. 
However, disarmament should 
not be confined to one area only. 
The United States and the Soviet 
Union concentrate a fairly large 
amount of their military strength 
in the Asian-Pacific region, 
which, it should be pointed out, 
poses a threat to security and 
stability in the region. Therefore 
we hope the two countries can 
reach agreement on cutting their 
military presence in this area. 
There should be disarmament in 
this region. 
Agenda EFE, SA: Recently the 
Chinese leadership carried a 
warning against "peaceful evolu­
tion." What exactly does "peace­
ful evolution" mean and how is 
this concept related to the situa­
tion in Eastern Europe? 
Qian: The term "peaceful evolu­
tion" is not our invention but 
rather that of John Foster Dulles. 
He believed that it was impossible 
to alter China's revolution at the 
time, and that a strategy of peace­
ful evolution should be carried 
out on the second and third gener­
ation of the Chinese people. We 
should certainly keep vigilant 
against this. China's revolution 
will carry on right to the end and 
its socialist construction will and 
must reach its goal. It is therefore 
quite natural for us to be alert to 
"peaceful evolution." 
Los Angeles Times: Could you as­
sess the current situation of US-
China relations, especially the 
political pressure faced by Presi­
dent (George) Bush, the situation 
concerning Fang Lizhi and the 
question of renewal of the most­
favoured-nation trading status. 
Will China take any steps to try 
to influence public opinion in the 
United States and make it eas­
ier for President Bush to prom­
ote US-China relations? 
Qian: China has always attached 
much importance to its relations 
whh the United States. It is Chi­
na's hope that its relations with 
the United States will return to 

normal. We appreciate similar re­
marks made by President George 
Bush. On the issue of Fang Lizhi, 
the American side should take ini­
tial action in resolving the issue 
since the US Embassy in Beijing 
has violated international law by 
illegally providing Fang with re­
fuge. The only way out for people 
like Fang Lizhi is to mend their 

United States to retrograde. 
United Daily News: The Beijing 
authorities have been suspicious 
of Taibei's "elastic diplomacy" 
policy. If the Taibei authorities 
agree to give up their policy of 
"elastic diplomacy" on the prem­
ise that the Beijing authorities 
ease their pressure on Taiwan and 
gives it a living space in the inter-

The press conference. 

ways and admit their guilt as soon 
as possible. The most-favoured­
nation status granted to China is 
part of the reciprocal clause prov­
ided by the trade agreement 
reached by the two countries soon 
after the establishment of diplom­
atic relations. Now, some people 
in the US Congress are trying to 
stop the granting of the most­
favoured-nation status to China. 
If they succeed, it will undoubted­
ly greatly impair the trade rela­
tions between the two countries, 
thus causing major retrogression 
in our relations. This is some­
thing China does not want to see. 
I think that the American people, 
including people in trade, political 
and economic circles in the Unit­
ed States as well as the US govern­
ment, do not want to see things 
like that happen. We hope that the 
US government will make a wise 
decision on this matter and avoid 
doing anything that could cause 
relations between China and the 

CHEN ZONGLIE 

national community, what at­
titude will the Beijing authorities 
adopt? If they agree, what condi­
tions will they propose and if they 
disagree, what are the reasons? 
Qian: The Chinese government is 
opposed to the "elastic diploma­
cy" policy pursued by the Taiwan 
authorities because the policy is 
aimed at sabotaging relations be­
tween China and other countries 
which have established diplomat­
ic relations with the People's Re­
public of China. It runs counter 
to their professed stand for "only 
one China in the world ." So it is 
a matter of major concern, a ques­
tion of principle that concerns the 
reunification of the motherland. 
In the international arena, the 
Taiwan authorities can partici­
pate, under certain conditions, in 
some economic activities spon­
sored by non-governmental organ­
izations and sports games or other 
activities on which there is mutual 
agreement. However, if the Tai-
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wan authorities continue to prac­
tise "elastic diplomacy" and try 
to buy off these countries with a 
huge amount of money, even the 
people in Taiwan will not allow it. 
Such actions are inappropriate. 
Hong Kong Broadcasting Station: 
Will relations between China and 
the United Kingdom further im­
prove with the passing of the Bas­
ic Law of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region? Will the 
British government 's move to 
grant the right of abode to 50,000 
Hong Kong families impose new 
barriers in Sino-Brilish relations? 
Qian: Relations between China 
and the United Kingdom are 
gradually moving in a favourable 
direction. With the passing of the 
draft Basic Law of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region at 
the Third Session of the Seventh 
National People's Congress, I be­
lieve Sino-British relations will 
further improve. In regard to the 
British plans to grant the right of 
abode to 50,000 Hong Kong fami­
lies, the British side repeatedly ex­
plained to the Chinese side that 
the move was for Hong Kong's 
stability and prosperity. All of 
you should read the draft Basic 
Law of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region closely. It 
is formulated under the concept 
of "one country, two systems," 
and is aimed at mainta ining 
stability and prosperity in Hong 
Kong. There will be no exodus of 
talent and capital so long as peo­
ple can do business and make 
money in Hong Kong, and they 
will return if some people and 
funds move out of Hong Kong 
for a time. We are fully confi­
dent about maintaining stability 
and prosperity of Hong Kong. 
Foreign entrepreneurs have in­
vested and "done business in Chi­
na's mainland, so why can they 
not do the same in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Re­
gion? Some people consider that 
the stability and prosperity of 
Hong Kong cannot be maintained 
unless some people in Hong Kong 
be granted the right of abode in 

the United Kingdom. My opinion 
is contrary to that. The move may 
cause disagreement among Hong 
Kong residents and undermine 
Hong Kong's stability and pros­
perity. 
Time magazine: The China-US re­
lations are now in a state of im­
passe. Recent reports from Wash­
ington indicate the growing frus­
tration and disappointment by the 
Bush administration over what he 
sees as China's inability or failure 
to reciprocate adequately the US 
moves to break this impasse. Do 
you agree with that report or alle­
gation that China has failed to 
reciprocate the US moves? If you 
do not agree could you please cite 
specific measures or moves that 
China took since June to remove 
the reasons that led to this im­
passe? 
Qian: I think that President Bush 
will disagree with these remarks 
because he has said many times 
that China has made many res­
ponses to his efforts. He listed 
them once. You can check them. 
Bulgarian Telegraph Agency: It 
seems to me there is a big contrad­
iction between what I see as of­
ficial Chinese reaction to the 
changes in Eastern Europe and 
what some newspapers carry, par­
ticularly in one of the Shanghai 
newspapers which published in­
ternal speeches. Can you qualify 
the real evaluation of the Chinese 
leadership towards the changes in 
Eastern Europe? Are we really 
victims of the "peaceful evo­
lution" carried by the West? 
Qian: The situation in Eastern 
Europe is changing rapidly and it 
is difficult for China to make an 
exact judgment. We are still ob­
serving what is happening there. 
It is necessary to take note of the 
situation in other countries, but it 
would be inappropriate to com­
ment incautiously on it. What 
is happening in East European 
countries is their internal affair 
and it is up to them to make judg­
ments. 
Czechoslovak News Agency: How 
do you see the problem of stress­

ing the question of human rights 
in international relations? 
Qian: The United Nations human 
rights declaration is an important 
international instrument. China 
has always attached importance to 
the U N conventions and cov­
enants regarding human rights. 
Since 1980, China has acceded to 
seven UN conventions and cov­
enants regarding human rights. 
Since 1982, China has been a 
member of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights. With regard to 
the human rights question in in­
ternational relations, on the one 
hand it is necessary to prevent 
large-scale human rights viola­
tions. On the other hand we 
should also prevent the interfer­
ence in the internal affairs of oth­
er countries on the pretext of hu­
man rights. Due to differences 
in national conditions, historical 
background and cultural tradi­
tion, countries may have different 
interpretations of the issue. For 
example, population growth is en­
couraged in some countries while 
discouraged in China. China has 
been engaged in a family planning 
programme under growing popu­
lation pressures. The world will 
become chaotic if such different 
policies of different countries are 
treated as human rights viola­
tions. If the US population was 
five times its present size, con­
gressmen would have held a dif­
ferent view while discussing the 
issue. 
Radio Beijing: Since the unifica­
tion of the two Germanics has 
been put on the agenda, how do 
you assess the prospects for the 
reunification of north and south 
Korea and that of China's main­
land and Taiwan? 
Qian: China's position is clear-cut 
on this question. We believe that 
sooner or later we will accomplish 
our objective of reunifying the 
motherland. And the people in 
Korea also believe that sooner or 
later they will be able to reunify 
their country. But this does not 
mean the two reunifications will 
be achieved in the same fashion. 
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United Press International: L a s t 
y e a r a f t e r t h e e v e n t s h e r e i n B e i ­
j i n g t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t s a i d 
t h a t t h e f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s w h i c h 
i m p o s e d s a n c t i o n s o n C h i n a d i d 
n o t u n d e r s t a n d t h e s i t u a t i o n , - t h a t 
t h e i r a c t i o n s w e r e a p r o d u c t o f 
s p r e a d i n g r u m o u r s b y t h e W e s t ­
e r n m e d i a a n d i n a c c u r a t e r e p o r t ­
i n g . C h i n a h a s n o w h a d a l m o s t a 
y e a r , a b o u t 1 0 m o n t h s , t o e x p l a i n 
i t s p o s i t i o n t o t h e r e s t o f t h e c o u n ­
t r i e s a n d y e t m o s t o f t h e s a n c t i o n s 
a r e s t i l l i n p l a c e . W h y h a s y o u r 
a t t e m p t t o e x p l a i n y o u r p o s i t i o n 
f a i l e d s o f a r ? W h a t i s t h e p r o b ­
l e m ? 
Qian: S o m e W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s 
m a d e t h e d e c i s i o n t o t a k e s a n c ­
t i o n s a g a i n s t C h i n a w i t h i n o n e o r 
t w o d a y s o f t h e J u n e e v e n t . I 
t h i n k i t w a s m a d e o n l y a c c o r d i n g 
t o n e w s r e p o r t s , w i t h o u t d e t a i l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n a n d e v i d e n c e i n s u c h 
a s h o r t t i m e . I t w a s e a s y t o p u t 
s a n c t i o n s o n C h i n a w h i l e h a r d e r 
t o l i f t t h e m . 
Newsweek: C h i n e s e l e a d e r s l a t e l y 
h a v e b e e n m a k i n g a n u m b e r o f 
c o m m e n t s a b o u t t h e s u p p o s e d l y 
h o s t i l e f o r c e s t h a t a r e a t t a c k i n g 
C h i n a . T h e y s e e m t o t h i n k t h a t 
t h e r e i s s o m e k i n d o f i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l c o n s p i r a c y t o o v e r t h r o w t h e 
C h i n e s e s y s t e m . T h o u g h I h a v e 
a s k e d , n o o n e h a s b e e n a b l e t o t e l l 
m e e x a c t l y w h o t h e y a r e t a l k i n g 
a b o u t , w h a t c o u n t r i e s , w h a t l e a d ­
e r s , w h a t p e o p l e , h o w m a n y o f 
t h e s e p e o p l e a r e t h e r e . C a n y o u 
p l e a s e t e l l u s n o w e x a c t l y w h o 
y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t ? W h o a r e 
t h e s e h o s t i l e f o r c e s ? 
Qian: S o m e p e o p l e d o n o t l i k e t h e 
s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m i n C h i n a . I t i s u n ­
d e r s t a n d a b l e f o r p e o p l e t o h a v e 
d i f f e r e n t v i e w s o n d i f f e r e n t m a t ­
t e r s a n d see t h e s a m e t h i n g i n 
d i f f e r e n t l i g h t . S o m e p e o p l e m a y 
l i k e s o m e t h i n g a n d o t h e r s m a y 
d i s l i k e i t . T h i s i s o n l y u n d e r s t a n d ­
a b l e . W h e n w e s a y t h e h o s t i l e 
f o r c e s w e r e f e r t o p e o p l e w h o i m ­
p o s e p o l i t i c a l s a n c t i o n s , e c o n o m i c 
s a n c t i o n s a n d p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e s 
o v e r C h i n a j u s t b e c a u s e t h e y d o n ' t 
l i k e w h a t i s g o i n g o n i n C h i n a . 
T h e y i n t e r f e r e i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l 
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a f f a i r s i n a n a t t e m p t t o b r i n g t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e t o y i e l d t o t h e m 
a n d t o c h a n g e C h i n a ' s p o l i c i e s . 
T h e s e a r e r e g a r d e d a s h o s t i l e 
f o r c e s . S o w e b e l i e v e w h e t h e r o n e 
l i k e s s o m e t h i n g o r n o t i s o n e 
t h i n g , b u t w h e t h e r o n e t a k e s a c ­
t i o n t o i n t e r f e r e i n t h e i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s o n t h a t a c c o u n t i s a n o t h e r 
a f f a i r . 
Soviet Izvestiya: W h e n c o m m e n t ­
i n g o n d i s a r m a m e n t q u e s t i o n s 
C h i n a m a i n l y c o n s i d e r s t h e d i s a r ­
m a m e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . I s C h i n a g o i n g 
t o j o i n i n t h e w o r l d d i s a r m a m e n t 
p r o c e s s ? 
Qian: I t i s n a t u r a l f o r t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o b e 
t h e m a i n c o u n t r i e s t o c a r r y o u t 
d i s a r m a m e n t m e a s u r e s s i n c e t h e y 
b o t h p o s s e s s t h e c a p a b i l i t y t o d e s ­
t r o y e a c h o t h e r . A s f o r ' C h i n a , 
C h i n a h a s a l s o t a k e n s o m e d i s a r ­
m a m e n t m e a s u r e s o n i t s o w n i n ­
i t i a t i v e . I t i s k n o w n t o a l l t h a t 
C h i n a h a s m a d e b i g e f f o r t s i n d i ­
s a r m a m e n t b y r e d u c i n g i t s a r m e d 
f o r c e s b y o n e m i l l i o n m e n o n i t s 
o w n i n i t i a t i v e i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s a n d i t 
i s n o w e n g a g i n g i n n e g o t i a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o n r e d u c ­
i n g t h e i r m i l i t a r y p r e s e n c e a l o n g 
t h e S i n o - S o v i e t b o r d e r . T h i s c a n 
a l s o b e t a k e n a s p a r t o f t h e e f f o r t s 
f o r d i s a r m a m e n t . O f c o u r s e , i t b e ­
l o n g s t o p a r t i a l d i s a r m a m e n t i n 
b o r d e r a r e a s . A s a n u c l e a r c o u n ­
t r y , C h i n a h a s n e v e r s h i r k e d i t s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t h i s f i e l d . W h e n 
C h i n a s t a r t e d t o h a v e n u c l e a r 
w e a p o n s i t d e c l a r e d t h a t C h i n a 
w o u l d a t n o t i m e a n d u n d e r n o 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s b e t h e f i r s t t o u s e 
n u c l e a r w e a p o n s a n d i t h a s a l w a y s 
s t o o d f o r a n a l l - r o u n d p r o h i b i t i o n 
o f n u c l e a r t e s t s a n d t h o r o u g h d e s ­
t r u c t i o n o f n u c l e a r w e a p o n s . U n ­
d e r t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n t a k e 
t h e l e a d i n s u b s t a n t i a l l y r e d u c i n g 
t h e i r n u c l e a r w e a p o n s a n d s t o p ­
p i n g p r o d u c t i o n , t e s t i n g a n d d e ­
p l o y m e n t o f n u c l e a r w e a p o n s , 
C h i n a i s w i l l i n g t o a t t e n d i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s o n n u c l e a r d i ­
s a r m a m e n t t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l o t h e r 
n u c l e a r p o w e r s o r m a j o r n u c l e a r 

p o w e r s . 
China News Service: C a n y o u e x ­
p l a i n w h a t n e w p r o g r e s s S i n o - U S 
r e l a t i o n s h a v e m a d e s i n c e G e o r g e 
B u s h ' s e n v o y s v i s i t e d C h i n a l a s t 
y e a r ? W h a t s h o u l d b o t h s i d e s d o 
t o o v e r c o m e t h e p r e s e n t d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s ? W h a t a r e t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r 
S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s ? 
Qian: T h e U S e n v o y s s e n t b y 
P r e s i d e n t B u s h o n t w o o c c a s i o n s 
s i n c e l a s t J u n e h a d c o n d u c t e d p o s ­
i t i v e t a l k s w i t h C h i n e s e l e a d e r s , 
w h i c h p r o m o t e d m u t u a l u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t d o e s n o t m e a n 
t h e r e a r e n o d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o s i d e s . I t m e a n s t h a t t h e 
t w o s i d e s c a n f i n d w h e r e t h e i r 
c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s l i e d e s p i t e t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n c e s . 

T o d e v e l o p S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s , 
b o t h s i d e s s h o u l d s t r i c t l y o b s e r v e 
e v e r y b a s i c p r i n c i p l e c o n t a i n e d i n 
t h e t h r e e S i n o - U S j o i n t c o m m u ­
n i q u e s a n d t h e p r i n c i p l e o f n o n ­
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n e a c h o t h e r ' s i n t e r ­
n a l a f f a i r s . 
Xinhua: R e c e n t l y , J a p a n e s e P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r T o s h i k i K a i f u s a i d t h a t 
t h e J a p a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t a t t a c h e s 
i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
C h i n a . F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r Q i a n , 
w h a t i s y o u r v i e w o n t h e p r o s ­
p e c t s f o r S i n o - J a p a n e s e r e l a t i o n s 
a n d w h e t h e r t h e y w i l l m a k e s u b ­
s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s i n t h e f o r e s e e a b l e 
f u t u r e ? 
Qian: I a p p r e c i a t e J a p a n e s e P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r K a i f u ' s v i e w s o n i m p r o v ­
i n g J a p a n ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h C h i n a . 
T h e r e a l i m p r o v e m e n t i n r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d J a p a n n e e d s 
f u r t h e r e f f o r t s b y b o t h s i d e s . 

J a p a n i s o n e o f t h e s e v e n i n d u s ­
t r i a l i z e d W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s a n d i s 
m o r e o r l e s s r e s t r a i n e d b y t h i s r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p . 

I n v i e w o f t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l b a c k ­
g r o u n d , g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n a n d 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e , t h e r e s h o u l d b e 
b e t t e r r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n C h i n a 
a n d J a p a n . R e c e n t m o n t h s h a v e 
s e e n i n c r e a s e d e x c h a n g e s b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . T h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e h o p e o u r b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s 
w i l l r e t u r n t o n o r m a l a s s o o n a s 
p o s s i b l e . • 
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NPC: Running China With Collective Wisdom 
by Our Staff Reporter Wu Naitao 

After an unusual year, depu­
ties to the National Peo­
ple's Congress (NPC), tak­

ing on the tasks entrusted to them 
by the public, gathered in Beijing 
to examine and discuss the work 
reports of the government, the 
Supreme People's Court and the 
Supreme People's Procuratorate. 
In an unrestrained atmosphere 
the deputies aired their views 
as they affirmed the nation's 
achievements and pointed out the 
problems to be solved. A sober 
analysis of temporary difficulties 
was presented and constructive 
suggestions for overcoming them 
were offered. 

Government Work Report 
At various panel sessions eval­

uating Premier Li Peng's Govern­
ment Work Report, deputies from 
around the country engaged in 
lively discussions, noting that the 
report conformed with reality, re­
flected the people's will, had clear 
goals, and addressed key issues 

facing the nation; the report, it 
was generally agreed, minced no 
words in describing both achieve­
ments and problems, an indica­
tion of the government's confid­
ence in surmounting temporary 
difficulties. 

Deputy Li Diankui, a farmer 
from Shandong Province, said 
that he was greatly inspired by 
the success in last year's work as 
noted in the government work re­
port. The nation's citizens were 
pleased, he said, by the curb of 
last year's turmoil and quelling of 
the rebellion in Beijing; the poli­
cy of improving the economic en­
vironment and rectifying the eco­
nomic order and deepening the 
reform was in accord with the 
will of the people; and he was 
encouraged to see the improve­
ments being made on the 
political-ideological front. "In my 
Dongying Prefecture," he said, 
"farmers are most pleased with 
five factors: first, the stable poli­
cies; second, there has been a 
progressive increase in private in-

Chainnan Wan Li (second left) of the NPC Standing Committee and Zhejiang 
deputies discuss slate affairs. 

come, with the 1989 average per-
capita income surpassing the 1978 
figure by ten times; third, the 
state policy is now in favour of 
agriculture; fourth, a noticeable 
drop in prices; and fifth, practical 
work done by cadres in the in­
terests of farmers." He added that 
most farmers demanded four 
things to be done by the govern­
ment: maintaining social stabili­
ty; stabilizing rural policies; sta­
bilizing prices; and continuing to 
fight against corruption. The dis­
cussion of these four topics in the 
government work report was ex­
actly what farmers wanted to 
hear. 

Deputy Zhu Zhaofang and oth­
er members of the Tianjin panel 
said that during this year's NPC 
they felt quite differently from 
the previous year. Prior to last 
year's NPC, they said that there 
were many complaints from the 
public but that this year there 
were fewer criticisms because 
grievances had disappeared. Last 
year prices soared and the publ­
ic generally lacked confidence in 
the market; this year prices are 
stable and the public is more con­
fident. As Premier Li Peng said 
in his report, "The inflation that 
seriously retarded stable econo­
mic growth has been curbed,and 
the strain caused by total demand 
outstripping total supply is eas­
ing." His assessment conforms 
with reality. The deputies pointed 
out in their discussions that the 
economy was the nation's founda­
tion and that, in a large country 
like China with a population of 
1.1 billion, economic chaos would 
lead to a major crisis. "After 
the quell ing of the counter­
revolutionary rebellion last year, 
the State Council devoted great 
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A Jiangxi deputy takes the floor during a panel discussion. 

efforts to improving the econo­
mic environment and straighten­
ing out the economic order. The 
government persisted in a policy 
of stabilizing economic develop­
ment and, as a result, remarkable 
achievements were gained. If we 
persist in this policy, we will cer­
tainly be able to tide over any 
difficult periods and make furth­
er advances." 

I At the meeting of the Guang­
dong delegation, Deputy Ma 
Wanqi from Macao said that he 
was pleased to see that the draft­
ing of the Hong Kong Basic Law 
had already been completed and 
that this session had endorsed the 
law after careful deliberations 
and discussions. "As the govern­
ment work report pointed out," 
Ma said, "the Hong Kong Basic 
Law is certain to provide an 
important guarantee for Hong 
Kong's long-term stability and fu­
ture prosperity. All Chinese in 
the inland, Hong Kong and Ma­
cao should respect each other, 
live in harmony and respect each 
other's social systems and lifes­
tyles." The Hong Kong Basic Law 
would provide a valuable refer­
ence for drafting the Macao Basic 
Law, Ma said, and the govern­
ment work report reaffirmed that 
the policies of the Chinese gov­
ernment towards Hong Kong and 
Macao, in accordance with the 
principle of "one country, two 
systems," would remain un­
changed. This reaff i rmat ion 
would help to enhance the confid­
ence of the people of Hong Kong 
and Macao in their future and 
would benefit the long-term 
stability and development of the 
two regions. Moreover, Ma said, 
the proper handling of the Hong 
Kong and Macao issues would 
have a positive effect on Taiwan 
and would be of great signific­
ance in promoting the peaceful 
reunification of the motherland. 

Social Stability 
In their speeches, many depu­

ties agreed that the Chinese peo­

ple, after experiencing last year's 
political disturbance, have a more 
profound understanding of the 
importance of maintaining state 
stability and social unity, and 
that every citizen should trea­
sure the nation's hard-won politi­
cal stability. 

During the turmoil in Beijing 
last year, Deputy Gong Wenx-
iang, a farmer from Jiangling 
County, Hubei Province, twice 
cabled the NPC, calling for reso­
lute measures to check the dis­
turbances and safeguard stability 
and unity. In an interview. Gong 
said that, after quelling the rebel­
lion, the plenary sessions held 
by the Party Central Committee 
were a demonstration of social 
stability which eased the troubled 
minds of farmers. "The fact that 
the current NPC session is held 
under such a lively atmosphere," 
he said, "gives me even greater 
confidence than before in the na­
tion." He said that a stable agri­
culture had led to an overall 
stable situation and that a pros­
perous agriculture would lead to 
prosperity for all trades. To push 
the economy forward, it is neces­
sary, first of all, to pay special 
at tention first to agricul tural 
production. That the government 
work report listed strengthening 
of agriculture as the task for this 
year. Gong said, was quite appro­
priate. At the NPC session. Gong 

offered his opinions and sugges­
tions for developing agriculture 
with the aid of science and tech­
nology. 

Deputy Yan Chengzong is di­
rector of the Beijing Economic 
Commission. He spends a third of 
his time each year investigating 
factories and mines. Recently, 
when he learnt that some fac­
tories in Beijing had suspended 
production, he gathered their 
leaders at a forum in order to get 
to the root of the problem. He 
learnt that the enterprises did 
have many specific problems, 
most notable of which was the 
problem of unmarketable prod­
ucts. He did note, however, that 
workers' morale was stable and 
that many enterprises were ac­
tively readjusting their product 
line. He was pleased to find that 
those enterprises which were tem­
porarily operating under capaci­
ty had made the proper arrange­
ment to meet workers ' daily 
needs. At the NPC session, Yan 
reported to deputies on the cur­
rent conditions of Beijing's in­
dustrial enterprises and suggested 
that the session focus its attention 
on a discussion of social stability. 

Speaking at the session, Zhang 
Zaiwang, a deputy from Tianjin, 
said that the public expected cer­
tain results to come out of the 
session. Some work units in his 
electoral district, he said, made it 

BEIJING REVIEW, *P»IL'9-15,199Q 15 



CHINA 

A Guangdong deputy speaks out at a meeting. Phaim by CHEN ZONGLIE 

clear that the public expected five 
things to be completed. The first 
was price, economic and social 
stability and an earnest attempt 
to solve problems; second, the 
formulation of measures as 
quickly as possible to deal with 
current economic difficulties; 
third, progress in the effort to 
combat corruption and promote 
a clean government; fourth, im­
proving the democratic and legal 
systems in a down-to-earth way; 
fifth, safeguarding reform, open­
ing, democracy and unity. Affir­
mation of and responses to these 
expectations are found in the gov­
ernment work report. Zhang also 
stressed the importance of super­
vising the government. He introd­
uced the deputies to the experi­
ence of Tianjin, where, in the past 
two years, he said, ten best public 
servants have been cited and hon­
oured for their achievements by 
local organizations under public 
supervision. 

Deputy Ma Sizhong, chairman 
of the People's Congress Standing 
Committee of the Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region, talked 
about the relationship between 
strengthened national unity and 
the maintenance of social stabili­
ty. "Since China introduced the 
policy of reform and opening 
to the outside world, the whole 
country has been blessed with 
stability, and the Hui and other 
minority nationalities, who make 
up 33.7 percent of the population 
of the autonomous region, are on 
good terms with the people of 
the Han nationality. In order to 
maintain stability throughout the 
country, we should continue to 
implement the Law of the Peo­
ple's Republic of China on Na­
tional Autonomy and uphold the 
notion of equality between na­
tionalities and respect for the re­
ligious beliefs of the various na­
tionalities. At the same time, we 
should actively support economic 
development in minority areas. 
Peoples of various nationalities in 
Ningxia are willing to contribute 
whatever they can to the stability 

and unity of the country." 
Since his election as a deputy 

to the Seventh National People's 
Congress in 1988, Deputy Li 
Zhen, chairman of the Shan­
dong Provincial People's Con­
gress Standing Committee, has 
been performing his duty as a 
people's congress deputy by put­
ting forth constructive opinions 
at annual NPC sessions. He be­
lieves that national stability is the 
will of all nationalities and the 
prerequisite for the development 
of economy and realization of 
the modernization programmes. 
Without stability, Li says, no­
thing could be accomplished and 
the success already achieved 
would be lost. Stabihty has been 
the norm since the counter­
revolutionary rebellion of last 
year was smashed. Before coming 
to Beijing for the session, Li dis­
covered that the positive political 
and economic situation in Shan­
dong was typical of the whole 
country. In Shandong, despite a 
dry spell, there had been a 
good harvest; industrial produc­
tion maintained a certain growth 
despite the shortage of raw and 
processed materials and capital 
and a sluggish marke t ; and 
the economic rectification pro­
gramme was successfully pressing 
forward. 

When talking about how best 
to maintain political and social 
stability, Li said that a lot of work 

had to be done in this regard, the 
most important of which was to 
strengthen the socialist legal sys­
tem and, using the Constitution 
and law as a powerful weapon, 
maintain and guarantee the long-
term peace and stability. First of 
all, legislation had to have teeth. 
Second, laws and regulations 
must be drafted or perfected to 
guarantee the rights and interests 
of residents, punish criminals and 
maintain social security and the 
order of daily life. Third, efforts 
should be made to ensure that the 
law is observed and enforced to 
the letter. The people's congre.sses 
and their standing committees at 
various levels should utilize the 
power invested with them by the 
Constitution to strengthen their 
role in legal supervision. Severe 
punishment should be meted out 
to those law-enforcement person­
nel found guilty of law-breaking 
activities so as to ensure the full 
implementation of all laws and 
regulations. 

Taking the floor at the session, 
many deputies pointed out that 
while fully recognizing our na­
tion's achievements, we should 
take note of the difficulties and 
problems that stand in the way of 
progress. Deputy Huang Huany-
ing from Shanxi Province called 
attention to potentially destabiliz­
ing factors in the midst of stabil­
ity. For example, he noted that 
some factories and mines have 
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Gross national product (GNP) (billion yuan) 

China's economic and 
social developmenf 
statistics in 1989 

1567.7 
1401.5 

67.9 

358.8 

1952 1978 1988 1989 

National income (billion yuan) 

1952 

1978 

1988 

1989 

58.9 
301.0 

1177.0 

• 1300.0 

57 large and medium-sized capital construction projects already in operation. 
128 large and medium-sized individual projects. 



Total output value of agriculture (billion yuan) Grain (million tc 

1 9 5 2 1 9 7 8 1 9 8 1 
Total volume of import and export trade (US$ billion) 



Output of industrial products 

Varieties 1989 output Increase over the 
previous year 

Yarn 4.74 (million tons) 1.8% 
TV 27.01 (million sets) 7.8% 
Raw coal 1 .04 (billion tons) 6.1% 
Crude oil 0.1 37 (billion tons) 0.5% 
Electricity 582.0 (billion kwh) 6.7% 
Steel 61 .24 (million tons) 3.0% 
Chemical 

fertilizer 18.55 (million tons) 6.6% 

Total output value of Industry (billion yuan) 

1952 1978 1988 1989 



1988 . . 1 9 8 9 



s u s p e n d e d p r o d u c t i o n ; c o m m o d i ­
t y p r i c e s n e e d t o be f u r t h e r s t a b i l ­
i z e d ; c o r r u p t i o n i s s t i l l a p r o b l e m 
as s o m e g o v e r n m e n t f u n c t i o n a r ­
ies a r e s t i l l a b u s i n g t h e i r p o w e r 
f o r p e r s o n a l g a i n s ; a n d t h e s o c i a l 
o r d e r ha s n o t y e t t a k e n a f u n d a ­
m e n t a l t u r n f o r t h e b e t t e r . T h e s e 
p r o b l e m s , i f m i s h a n d l e d , w o u l d 
g i v e r i s e t o p u b h c d i s c o n t e n t . 
T h e r e f o r e , h e n o t e d , i f w e a r e t o 
d e a l s e r i o u s l y w i t h t h e s e p r o b ­
l e m s , w e s h o u l d p a y c l o s e a t t e n ­
t i o n t o s o l v i n g t h e m b e f o r e h a n d . 

Officials, Rank-of-File 
D u r i n g t h e T h i r d S e s s i o n o f t h e 

S e v e n t h N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n ­
gress, P r e m i e r L i P e n g a n d o t h ­
e r h i g h - r a n k i n g g o v e r n m e n t o f ­
f i c i a l s j o i n e d i n d i s c u s s i o n s t o ­
g e t h e r w i t h s o m e d e p u t i e s , l i s ­
t e n i n g t o t h e i r o p i n i o n s , o f f e r i n g 
t h e i r e x p l a n a t i o n s a n d a n s w e r i n g 
q u e s t i o n s . 

P r i o r t o t h e c o n v o c a t i o n o f t h i s 
s e s s ion , P r e m i e r L i P e n g d e m a n d ­
e d t h a t m e m b e r s o f t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l P l e n u m a t t e n d t h e ses­
s i o n as n o n - v o t i n g d e l e g a t e s . " W e 
s h o u l d accept t h e N P C ' s s u p e r ­
v i s i o n o v e r o u r S t a t e C o u n c i l ' s 
w o r k a n d be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s , " h e 
s a i d . 

P r e m i e r L i h i m s e l f m e t w i t h 
t h e d e p u t i e s f r o m B e i j i n g , G u i z h -
o u , G a n s u a n d H e b e i t o h e a r t h e i r 
v i e w s . H e e x p r e s s e d h i s t h a n k s f o r 
t h e i r s u p p o r t o f t h e S t a t e C o u n ­
c i l ' s w o r k a n d w e l c o m e d t h e i r 
c o m m e n t s a n d c r i t i c i s m s . H e e x ­
p l a i n e d h i s v i e w s o n e d u c a t i o n , 
t h e e c o n o m y a n d t h e s i t u a t i o n 
f a c i n g S i n o - f o r e i g n j o i n t v e n ­
t u r e s . 

V i c e - P r e m i e r T i a n J i y u n 
j o i n e d t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e de ­
p u t i e s f r o m Y u n n a n , a p r o v i n c e 
h a v i n g 2 4 e t h n i c g r o u p s . Y u n n a n 
d e p u t i e s t a l k e d m a i n l y a b o u t t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f l o c a l r e s o u r c e s , 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a g r i c u l t u r e a n d 
b o r d e r t r a d e as w e l l as t h e d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s a n d p r o b l e m s c o n f r o n t i n g 
t h e p r o v i n c e . T i a n r e c o r d e d t h e i r 
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c o m m e n t s f o r l a t e r r e v i e w . 
W a n g B i n q i a n , s t a t e c o u n c i l l o r 

a n d m i n i s t e r o f f i n a n c e , j o i n e d 
a d i s c u s s i o n o f S h a n x i d e p u t i e s . 
W h i l e t a l k i n g a b o u t p o s s i b l e w a y s 
t o a l l e v i a t e f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s , 
W a n g p o i n t e d o u t t h a t , " I n a n y 
e v e n t , t h e f i n a n c i a l d e f i c i t s h o u l d 
n o t c o n t i n u e f o r l o n g . A t p r e s e n t , 
t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t h a s f i n a n ­
c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s as d o t h e l o c a l i ­
t i e s . T h e w a y o u t l i e s i n d e ­
v e l o p i n g t h e e c o n o m y , t h a t i s , 
i n c r e a s i n g p r o d u c t i o n , p r a c t i s i n g 
e c o n o m y , i n c r e a s i n g r e v e n u e s 
a n d r e d u c i n g e x p e n d i t u r e s . " 

L i G u i x i a n , s t a t e c o u n c i l o r a n d 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e P e o p l e ' s B a n k o f 
C h i n a , a t t e n d e d t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f 
d e p u t i e s f r o m L i a o n i n g , t h e w e l l -
k n o w n i n d u s t r i a l p r o v i n c e w h i c h 
b o a s t s m a n y l a r g e a n d m e d i u m -
s i z e d i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e s . W h e n 
s o m e L i a o n i n g d e p u t i e s d e m a n d ­
e d a n i n c r e a s e i n s t a t e l o a n s t o 
e n t e r p r i s e s s u f f e r i n g f r o m f i n a n ­
c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , L i s a i d t h a t t h e 
S t a t e C o u n c i l , w h i l e p e r s i s t i n g i n 
t h e p o l i c y o f t i g h t e n i n g m o n e y 
s u p p l y a n d c r e d i t , h a s d e c i d e d 
t o s e l e c t i v e l y r e l a x c o n t r o l o n f i ­
n a n c i n g a n d i n c r e a s e l o a n s . I n t h e 
f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s y e a r , b a n k l o a n s 
w i l l be i n c r e a s e d t o 5 5 b i l l i o n 
y u a n . 

T h e C P C G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 
l i a n g Z e m i n , f o r m e r l y s e c r e t a r y 
o f t h e C P C S h a n g h a i c o m m i t t e e , 
j o i n e d " t h e S h a n g h a i d e p u t i e s i n 
d i s c u s s i o n . C h a i r m a n W a n L i o f 
t h e N P C S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e 
j o i n e d t h e p a n e l m e e t i n g o f d e p u ­
t i e s f r o m G u i z h o u , J i l i n , I n n e r 
M o n g o l i a a n d Z h e j i a n g . Z o u J i a -
h u a , s t a t e c o u n c i l o r a n d m i n i s t e r 
i n c h a r g e o f t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g 
C o m m i s s i o n , S o n g J i a n , s t a t e 
c o u n c i l l o r a n d m i n i s t e r i n c h a r g e 
o f t h e S t a t e S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l ­
o g y C o m m i s s i o n , a n d s o m e o t h e r 
m i n i s t e r s as w e l l as R e n J i a n x i n , 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e S u p r e m e P e o p l e ' s 
C o u r t , a n d L i u F u z h i , c h i e f p r o ­
c u r a t o r o f t h e S u p r e m e P e o ­
p le ' s P r o c u r a t o r a t e , a l s o a t t e n d ­
e d p a n e l d i s c u s s i o n s o n s e p a r a t e 
o c c a s i o n s . 

Difficulties 
D u r i n g t h e N P C se s s ion , s o m e 

d e p u t i e s s a i d i n t h e i r speeches 
t h a t u n i t e d e f f o r t s s h o u l d b e 
m a d e t o t i d e o v e r d i f f i c u l t i e s t o ­
g e t h e r w i t h t h e g o v e r n m e n t w h e n 
t h e r e a r e e x t e r n a l p r e s s u r e a n d 
d o m e s t i c d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

D e p u t y F e n g Y i s h e n g , d i r e c t o r 
o f t h e L u b e i G e n e r a l P e t r o c h e m ­
i c a l W o r k s i n S h a n x i , s a i d t h a t 
w h e n t h e s t a t e i s c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , d e p u t i e s h a v e t h e 
d u t y t o s h a r e t h e m . " I n 1989 , a n 
u n u s u a l y e a r , " F e n g s a i d , " w h e n 
v a r i o u s p r o b l e m s d r a m a t i c a l l y 
s u r f a c e d , o u r c o m p a n y p l a n n e d 
t o s t a r t f i r s t - p h a s e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
a s a l t f a c t o r y w i t h a d e s i g n e d a n ­
n u a l c a p a c i t y o f 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s . 
T h e s t a t e , h o w e v e r , h a d n o 
m o n e y t o i n v e s t i n t h e p r o j e c t . 
W e o r g a n i z e d a. p u b l i c sa le o f 
f a c t o r y s t o c k s a n d , i n t h i s w a y , 
r a i s e d 1.5 m i l l i o n y u a n . I n t h e 
m e a n t i m e , t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
m e m b e r s t o o k t h e l e a d b y w o r k ­
i n g w i t h o u t p a y f o r m o r e t h a n 
6 , 0 0 0 h o u r s . W i t h o u t t a k i n g a 
p e n n y f r o m t h e s t a t e , w e b u i l t t h e 
f i r s t - p h a s e p r o j e c t o f t h e sa l t f a c ­
t o r y . 

D e p u t y Y a n g M i a n m i a n , d i r e c ­
t o r o f t h e Q i n d a o - L i e b h e r r C o . 
L t d . , a j o i n t v e n t u r e b e t w e e n 
C h i n a a n d F e d e r a l G e r m a n y , s a i d 
t h a t h i s f a c t o r y a l s o s u f f e r e d 
f r o m s i m i l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d 
p r o b l e m s . " B u t " h e s a i d , " t h e d i f ­
f i c u l t i e s a l s o p r e s e n t e d u s w i t h a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o i m p r o v e m a n a g e ­
m e n t a n d p r o d u c t q u a l i t y . I t w a s 
b y i m p r o v i n g p r o d u c t q u a l i t y 
t h a t o u r f a c t o r y w e n t t h r o u g h 
t h e d i f f i c u l t p e r i o d . O u r p r o d u c t 
q u a l i t y is n o w a t t h e i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l l e v e l . M o r e o v e r , o u r Q i n d a o -
L i e b h e r r r e f r i g e r a t o r s a r e a m o n g 
t h e bes t s e l l e r s i n t h e c o u n t r y . 
L a s t y e a r w h e n t h e d o m e s t i c r e ­
f r i g e r a t o r m a r k e t w a s s l u g g i s h , 
o u r i n d u s t r i a l o u t p u t v a l u e 
r e a c h e d 3 3 0 m i l l i o n y u a n , a n d 
o u r p r o f i t s a n d t a x p a y m e n t s t o 
t h e s t a t e h i t 4 5 m i l l i o n y u a n , a n 
i n c r e a s e o f m o r e t h a n 3 0 p e r c e n t 
o v e r 1 9 8 8 . • 

BEIJING REVIEW, A P R I L 9-15, 1990 21 



C H I N A 

Interview With Academic Members of the CPPCC 

After the Beijing rebellion 
was quelled last June, it is 
not uncommon for people 

in the West to say, among other 
things, that the anti-bourgeois 
liberalization campaign is direct­
ed against the intellectuals and 
that the Chinese intellectuals 
are now under suppression. The 
comments, however, did not hold 
water. During the Third Session 
of the Seventh National Com­
mittee of the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Confer­
ence (CPPCC) held March 18-29, 
Beijing Review interviewed some 
CPPCC members knowledgeable 
about the current situation fac­
ing Chinese intellectuals. 

Policy Unchanged 
Professor Gao Jingde, who 

served as president of Qinghua 
University between May 1983 
and November 1988, said he had 
found no change in the govern­
ment's policy towards intellec­
tuals. "Among China's intellec­
tuals," he said, "only a few stand 

for bourgeois liberalization; the 
majority are firm in their sup­
port of socialism. Therefore, 
anti-bourgeois liberalization is 
not directed against the masses 
of intellectuals." 

Gao continued, "After the re­
bellion was put down, the policy 
of respect for knowledge and tal­
ented people has continued. Tak­
ing myself as an example, al­
though I have stepped down 
from my post after my tenure 
expired, I'm still highly respect­
ed by my university. The univ­
ersity's new leading body has car­
ried forward the fine tradition of 
unity and co-operation and en­
sured continuity of the guiding 
principle and policies. At the 
age of 68, I still serve as vice-
chairman of the university's ad­
min i s t ra t ive commi t tee and 
chairman of the university's di­
ploma evaluation committee; I 
also participate in discussions 
and decision-making for impor­
tant issues of the university. In 
addition, I am a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Cen-

by Our Staff R e p o r t e r Lu Yun 
tral Committee of the China De- : 
mocrat ic League, member of j 
the General Assembly of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
chairman of the board of direc­
tors of the China Electrical En­
gineering Technology Society, 
vice-chairman of the board of di­
rectors of the China Electrical ; 
Machinery Engineering Society, j 
member of the Standing Com­
mittee of the China Associa­
tion for Science and Technol- i 
ogy, member of the Diploma 
Evaluation Committee under the 
State Council, member of the 
State Evaluation Committee for 
Scientific and Technical Inven­
tion, member of the Evalua­
tion Committee of the Natural j 
Science Fund, deputy editor-in- j 
chief of Sciences of China, and 
chairman of the editorial board ' 
of Electrical Engineering News. 
Since the latter half of last year, 
the increasing activities of these 
organizations have brought me 
more work than I can handle." 

In addition, as a member of 
the Science and Technology 
Committee under the State Edu- | 
cation Commission, Gao recently 
was on a judges' panel for award­
ing outstanding results in teach- ! 
ing and audio-visual education. 

Since last year, Gao has also 
served as head of the commis­
sion's research planning group. 
He has attended meetings of the 
Department of Technology and 
Science of the General Assem­
bly of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences and discussed results of 
six scientific research projects. 
The opinions reached at the 
meetings have already been sub­
mitted to the State Council and 
won the commendation of Pre­
mier Li Peng and State Council-

Gao Jingde (second left) at the Third Session ol the Seventh CPPCC. 
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Yuan Dongyi (first right) at the Third Session o£ the Seventh CPPCC. 

lor Song Jian. Li Peng afterwards 
instructed relevant departments 
to study the report and put it 
into practice. Gao also partici­
pated in compiling a "Who's 
Who" about modern Chinese 
scientists and technical experts 
and a biography of Chinese and 
foreign scientists. 

Gao noted that in the past year 
Qinghua University has made 
some progress in developing its 
democratic practices. A demo­
cratic atmosphere now prevails 
over the university's faculty and 
trade union congresses. The stu­
dent union and the postgraduate 
student union have also streng­
thened democratic management. 
Today, before the university 
makes any decision on important 
issues, the leadership invites the 
leading grassroots organization 
members of all democratic par­
ties to participate in the discus­
sions. 

Referring to recent develop­
ment among university students, 
Gao said that a student of his 
university wrote a letter to Ge­
neral Secretary Jiang Zemin last 
autumn, hoping he would come 
to Qinghua to have a chat with 
the students. Jiang did soon ar­
range for a talk with the students 
at which Gao was also invited. 
At the meeting Gao was im­
pressed by the way the general 
secretary trusted and cared for 
the students while setting strict 
demands on them. 

Gao believes that because of 
the influence of bourgeois lib­
eralization in the previous few 
years, it is necessary to streng­
then education in patriotism, col­
lectivism, socialism and nation­
al conditions. In addition, while 
improving the curricula and 
teaching material, the students 
should also be exposed to society 
so that they have a chance to 
learn from the workers and 
farmers. Such social activities 
have brought home to the stu­
dents that workers and farmers 
have a strong desire to maintain 

the unity and stability of the 
country and to make the country 
prosper. After a stint in social 
work, students take their studies 
more seriously. 
Fang Lizhi Denounced 

In his speech at the Second 
Session of the Seventh CPPCC 
held in March 1989, Yuan Don­
gyi, secretary-general of the 
Tianjin Foreign Languages 
Translation and Editing Centre, 
expressed great indignation at 
Fang Lizhi's remark made in Oc­
tober 1988 that he'd rather let 
the Chinese nation and culture 
perish than forgo the opportuni­
ty to become a "world citizen." 

Yuan spoke on this subject 
again during the interview. He 
said it was not surprising to him 
that Fang Lizhi, Li Shuxian, Yan 
Jiaqi and their kind had pulled 
the strings behind last year's re­
bellion aimed at overthrowing 
the leadership of the Communist 
Party and the people's govern­
ment. The fact that Fang and Li 
still are hiding themselves in the 
US Embassy in China and that 
Yan has fled the country, Yuan 
noted, fully exposes their true 
nature as political careerists and 
conspirators. 

Yuan noted that intellectuals 

are a part of Chinese working 
class and the majority of them 
love the motherland' and social­
ism and are the elites and back­
bone of the Chinese nation. They 
are respected by the government 
and the public. Even though 
Fang Lizhi and Li Shuxian have 
no support among the intellec­
tuals, it is not strange that a 
handful of people like Fang have 
appeared among intellectuals. 
China's several thousand years of 
history has seen no lack of intel­
lectual scoundrels, such as Qin 
Hui who betrayed the nation and 
capitulated to the nation's ene­
mies. An iron statue of Qin, with 
his hands tied behind his back, 
can still be seen sitting on his 
knees beside the tomb of Yue Fei 
(a patriotic general of the South­
ern Song Dynasty of the 12th 
century who was falsely accused 
and executed) on the bank of 
Hangzhou's West Lake. 

Despite this. Yuan is pleased 
with the nation's healthy cultural 
development which stresses ad­
herence to socialism and patrio­
tism and with the results of the 
anti-pornographic campaign. He 
said the Party Central Commit­
tee headed by Jiang Zemin is full 
of vigour in its work and has 
done much to the public's satis­
faction. It is in this type of work, 
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Yuan noted, that intellectuals 
perceive the best hope of reju­
venating the Chinese nation and 
accomplishing the goals of mod­
ernization. 
Making Contributions 

Song Hongzhac/, member of 
the CPPCC National Commit­
tee and professor of the Beijing 
Union Hospital, regarding the 
comments abroad about suppres­
sion of intellectuals, said, "The 
facts are just the opposite." 

Song, a medical expert who 
was elected president of the 
International Cell Nourishment 
Association for his success in 
treating choriocarcinoma, was 
awarded the Second Chen Ji-
ageng medical science prize in 
co-operation with professors Wu 
Baozhen and Wang Yuane four 
months ago. In 1986, his work 
was awarded first prize by the 
state for technological progress. 
His achievements have been cov­
ered by many Chinese newspa­
pers. 

Song received his doctor's de­
gree in 1943 at the Beijing Union 
Hospital and, in the 1950s, he 
headed a research group seeking 
a cure for choriocarcinoma. To­

gether with his colleagues, he 
successfully treated patients suf­
fering from cervical choriocar­
cinoma with pharmaceuticals, 
treatment which prevented the 
patients from losiiig their uterus-
es and allowed them to retain 
their fertility.. Of some 265 pa­
tients he has treated, 85 percent 
have become pregnant and giv­
en birth to 303 children, 295 of 
whom have survived. Chromo­
some examinations of 90 child­
ren have revealed no abnor­
mality. The reasons why some 
patients have not become preg­
nant are similar to those for nor­
mal people. 

For more than 30 years. Pro­
fessor Song's research group has 
cured 1,300 patients using adv­
anced methods. The death rate 
for patients suffering from this 
kind of disease dropped from 90 
percent to less than 20 percent. 
The death rate specifically for 
cerebral metastasis has dropped 
from 100 to 30 percent. The ma­
jor scientific research achieve­
ments made by Song and others 
has won him both respect and a 
high reputation. 

A busy man over 70 years of 
age. Song is still full of vigour. 
Since 1972, his training course at 

Song Hongzhao (thiid left, front row) at a public health panel discnssion. 

the Beijing Union Hospital has 
trained several hundred qual­
ified personnel in the use of rad­
ical treatment methods for the 
cure of choriocarcinoma. Since 
1978, Professor Song, in his 
training of more than 3,000 qual­
ified medical personnel, has left 
his footprints in nearly every lo­
cale throughout the country ex­
cept for Taiwan and Tibet. In 
1989, he lectured, researched 
and carried out a variety of med­
ical investigations nationwide for 
some four and a half months. 

As a member of the Medical, 
Public Health and Physical Cul­
ture Commission of the National 
Committee of the CPPCC and a 
standing committee member of 
the Consulting and Supervisory 
Committee of the Central Com­
mittee of the Chinese Peasants' 
and Workers' Democratic Party, 
Professor Song has visited six 
provinces and autonomous re­
gions since 1988, making an in-
depth and systematic investiga­
tion of new problems which have 
cropped up during the reform of 
the hospital system. The results 
of his investigations and his 
suggestions have been reported 
to the central authorities. His re­
ports were made not only to 
the CPPCC Standing Commit­
tee and to the meeting of chair­
men of the National Committee 
of the CPPCC, but also in public 
speeches at CPPCC sessions and 
in proposals sent directly to the 
central authorities. 

The Reform Continues 
Xie Shaoming, a member of 

the CPPCC and advisor to the 
State Science and Technology 
Commission, expressed his satis­
faction at the results of a survey 
made by the commission which 
showed that, except for a few 
people like Fang Lizhi, the 
Chinese scientific and technolog­
ical community is, on the whole, 
politically reliable. They love the 
motherland and socialism and 
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have devoted their wisdom and 
painstaking labour to the state 
and to the progress of the man­
kind. He also noted that in the 
past ten years the central author­
ities have repeatedly stressed the 
importance of the respect for 
knowledge and talented person­
nel and that, during this period, 
the political status and working 
and living conditions of scien­
tific and technical workers have 
markedly improved. He noted, 
however, that the problem of un­
fair distribution still exists in the 
country and that the working 
and living conditions of the 
scientific and technical workers 
are comparatively arduous. Des­
pite these circumstances, Xie 
praised them for their utter de­
votion and conscientious work, 
and their quiet immersion in di­
ligent pursuit of their goals in 
order to achieve scientific and 
technological success. In 1989 
alone, 10,459 scientific and tech­
nological achievements reached 
advanced domestic levels and 
some 2,229 achievements were 
up to advanced world levels. Mo­
reover, most achievements have 
already been applied to produc­
tion purposes. 

After quelling the rebellion in 
Beijing, the policies of structural 
reform of science and technology 
which were originally approved 
by the State Council have remain 
unchanged.' Some policies, con­
cerning the working and living 
conditions for scientific and 
technical workers, have contin­
ued to bring improvements. A 
strict distinction has been made 
between companies in the circu­
lation field and those run by 
scientific and technological in­
stitutions such as science-
and technology-oriented devel­
opment companies and economic 
entities combining technological 
import with industry and trade 
and combining technology with 
agriculture and trade. While 
screening and putting companies 
in order, except for those which 

violated the law, the policy of 
protection and continuing sup­
port for development will be 
maintained. Likewise, a flexible 
and stimulating policy for scien­
tific and technical workers has 
also gone unchanged. On the 
premise that scientific and techn­
ical workers fulfil their job res­
ponsibilities, they are allowed to 
continue offering part-time ser­
vices. Rewards for scientific and 
technical workers in Party and 
government organizations at the 
county level and below who ful­
fil their contracts for scientific 
and technological research pro­
jects should be resolutely imple­
mented. 

Xie Shaoming pointed out that 
in the past year, the structural 
reform of science and technology 
has been conducted in an active 
and steady way. For instance, the 
volume of business in the tech­
nological market totalled 3.2 bil­
lion yuan in 1987. This figure 
jumped to 7.2 billion yuan in 
1988 and 8.1 billion yuan in 
1989 while the number of non­
governmental scientific and 
technological institutions has 
reached 12,000 with a total staff 
of more than 200,000. The new 
technological-industrial develop­
ment zones are also developing 
step by step in some large and 

medium-sized cities. Xie added 
that reform has promoted the de­
velopment of productive forces. 
Last year for instance, 350,000 
scientific and technical person­
nel went directly to rural areas 
to contract for various kinds of 
technological and economic de­
velopment. Over 6,000 scientif­
ic and technological contract 
groups have emerged and the 
non-governmental scientific and 
technological service and co­
operation organizations now 
number 46,000. Scientific and 
technological contracting has 
gradually formed a pre- and 
post-production service system 
and brought about a large in­
crease in farm production. 
In Xinyang Prefecture, Henan 
Province, the former per-hectare 
output of paddy rice was only 
5,250 kg, but with the implemen­
tation of the scientific and tech­
nological contract system and 
the promotion of hybrid rice, 
each hectare now produces an 
additional output of 2,550 kg of 
rice annually. 

Xie Shaoming said that the 
rapid development of the scien­
tific and technological contract 
system in the rural areas has 
played an important role in help­
ing poor areas extricate them­
selves from poverty. In 1986, the 
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S t a t e S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y 
C o m m i s s i o n a c c e p t e d t h e t a s k o f 
s o l v i n g t h e p r o b l e m o f a d e q u a t e 
f o o d a n d c l o t h i n g w i t h i n f i v e 
y e a r s f o r t h e 18 p o o r c o u n t i e s 
i n t h e D a b i e m o u n t a i n o u s a r e a 
w h e r e t h e b o a r d l i n e s o f A n h u i , 
H u b e i a n d H e n a n p r o v i n c e s 
m e e t . S i n c e 1 9 8 6 , t h e S t a t e 
S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y C o m ­
m i s s i o n h a s s e n t 2 0 0 s c i e n t i f i c 
a n d t e c h n i c a l w o r k e r s i n s e p a r ­
a t e g r o u p s t o t h e s e a r e a s a n d , i n 

c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h 2 5 i n s t i t u t e s o f 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a n d s c i e n t i f i c 
a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n 
t h e t h r e e p r o v i n c e s , c o n d u c t e d 
a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f r e s o u r c e s , 
h e l p e d t h e l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s t o 
w o r k o u t d e v e l o p m e n t a l p l a n s 
t o v i g o r o u s l y e x p a n d s i l k - w o r m 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d d e v e l o p f o r e s t , 
f r u i t , t e a , d o m e s t i c f o w l b r e e d ­
i n g , a n d b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l i n ­
d u s t r i e s w i t h l o c a l r e s o u r c e s . B y 

1 9 8 9 , t h e 18 c o u n t i e s h a d s o l v e d 
t h e p r o b l e m o f a d e q u a t e f o o d 
a n d c l o t h i n g f o r t h e i r p e o p l e , o n e 
y e a r a h e a d o f s c h e d u l e . R e ­
c e n t l y , t h e a i d - t h e - p o o r l e a d i n g 
g r o u p u n d e r t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l 
p u t f o r w a r d a s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e 
e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e u s e o f s c i e n c e 
a n d t e c h n o l o g y t o h e l p p o v e r t y s -
t r i c k e n a r e a s o f t h e D a b i e M o u n ­
t a i n s be e x p a n d e d t o o t h e r p o o r 
a r e a s . • 

The Neighbourhood Committee 
—Residents' Own Organization 

by Our Staff Reporter Cheng Gang 

Mo r e t h a n 2 0 0 m i l l i o n u r ­
b a n c i t i z e n s i n C h i n a 
h a n d l e t h e i r o w n a f f a i r s 

a c c o r d i n g t o l a w t h r o u g h n e i g h ­
b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e s i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s . 

S i n c e t h e R e g u l a t i o n s o n t h e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e U r b a n 
N e i g h b o u r h o o d C o m m i t t e e s w a s 
p r o m u l g a t e d i n 1 9 5 4 , n e a r l y 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m m i t ­
tees h a v e b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n u r ­
b a n a reas i n C h i n a . A s o f J a n u ­
a r y 1, 1990 , t h e O r g a n i c L a w o f 
t h e U r b a n N e i g h b o u r h o o d C o m ­
m i t t e e s o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c 
o f C h i n a w e n t i n t o e f f e c t . 

T h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m m i t ­
tees ' t a s k s , as s t i p u l a t e d b y t h e 
n e w l a w , a r e t o p u b l i c i z e s t a t e 
l a w a n d p o l i c y , s a f e g u a r d r e s i ­
d e n t s ' l e g a l r i g h t s a n d i n t e r e s t s , 
a n d u r g e c i t i z e n s t o h o n o u r t h e i r 
o b l i g a t i o n s ; a d m i n i s t e r a v a r i e ­
t y o f p u b l i c a f f a i r s c o n c e r n i n g 
p u b l i c w e l f a r e ; m e d i a t e c i v i l d i s ­
p u t e s ; h e l p m a i n t a i n s o c i a l o r d e r 
a n d s e c u r i t y ; h e l p t h e g o v e r n ­
m e n t d o w o r k i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f 
t h e r e s i d e n t s ; a n d r e p o r t t o t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t t h e o p i n i o n s , n e e d s 
a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f c i t i ­
zens . 

U s u a l l y , o n e n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
c o m m i t t e e i s se t u p f o r e a c h r e s i ­
d e n t i a l a r e a o f 1 0 0 t o 7 0 0 h o u s e ­
h o l d s . I t s l e a d e r s a r e c h o s e n 
f r o m a m o n g l o c a l r e s i d e n t s , 
m o s t l y r e t i r e e s i n g o o d h e a l t h 
a n d h o u s e w i v e s w h o a r e p o p u l a r 
i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d , w h o h a v e 
t h e t i m e a n d t h e d e s i r e t o s e r v e 
t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t w h o l e h e a r t e d ­
l y . E v e r y y e a r , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
a l l o c a t e s f u n d s f o r e a c h c o m m i t ­
t e e t o c a r r y o u t i t s w o r k a n d t o 
c o v e r a l l o w a n c e s f o r t h e l e a d e r s . 

A Model Committee 

" H a n g z h o u i s t h e c a p i t a l c i t y o f 
Z h e j i a n g P r o v i n c e l o c a t e d i n t h e 
n a t i o n ' s s o u t h e a s t c o a s t a l a r e a . 
I t h a s 6 5 7 o p e r a t i n g n e i g h b o u r ­
h o o d c o m m i t t e e s f o r i t s 1.25 
m i l l i o n r e s i d e n t s . T h o u s a n d s o f 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s a c t i v e l y 
s e r v e t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e i r r e spec ­
t i v e r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s i n a n e f f o r t 
t o m a i n t a i n a p e a c e f u l , c o n v e n ­
i e n t l i v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t . 

O v e r t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s , h o u s ­
i n g i n H a n g z h o u h a s d e v e l o p e d 
a t a p a c e so f e v e r i s h t h a t b a s i c 
s e r v i c e s a r e o f t e n i n a d e q u a t e 
w h e n t h e r e s i d e n t s m o v e i n t o 

t h e i r n e w l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . 
T h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m m i t ­
tees b r o u g h t t h e s e p r o b l e m s t o 
t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
d e p a r t m e n t s i n c h a r g e a n d , a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e , m o b i l i z e d r e s i ­
d e n t s t o t r y e v e r y m e a n s a t t h e i r 
d i s p o s a l t o o v e r c o m e t h o s e d i f ­
f i c u l t i e s w h i c h t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
c o u l d n o t i m m e d i a t e l y a d d r e s s . 

W h e n Y a n H u i j u a n , a r e t i r e d 
t e a c h e r , m o v e d i n t o t h e D o n g j i a 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a a n d w a s e l e c t e d 
h e a d o f t h e l o c a l n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
c o m m i t t e e i n 1 9 8 1 , s h e w a s f a c e d 
w i t h a t o u g h p r o b l e m . B e c a u s e 
t h e a r e a h a d n o t i t s o w n k i n d e r ­
g a r t e n , m a n y w o r k i n g c o u p l e s 
h a d t o s e n d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o k i n ­
d e r g a r t e n o r r e l a t i v e s f a r a w a y i n 
t h e e a r l y m o r n i n g a n d a r r a n g e 
f o r t h e i r r e t u r n i n t h e e v e n i n g . 
O t h e r s h a d t o t a k e t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
t o t h e i r w o r k p l a c e s . V a n s p e n t 
m u c h o f h e r t i m e e n e r g e t i c a l l y 
l o b b y i n g t h e c i t y ' s u r b a n c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n r e a l e s t a t e s a n d e d u c a ­
t i o n d e p a r t m e n t s o f t h e d i s t r i c t 
g o v e r n m e n t . H e r c a l l w a s f i n a l l y 
a n s w e r e d . W i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e , 
t h e s e d e p a r t m e n t s a l l o c a t e d 
f u n d s a n d l a n d a n d a k i n d e r g a r ­
t e n w a s b u i l t i n t h e n e i g h b o u r -
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C H I N A 
hood. The newly built 
three-room structure, 
however, was not large 
enough to meet the 
needs of the residents. 
When her demand to 
expand the facility was 
refused by these de­
partments, she went di­
rectly to the mayor of 
Hangzhou, who supp-
ported her request for 
the expansion. The 
residents, meanwhile, 
were also organized to 
appeal to leaders of 
their work units for 
financial support. As 
a,result, some 50,000 
yuan was raised. The 
expanded kindergarten was soon 
in use and, from that time on, 
those residents with children of 
pre-school age never worry about 
day care problems. 

rn order to improve living con­
ditions, the Dongjia Neighbour­
hood Committee also set up a 
small store, a barbershop, a din­
ing hall, a garment processing 
workshop, as well as a bicycle 
psirking lot and public telephone 
booths. 

Old residential areas are often 
better off than new residential 
areas. In the Dengxinxiang 

Yan Huijuan with kindergarten children. 
neighbourhood, for example, 
there are more than 50 shops 
and service centres on one street 
alone. These include household, 
labour and medical services, a 
nursery, a repair shop, a canteen 
and a department store. Some of 
the services, such as house clean­
ing, coal and gas delivery, buy­
ing grain and transporting pa­
tients to and from the hospital, 
have been well received. 

These services of the neigh­
bourhood committees not only 
offer retired people an opportun­
ity to serve the society, but also 

provide increased em­
ployment opportunities 
for jobless young peo­
ple. Between 1982 and 
1985, the Dengxinx­
iang Neighbourhood 
Committee alone ar­
ranged 1,100 unem­
ployed youth to under­
take service work. 
Flower Garden Area 

In the residential 
area, of Yaopingxiang, 
flowers, lawns and 
trees are everywhere. 
Hence it is called the 
"flower garden area." 
However, who could 
imagine that several 

years ago, it was an old area of 
broken walls, blocked sewerages 
and muddy and slippery roads? 
To change the situation, neigh­
bourhood committee cadres 
managed to get financial support 
from the city authorities and sa­
plings and flower seeds from lo­
cal units. Part of the profits from 
their service enterprises was also 
used to make up for the financial 
shortage, and dwellers were or­
ganized to dredge the sewerages, 
build flower beds and plant grass 
and trees. Several years of efforts 
transformed the once dreary area 

CHENG GANG 

Posters: A committee member mediates a family dispute; Committee members catch a criminal offender. 
Drawn B u ZHAO REN 

BEIJING REVIEW, APRIL 9-15, 1990 27, 



CHINA 

i n t o a g r e e n w o r l d o f f r e s h f l o w ­
ers , t r e e s a n d g ras s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o b e a u t i f y i n g a n d 
p r o t e c t i n g t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e 
Y a o p i n g x i a n g N e i g h b o u r h o o d 
C o m m i t t e e a l s o o p e n e d e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t c e n t e r s t o e n r i c h r e ­
s i d e n t s ' c u l t u r a l l i f e . I t j o i n e d 
h a n d s w i t h a n o t h e r n e i g h b o u r ­
h o o d c o m m i t t e e i n s e t t i n g u p a 
t e a h o u s e i n w h i c h t h e e l d e r l y 
c a n p l a y chess a n d h a v e a c h a t 
w h i l e s i p p i n g t e a a n d t h o s e w i t h 
a k e e n i n t e r e s t i n p a i n t i n g a n d 
c a l l i g r a p h y c a n t r y t h e i r h a n d a t 
these a r t i s t i c e n d e a v o u r s . O t h e r 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e s i n 
H a n g z h o u h a v e a l s o o p e n e d 
c l u b s f o r t h e a g e d , r e c r e a t i o n a l 
r o o m s f o r t h e y o u n g a n d c o a c h ­
i n g c lasses f o r a f t e r - s c h o o l p u p ­
i l s . T h e c o m m i t t e e s a l s o a r r a n g e 
e v e n i n g p a r t i e s w h e n e v e r t h e r e 
a r e f e s t i v a l s . 

Mediator of Disputes 
I t i s a t t i m e s h a r d t o a v o i d 

q u a r r e l s , d i s p u t e s , f i g h t i n g a n d 
o t h e r u n p l e a s a n t a c t i o n s b e t w e e n 
n e i g h b o u r s a n d a m o n g f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s . A l t h o u g h i t i s i m p o s s i ­
b l e f o r t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m ­
m i t t e e t o t a k e t h e p l a c e o f t h e 
c o u r t i n r e n d e r i n g a d e c i s i o n i n 
q u a r r e l s , i t does p l a y a p o s i t i v e 
r o l e i n m e d i a t i n g d i s a g r e e m e n t s . 
A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e c a u s e o f a 
d i s p u t e , m e d i a t o r s u s u a l l y r e a ­
s o n m a t t e r s o u t b a s e d o n t h e 
f a c t s a v a i l a b l e , a n a l y s i n g p r o b ­
l e m s a c c o r d i n g t o r e l e v a n t l a w s 
a n d p u b l i c m o r a l s t a n d a r d s i n a n 
e f f o r t t o d e t e r m i n e r i g h t f r o m 
w r o n g a n d e n c o u r a g e t h e t w o 
s ides t o c o m e t o t e r m s . I f t h e 
t w o s ides a g r e e , a n a g r e e m e n t i s 
s i g n e d a n d t h e m a t t e r i s f o r g o t ­
t e n . I f m e d i a t i o n d o e s n o t f u l f i l l 
t h e o b l i g a t i o n s o f t h e l a w , t h e n 
t h e case w i l l be s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 
r e l e v a n t j u d i c i a l d e p a r t m e n t s . 
U s u a l l y , m e d i a t i o n i s c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h p e t t y c i v i l d i s p u t e s , a n d , i n 
s o m e cases, i t c a n h e l p t o c o m ­
p l e t e l y c l e a r u p m i s u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g b e t w e e n t h e t w o s ides . 

T u K a i y u a n , n o w i n h i s 70s , 
h a s a c t e d as a m e d i a t o r f o r f i v e 
y e a r s f o r t h e X i a o b e i m e n N e i g h ­
b o u r h o o d C o m m i t t e e . H e i s a 
g o o d s p e a k e r a n d h i s i m p a r t i a l 
a d v i c e t o p e o p l e h a s e a r n e d h i m 
a g o o d d e a l o f r e s p e c t . O n e d a y , 
a m a n n a m e d C h e n d u m p e d 
s o m e w a s t e s i n f r o n t o f t h e 
n e i g h b o u r ' s d o o r . I n t h e e n s u i n g 
q u a r r e l , C h e n m a n h a n d l e d h i s 
n e i g h b o u r , a d i s a b l e d m a n 
n a m e d Z h e n g . Z h e n g c o m ­
p l a i n e d t o T u , w h o w a s a l r e a d y 
f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e b a d - t e m p e r e d 
C h e n . A f t e r e x a m i n i n g t h e a f f a i r 
i n d e t a i l , T u h a d a h e a r t - t o - h e a r t 
t a l k . W h e n t h e m e d i a t i o n m e e t ­
i n g w a s h e l d , T u i n v i t e d r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e r e s i d e n t s , t h e 
p e o p l e ' s p o l i c e a n d t h o s e r e l a t e d 
t o t h e t w o p a r t i e s . H e p o i n t e d o u t 
t h a t C h e n h a d v i o l a t e d t h e l a w 
b y b e a t i n g Z h e n g a n d t h a t j u s ­
t i c e d i d n o t l o o k k i n d l y o n t h o s e 
w h o s t r u c k d i s a b l e d p e o p l e . T u 
s u g g e s t e d , b e c a u s e t h e ' t w o m e n 
w e r e n e i g h b o u r s a n d w o u l d be 
s e e i n g o n e a n o t h e r f o r a l o n g 
t i m e , t h a t C h e n a p o l o g i z e t o 
Z h e n g a n d p a y f o r h i s m e d i c a l 
t r e a t m e n t . H e a l s o a s k e d t h a t 
C h e n p r o m i s e t h a t s u c h a t h i n g 
w o u l d n o t h a p p e n a g a i n . K n o w ­
i n g h e w a s w r o n g , C h e n a c c e p t e d 
T u ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a n d t h e 
t w o s i de s s i g n e d a n a g r e e m e n t . 
L a s t y e a r , T u d e a l t s u c c e s s f u l y 
w i t h 6 0 o r so cases o f d i s p u t e s . 

A n o f f i c i a l o f t h e H a n g z h o u 
I n t e r m e d i a t e P e o p l e ' s C o u r t s a i d 
t h a t t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m m i t ­
tee ' s m e d i a t i o n w o r k a l l e v i a t e d 
t h e b u r d e n o n h i s c o u r t a n d , as 
a r e s u l t , t h e y c o u l d b e t t e r d e a l 
w i t h m a j o r c r i m i n a l cases. 

For Order and Security 
S e c u r i t y i s t h e p r e r e q u i s i t e 

f o r a h a p p y l i f e . N e i g h b o u r h o o d 
c o m m i t t e e s , t h e r e f o r e , a c t i v e l y 
p r o t e c t r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s a n d 
p r e v e n t c r i m e s . R e t i r e e s o f t h e 
D o n g j i a N e i g h b o u r h o o d C o m ­
m i t t e e v o l u n t a r i l y p a t r o l t h e r e ­
s i d e n t i a l a r e a s , o f t e - n r e m i n d i n g 

p e o p l e t o t u r n o f f p r o p a n e gas 
t a n k s a n d s t o v e s , l o c k t h e i r d o o r s 
a n d w i n d o w s , s e c u r e t h e i r v a l u ­
a b l e s a n d p a y a t t e n t i o n t o e l e c t r ­
i c a l w i r i n g . T h e y a r e q u i t e f a m i ­
l i a r w i t h t h e r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a a n d 
c a n p r e v e n t a c c i d e n t s f r o m o c ­
c u r r i n g . O n c e , w h i l e Y a n H u i -
j u a n w a s o n p a t r o l , s he s a w so­
m e o n e j u m p o v e r t h e b a c k w a l l 
o f a h o m e i n p r e p a r a t i o n t o c o m ­
m i t a c r i m e . S h e i m m e d i a t e l y 
g a t h e r e d s e v e r a l y o u n g p e o p l e 
a n d c a u g h t t h e m a n r e d - h a n d e d . 
T h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e ' s 
v i g i l e n c e h a s p r e v e n t e d t h e o c ­
c u r r e n c e o f f i r e d i s a s t e r , gas p o i ­
s o n i n g a n d c r i m i n a l case i n t l ^ g 
a r e a f o r m a n y y e a r s . 

A n o t h e r t a s k f o r t h e n e i g h ­
b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e i n r e g a r d s 
t o o r d e r a n d s e c u r i t y i s t o h e l p 
e x - p r i s o n e r s t o b e i n t e g r a t e d 
b a c k i n t o s o c i e t y . I n 1 9 8 8 , a f t e r 
W u Y i m i n h a d b e e n r e l e a s e d 
f r o m p r i s o n , h e w a s f o u n d , t o 
be e x t r e m e l y d e p r e s s e d . A f t e r a 
h e a r t - t o - h e a r t t a l k , Y a n H u i j u a n 
d i s c o v e r e d t h a t h i s w i f e h a d l e f t 
h i m a n d t h a t t h e y h a d d i v o r c e d . 
M o r e o v e r , h i s f o r m e r w o r k u n i t 
h a d d i s m i s s e d h i m . W u w a s h a v ­
i n g d i f f i c u l t y s t a r t i n g h i s l i f e 
o v e r a g a i n . Y a n d i s c u s s e d t h e 
s i t u a t i o n o n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
c o m m i t t e e a n d p u t W u i n a r e s ­
t a u r a n t i n t h e a r e a . W u d i d v e r y 
w e l l a t t h e r e s t a u r a n t , o f t e n e a r ­
n i n g m o r e t h a n 3 0 0 y u a n p e r 
m o n t h , a w a g e h i g h e r t h a n m o s t 
f a c t o r y w o r k e r s . L a s t y e a r , h e r e ­
m a r r i e d . W u n o w o f t e n v o l u n ­
t e e r s t o h e l p n e i g h b o u r s r e p a i r 
h o u s e h o l d e l e c t r i c a l a p p l i a n c e s , 
a n d s o m e t i m e s h e l p s t h e n e i g h ­
b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e i n t h e i r e f ­
f o r t s t o m a i n t a i n s o c i a l o r d e r 
a n d s e c u r i t y . 

S i n c e 1 9 8 5 , n o t o n e o f t h e r e ­
l e a s e d p r i s o n e r s i n D e n g x i n x i a n g 
a n d t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 18 n e i g h ­
b o u r h o o d s h a s b r o k e n t h e l a w , 
t h a n k s t o t h e success o f l o c a l 
n e i g h b o r h o o d c o m m i t t e e s i n 
s o l v i n g t h e i r w o r k a n d h o u s i n g 
d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d i n t e g r a t i n g t h e m 
b a c k i n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . • 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

China's Family Planning Policy 
N O N G M I N R I B A O 
( F a r m e r s ' D a i l y ) One of China's basic princi­

ples is its family planning 
policy, which has been 

worked out according to the real­
ities of the country. 

Before the founding of the 
People's Republic of China, the 
country was noted for a high 
birth rate, high death rate and 
low natural growth rate of the 
population. Between 1840 and 
1949~a total of 109 years—Chi­
na's population increased by just 8ver 60 million. 

I After the founding of New 
China, the nation's economy im­
proved as well as people's liv­
ing standards and medical and 
health facilities. In addition, the 
state, to a fault, did not take ef­
fective measures to curb the po­
pulation growth. So, for a long 
period of time, China found it-
^^If faced with a high natural 
growth rate. 

Before 1973, China's popula­
tion rose at an average annual 
rate of more than 20 per thou­
sand. Between 1962 and 1970, 
the average annual population 
growth rate registered more than 
25 per thousand. By comparison, 
China's population jumped to 
1.08 bill ion in 38 years 
(1949-1987) from 540 million. 

Now China has entered its 
third birth peak. Even if the state 
strictly controls the population 
growth, there will be more than 
20 million new babies born an­
nually in the next eight years. 

China is a developing nation 
with more people, less arable 
land and poor economic condi­
tions plus backward productive 
forces and underdeveloped econ­
omy, culture, science and tech­
nology. With 7 percent of the 
world's arable land, China is 
feeding 22 percent of the world's 
people. Of these people, 80 per­
cent live in the countryside. 

China belongs to those countries 
having a very low gross national 
product (GNP) . It has 220 mil­
lion illiterates and semiliterates, 
making up about a quarter of the 

.world's total. 
To get rid of poverty and back­

wardness, and to build a strong 
modern socialist nation, China 
has worked out a development 
target for its social economy. 

From 1980 to the end of this 
century, China will strive to in­
crease its per-capita share of the 
G N P by four times over 1980 in 
order for the Chinese people to 
hve a comfortable life. By the 
middle of the next cen tury , 
China will attempt to approach 
the level of moderately devel­
oped countries. 

If China fails to control its 
populat ion, goods turned out 

R E N M I N R I B A O 
( P e o p l e ' s D a i l y ) Shaolin Temple, China's cra­

dle of martial arts, recently 
accepted a Swiss journalist 

from a European television sta­
tion as its first foreign disciple in 
its time-honoured history. 

He was also the first foreigner 
to be allowed to wander alone 
within the confines of the temple 
and, as is required of any new 
recruit, was given a ceremony to 
honour his Chinese master. It 
was July 1989, when he visited 
China as the head of a Swiss 
gongfu delegation, that he be­
came a disciple. 

Though raised on Western cul­
ture, he had long fancied Orien­
tal culture, declaring that it was 
his lifetime goal was to learn ev­
erything there was about Shaol-
inquan, a school of martial arts 
that has been honed to near per­
fection by generations of monks 
at Shaolin Temple. 

As if a d^Jgrmined heart could 

through developing production 
will be siphoned off by the over-
rapid growth of population, thus 
making the country weaker and 
seeing no improvement in the 
people's standard of living. Such 
results would make it impossible 
to realize China's development 
target. So while accelerating its 
economic construction, China 
employs a family planning policy 
in an attempt to curb its popula­
tion to around 1.2 billion by the 
end of this century. .This is also 
aimed at making China's popula­
tion more compatible with the 
development of the social econo­
my, and more suitable to the use 
of natural resources and the en­
vironment. 

The family planning policy is 
to enable China to extricate itself 
from poverty and backwardness, 
and build itself into a strong and 
prosperous country. 

(February 5, 1990) 

dissolve the toughest rules in the 
world, his request was finally 
granted. Two of the temple's sen­
ior monks, moved by his sinceri­
ty, made an exception in his case, 
and accepted him as an "ortho­
dox disciple." 

One of his masters is a 60-year-
old member of the 33rd genera­
tion of Shaolin monks. Admitted 
to the temple at the age of seven, 
he is superb at boxing and medi­
cine, and is especially good at 
qigong (a breathing exercise). He 
is said to be able to lick a piece of 
red-hot iron with his tongue with­
out so much as wrinkling his 
nose. The Swiss disciple's other 
master is only 30 years old, the 
temple's general mart ia l arts 
coach. 

Under the guidance of these 
two masters, the foreign disciple 
practises diligently. He is deter­
mined to be the West's first mar­
tial arts master of the Shaolin 
school. 

(February 4, 1990) 

Shaolin Temple's First Foreign Disciple 
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E T C C T S T S ' M a j o r 
T a s k s i n 1 9 9 0 

T ^ h e E c o n o m i c a n d T r a d e C o ­
o r d i n a t i n g C o m m i t t e e f o r 
t h e T w o S i d e s o f t h e T a i w a n 

S t r a i t s ( E T C C T S T S ) o f t h e m a i n ­
l a n d , e s t a b l i s h e d o n D e c e m b e r 1 6 , 
1 9 8 9 , i s t r y i n g i t s b e s t t o p r o m o t e 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o s i d e s o f t h e T a i w a n S t r a i t s . 
E T C C T S T S ' m a j o r w o r k i n 1 9 9 0 i s 
a s f o l l o w s : 

• N e g o t i a t e w i t h i t s T a i w a n 
c o u n t e r p a r t a b o u t m u t u a l v i s i t s a s 
w e l l a s m u t u a l v i s i t s b e t w e e n 
m a i n l a n d b u s i n e s s m e n a n d t h e i r 
T a i w a n c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

• E x p l o r e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o -
s p o n s o r i n g w i t h i t s T a i w a n c o u n ­
t e r p a r t a s y m p o s i u m o n d e v e l ­
o p m e n t o f e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e 
r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s o f 
t h e s t r a i t s i n 1 9 9 0 . T h e s y m p o s i u m 
w i l l i n t r o d u c e t h e m a i n l a n d ' s p o l i ­
c i e s , r e g u l a t i o n s a n d l a w s d e s i g n e d 
t o e n c o u r a g e T a i w a n i n v e s t m e n t , 
w a y s o f i m p r o v i n g m a i n l a n d ' s i n ­
v e s t m e n t e n v i r o n m e n t a n d a r r a n g e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s a b o u t e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
b f p r o j e c t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s . 

• O f f e r T a i w a n b u s i n e s s m e n 
c o n s u l t i n g s e r v i c e s a b o u t t r a d e , i n ­
v e s t m e n t , t e c h n i c a l e x c h a n g e s , 
l a w s a n d c o m m e r c i a l a f f a i r s . 

• F o r m u l a t e w i t h i t s T a i w a n 
c o u n t e r p a r t r u l e s a b o u t m e d i a t i o n 
a n d d e c i d e p e r s o n n e l c h o i c e s f o r 
t h e m e d i a t i o n s o a s t o s o l v e p o s s i ­
b l e d i s p u t e s a r i s i n g i n t r a d e , i n ­
v e s t m e n t a n d t e c h n i c a l e x c h a n g e s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s . 

• P r o b e l e g a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
p r o b l e m s ( f o r e x a m p l e , i n t h e 
f i e l d s o f b a n k i n g , i n s u r a n c e , t r a n s ­
p o r t a n d c o m m o d i t i e s i n s p e c t i o n ) 
w h i c h m a y h i n d e r t h e e c o n o m i c 
a n d t r a d e d e v e l o p m e n t b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o s i d e s . 

• E x c h a n g e w i t h i t s T a i w a n 
c o u n t e r p a r t e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e 
i n f o r m a t i o n a s w e l l a s n e w d e v e l ­
o p m e n t s i n l e g i s l a t i o n . 

• E x p l o r e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
h o l d i n g c o m m o d i t i e s e x h i b i t i o n s 
i n B e i j i n g a n d T a i b e i i n 1 9 9 1 . 

T h e e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s a n d 
t r a d e b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s h a v e 
d e v e l o p e d r a p i d l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s . 

T h e t r a d e v o l u m e b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
s i d e s r e a c h e d U S $ 3 . 7 b i l l i o n i n 
1 9 8 9 , T h e r e a r e n o w m o r e t h a n 
7 . 0 0 e n t e r p r i s e s w i t h T a i w a n i n ­
v e s t m e n t o n t h e m a i n l a n d . T h e 
T a i w a n a u t h o r i t i e s ' r e f u s a l t o h a v e 
d i r e c t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , c o m m e r c i a l 
a n d p o s t a l l i n k s w i t h t h e m a i n l a n d 
h a s a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d t h e d e v e l ­
o p m e n t o f e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s a n d 
t r a d e b e t w e e n t h e t w o s i d e s . 

I n o r d e r t o p r o m o t e u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g a n d e x c h a n g e s b e t w e e n b u s ­
i n e s s m e n o n t h e t w o s i d e s , t h e 
m a i n l a n d ' s E T C C T S T S s i g n e d a n 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h i t s T a i w a n c o u n ­
t e r p a r t i n H o n g K o n g i n m i d -
D e c e m b e r l a s t y e a r , b y w h i c h t h e 
t w o o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i l l w o r k t o ­
g e t h e r t o " p r o m o t e e x c h a n g e s b e ­
t w e e n t h e m a i n l a n d a n d T a i w a n " 
i n t h e s p i r i t o f " e q u a l i t y , m u t u a l 
b e n e f i t a n d f r i e n d l y c o n s u l t a t i o n . " 

T h e s e c o n d j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e o f 
t h e t w o E T C C T S T S s w i l l b e h e l d 
i n l a t e N o v e m b e r o r e a r l y D e c e m ­
b e r 1 9 9 0 t o d i s c u s s t h e i r w o r k i n 
1 9 9 1 . 

by Yao Jianguo 

N e w S e r v i c e s f o r 
F o r e i g n I n v e s t o r s 

Ac c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t m e e t ­
i n g o f t h e C h i n a F o r e i g n -
F u n d e d E n t e r p r i s e s A s s o ­

c i a t i o n ( C F F E A ) , t h e a s s o c i a t i o n 
i s r e a d y t o o f f e r m o r e a n d b e t ­
t e r s e r v i c e s t o f o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n ­
t e r p r i s e s i n 1 9 9 0 . 

C F F E A D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y G e ­
n e r a l H e Q u s a i d t h a t n e w s e r v i c e 
i t e m s i n c l u d e : 

• O r g a n i z e e x p e r t s t o d i s c u s s 
p r o b l e m s i n e x p o r t f o r f o r e i g n -
f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s s o a s t o f u r t h e r 
e x p a n d e x p o r t . 

• P o p u l a r i z e t h e e x p e r i e n c e s o f 
t h o s e f o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s 
w i t h g o o d o p e r a t i o n a n d h i g h e c o ­
n o m i c r e t u r n s . 

• I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e C h i n a E x ­
p o r t C o m m o d i t i e s F a i r s h e l d i n 
G u a n g z h o u i n s p r i n g a n d a u t u m n 
e v e r y y e a r , s e v e r a l y e a r l y p r o d ­
u c t e x h i b i t i o n m a r k e t s w i l l b e e s t a ­
b l i s h e d i n c o a s t a l a r e a s y e a r r o u n d 
s o a s t o f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e p u b l i c i ­
t y o f f o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s ' s 

p r o d u c t s . 
• S t a r t i n g i n l a t e M a r c h , t r a i n ­

i n g c l a s s e s w i l l b e h e l d i n B e i j i n g , 
S h e n z h e n o f G u a n g d o n g P r o v i n c e 
a n d D a l i a n o f L i a o n i n g P r o v i n c e 
i n o r d e r t o t r a i n p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e , m a r k e t i n g , 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d s a l e s , a s w e l l a s 
j o i n t - v e n t u r e b o o k k e e p i n g . T h e r e 
a r e a l s o p l a n s t o e s t a b l i s h t r a i n i n g 
c e n t r e s i n S h e n z h e n a n d B e i j i n g , 
a n d f o r m a n a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g n e t ­
w o r k u n d e r t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 
l o c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . 

• S e t u p a l e g a l c o m m i t t e e t o 
p r o t e c t t h e l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e t s a n d 
r i g h t s o f f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r s . 

• E s t a b l i s h a n i n v e s t m e n t i n ­
f o r m a t i o n n e t w o r k a n d r e g u l a r l y 
p r o v i d e f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r s w i t h i n ­
f o r m a t i o n o n i n v e s t m e n t e n v i r o n ­
m e n t , p o l i c y a n d m e a s u r e s a s w e l l 
a s o n s p e c i f i c p r o j e c t s . S e e k t o e s -

j t a b l i s h n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l l i e s w i t h 
I S o u t h e a s t A s i a n c o u n t r i e s s o a s t o 

o p e n m o r e c h a n n e l s f o r a b s o r b i n g 
f o r e i g n f u n d s . 

E s t a b l i s h e d i n N o v e m b e r 19^, 
t h e C F F E A w a s d e s i g n e d t o h e l p 
f o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s i n m a n ­
a g e m e n t a n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t i n 
u s e o f f o r e i g n f u n d s . S o f a r , 4 7 

i l o c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h m o r e t h a n 
4 , 5 0 0 m e m b e r e n t e r p r i s e s h a v e 
b e e n s e t u p . C h i n a h a s a p p r o v e d 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f m o r e t h a n 
2 0 , 0 0 0 f o r e i g n - f u n d e d e n t e r p r i s e s , 
w h i c h e a r n e d U S $ 3 . 9 b i l l i o n f r o m 
e x p o r t i n 1 9 8 9 . • 

F o r e i g n C r e d i t f o r 
S h a n g l i a i S u b w a y 

T f - | ^ h e o f f i c i a l s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f S h a n g h a i ' s 
s u b w a y a n n o u n c e d a t a p r e s s 

c o n f e r e n c e o n M a r c h 7 t h a t a g r e e ­
m e n t s t o p r o v i d e U S $ 3 0 0 m i l l i o n 
i n g o v e r n m e n t c r e d i t f r o m t h e 
F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y , 
F r a n c e a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a v e 
a l l b e e n f i n a h z e d . 

U n d e r t h e a g r e e m e n t s , t h e 
S h a n g h a i m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t 
w i l l u s e f o r e i g n f u n d s f o r t h e p r o ­
j e c t , t h e e q u i p m e n t f o r w h i c h w i l l 
a l s o c o m e f r o m f o r e i g n f i r m s . L a s t 
y e a r , t h e S h a n g h a i d e p a r t m e n t s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s u b w a y c o n s t r u c -
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t i o n s i g n e d c o n t r a c t s w i t h c o m ­
p a n i e s a n d e n t e r p r i s e s i n t h e U n i t ­
e d S t a t e s , F r a n c e a n d t h e F e d e r a l 
R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y f o r s u p p l y 
o f e q u i p m e n t . O f t h e s e c o n t r a c t s , 
t h a t w i t h t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f 
G e r m a n y w e n t i n t o e f f e c t o n J a n ­
u a r y 11; t h e t r a n s f e r a g r e e m e n t o f 
t h e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y t h e F r e n c h 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s s i g n e d o n F e ­
b r u a r y 19 ; t h e c o n t r a c t f o r t h e 
d r i v i n g e q u i p m e n t p r o v i d e d b y 
F r a n c e ' s F C B w e n t i n t o e f f e c t i n 
M a r c h ; a n d t h e c o n t r a c t f o r f i v e 
i t e m s o f e q u i p m e n t t o b e p r o v i d e d 
b y t h e E x p o r t - I m p o r t B a n k o f t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s d i s c u s s e d a n d 
a p p r o v e d o n F e b u r a r y 8 . 

G o v e r n m e n t c r e d i t s f r o m t h e 
t i i r e e c o u n t r i e s a r e a l l e f f e c t i v e 
a n d h a v e b e g u n t o b e u s e d . A l s o , 
t h e c o m m e r c i a l c o n t r a c t s f o r t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f m a j o r e q u i p m e n t 
a n d t e c h n o l o g y a r e a l l c o m p l e t e d ; 
t h e s e o f f e r a g u a r e n t e e o f m a t e r i a l s 
a n d t e c h n o l o g y f o r t h e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n t o b e g i n o n s c h e d u a l e . 

A t p r e s e n t , t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
t h e N o . l l i n e o f t h e s u b w a y , a t o t a l 
l e n g t h o f 1 4 . 5 7 k m . , h a s b e e n s t a r t ­
e d a n d w i l l r e q u i r e a t o t a l i n v e s t ­
m e n t o f 2 . 5 4 3 b i l l i o n y u a n . O f t h i s 
s u m , f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t a c c o u n t s 
f o r U S $ 3 0 0 m i l l i o n , f o r w h i c h 
g o v e r n m e n t c r e d i t f r o m t h e F e d e r ­
a l R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y w i l l b e 
4 6 0 m i l l i o n m a r k s , c r e d i t f r o m t h e 
F r e n c h g o v e r n m e n t U S $ 2 1 . 5 m i l ­
l i o n a n d U S g o v e r n m e n t c r e d i t 
U S $ 2 6 m i l l i o n . • 

Broad Prospects 
For Sino-Italy Ties 

E e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n i c a l c o ­
o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n s m a l l a n d 
m e d i u m - s i z e d C h i n e s e a n d 

I t a l i a n e n t e r p r i s e s h a s b e e n g a i n ­
i n g m o m e n t u m s i n c e l a s t N o v e m ­
b e r a n d i n F e b r u a r y , t h r e e m o r e 
C h i n e s e e n t e r p r i s e s s i g n e d c o ­
o p e r a t i v e c o n t r a c t s w i t h I t a l y , a c ­
c o r d i n g t o t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g 
C o m m i s s i o n ' s C o - o r d i n a t i n g 
C e n t r e f o r S m a l l a n d M e d i u m -
S i z e d E n t e r p r i s e s w i t h F o r e i g n 
C o u n t r i e s . 

A t t h e e n d o f l a s t y e a r , t h e 
C h i n a C o u n c i l f o r t h e P r o m o t i o n 

o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l T r a d e c o -
s p o n s o r e d i n M i l a n a " t r a d e t a l k 
o n S i n o - I t a l i a n . e c o n o m i c a n d 
t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n " w i t h t h e I t -
a h a n C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e F e d ­
e r a t i o n . E n t e r p r i s e s f r o m s e v e n 
C h i n e s e p r o v i n c e s , i n c l u d i n g 
J i a n g s u a n d Z h e j i a n g , p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n t h e t a l k w h i c h f o c u s e d o n c o ­
o p e r a t i o n i n t h e f i e l d s o f t e x ­
t i l e , l e a t h e r , c l o t h i n g , m a c h i n e -
b u i l d i n g , i n s t r u m e n t s a n d m e t e r s , 
c h e m i c a l s a n d e l e c t r o n i c s . T h e t w o 
s i d e s s i g n e d 2 6 i t e m s o n c o ­
o p e r a t i v e p r o d u c t i o n , j o i n t v e n t u r e 
a n d c o m p e n s e n t a r y t r a d e , m a k i n g 
u p 5 3 p e r c e n t o f a l l t h e p r o j e c t s 
s i g n e d . B o t h s i d e s e x p r e s s e d sa­
t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i v e 
p a r t n e r s . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e N i n g b o 
P r i n t e d S i l k M i l l s i g n e d a c o n t r a c t 
w i t h t h e I t a l i a n L a s e t a M a n t e r o 
C o . o n j o i n t l y e s t a b l i s h i n g a p r i n t ­
e d s i l k p r o j e c t , f o r w h i c h I t a l y 
p r o v i d e s d y e i n g t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
k e y f a c i l i t i e s w h i l e t h e C h i n e s e 
s i d e p r o v i d e s w o r k s h o p s a n d r a w 
m a t e r i a l s . T h e p l a n n e d a n n u a l o u t ­
p u t o f 1 m i l l i o n m e t r e s o f p r i n t e d 
s i l k i s a l l f o r e x p o r t . T h e I t a l i a n 
C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e F e d e r a t i o n 
p l a n s t o o r g a n i z e a g r o u p o f e n t e r ­
p r i s e s t o v i s i t C h i n a t o g i v e t h e 
f i n a l t o u c h o n c o n t r a c t s i n i t i a l e d 
i n M i l a n a n d t o s i g n n e w o n e s . 

A c o - o r d i n a t i n g c e n t r e o f f i c i a l 
b e l i e v e s t h a t s m a l l a n d m e d i u m -
s i z e d e n t e r p r i s e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s e n j o y a b r o a d f i e l d o f 
c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d g r e a t p o t e n t i a l 
f o r j o i n t d e v e l o p m e n t . W i t h t h e 
f u r t h e r d e e p e n i n g o f C h i n a ' s e c o ­
n o m i c r e c t i f i c a t i o n a n d a f u r t h ­
e r i m p r o v e d i n v e s t m e n t e n v i r o n ­
m e n t , t h e e c o n o m i c r e t u r n s o f 
S i n o - I t a l i a n s m a l l a n d m e d i u m -
s i z e d e n t e r p r i s e s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
i m p r o v e . • 

World Bank-Financed 
Project Completed 

T f - | p ^ h e w a s t e l a n d r e c l a m a t i o n 
p r o j e c t i n H e i l o n g j i a n g 
P r o v i n c e f u n d e d b y t h e 

W o r l d B a n k h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d , 
a M i n i s t r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e o f f i c i a l 
a n n o u n c e d a t a r e c e n t n e w s c o n f e r ­
e n c e h e l d i n B e i j i n g . 

T h e p r o j e c t i s t h e f i r s t o f i t s k i n d 

t o u s e f u n d s f r o m t h e W o r l d B a n k . 
D u r i n g t h e f i v e y e a r s f r o m J u n e 
1 9 8 3 t o t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 8 , t h e 
S t a t e - O w n e d F a r m A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e B u r e a u o f H e i l o n g j i a n g P r o v ­
i n c e o p e n e d 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f 
w a s t e l a n d a n d c o n s t r u c t e d s o m e 
s u p p o r t i n g f a c i l i t i e s w i t h a l o a n 
o f U S $ 7 0 m i l l i o n f r o m t h e W o r l d 
B a n k a n d 2 6 0 m i l l i o n y u a n f r o m 
d o m e s t i c s o u r c e s . I n 1 9 8 9 , w h e n i t 
w a s p u t i n t o p r o d u c t i o n , t h e p r o ­
j e c t t u r n e d o u t 3 1 6 , 0 0 0 t o n s o f 
g r a i n a n d s o y b e a n s — t h e o r i g i n a l l y 
e s t i m a t e d t a r g e t f o r t h e y e a r . I n 
1 9 9 1 , w h e n t h e p r o j e c t r e a c h e s i t s 
d e s i g n e d c a p a c i t y , g r a i n a n d s o y ­
b e a n o u t p u t i s e x p e c t e d t o r e a c h 
3 7 5 , 0 0 0 t o n s . 

L i u W e n j u , t h e b u r e a u ' s d e p u t y 
d i r e c t o r , s a i d t h a t t h e r e p a y m e n t 
o f l o a n s i s o n s c h e d u l e , a n d t h a t 
p o r t i o n s d u e t o b e p a i d i n 1 9 8 9 a n d 
1 9 9 0 w i l l b e c l e a r e d t h i s y e a r a n d 
s o y b e a n s h a v e b e e n e x p o r t e d t o 
c o m p e n s a t e f o r t h e l o a n r i g h t 
t h r o u g h t h e p e a k r e p a y m e n t p e r ­
i o d . 

T h e a r e a a t t h e n o r t h e r n - m o s t 
t i p o f H e i l o n g j i a n g P r o v i n c e , L i u 
s a i d , h a s a g o o d e n v i r o n m e n t f o r 
f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t a n d g r e a t p o ­
t e n t i a l t o b e t a p p e d . K n o w n f o r i t s 
f e r t i l e l a n d a n d a h i g h d e g r e e o f 
m e c h a n i z a t i o n , t h e a r e a h a s s o m e 
8 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f w a s t e l a n d , 

" 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f w o o d e d l a n d , 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f g r a s s l a n d , 
2 0 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f w a t e r a r e a , a n d 
6 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f r e e d p o n d s t o 
b e c u l t i v a t e d . H e s a i d t h e b u r e a u 
h o p e s t o c o n t i n u e t o d e v e l o p c o m ­
p e n s a t i o n t r a d e , c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o d ­
u c t i o n , j o i n t v e n t u r e s w i t h t h e 
W o r l d B a n k , o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a n d r e g i o n a l f i n a n c i a l o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n s , f o r e i g n g o v e r n m e n t s a n d 
c o m p a n i e s o n t h e b a s i s o f e q u a l i t y 
a n d m u t u a l b e n e f i t . 

S i n c e 1 9 8 2 , C h i n a h a s u s e d 
W o r l d B a n k l o a n s o f s o m e U S $ 2 
b i l l i o n f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 2 2 p r o j e c t s i n t h e 
f i e l d s o f a g r i c u l t u r e , f o r e s t r y , w a t ­
e r c o n s e r v a n c y a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l 
e d u c a t i o n a n d s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h , 
s o m e o f w h i c h h a v e b e e n p u t i n t o 
o p e r a t i o n a n d o t h e r s a r e c u r r e n t l y 
i n p r o g r e s s . 

by Song Xinhua 
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CULTURE/SCIENCE 

International Award for Chinese Film 

r r i h e Chinese feature film 
I The Year of Disaster was 

awarded the Silver Bear 
Prize at this year's 40th Interna­
tional Film Festival in West Ber­
lin. 

This is the third time that a 
Chinese film has been honoured 
at the festival. The first was Red 
Sorghum, which took the Gold 
Bear Prize in 1988, and the se­
cond was The Last Tolling of the 
Bell, which won the Silver Bear 
Prize in 1989. 

The festival's panel of judges 
said that director Xie Fei had 
shot a moving film reflecting 
China's reality. 

The Year of Disaster, adapted 
from the novel Black Snow, tells 
the story of a young man named 
Li Huiquan over the course of 
the year of his birth sign. In 
Chinese tradition, each year is 
symbolized by one of 12 animals, 
the horse, the dog, the dragon 
and so on. Every 12th year, when 
the sign of one's birth year rolls 
around again, is believed to be 
especially significant, either for 
good or ill. 

In the Year of Disaster, Li is 
24 and has just been released 
from prison after serving a three-
year sentence for helping his 
friend Fang Chazi kill a man 
who had become involved with 
Fang's girlfriend. 

He returns to his old neigh­
bourhood only to discover that 
his mother has died. A neigh­
bour. Auntie Luo, and the local 
policeman help get him a job 
selling clothes from a stall in an 
outdoor market and he begins to 

make money. Despite this suc­
cess, he remains extremely lone­
ly, especially when he is at home 
at night. 

One day, Li goes to a cafe with 
a friend and meets Zhao Yaqiu, 
a singer about 18 years old. 
While she does not have the 
beauty of a mature woman, the 
youthful purity of her face and 
soft, unsophisticated style of her 
performance take Li back to his 
childhood. 

Because Zhao is bothered by a 
group of hooligans on her way 
home every night, Li is asked 
to escort her. In time, through 
watching her sing and walking 
her home at night, Li falls in love 
but does not reveal his feelings to 
her, he only pins Zhao's picture 
beside his bed. 

Zhao becomes more popular, 
however, and as she attracts 
more admirers she begins to be 
more pretentious. Li is replaced 
by other escorts. These changes 
sadden Li but he doesn't speak 
out. He is angered, however, 
when he learns that Zhao is 
hanging around with a black 
marketeer named Cui Yongli 
and warns Cui to behave himself. 

Fang Chazi, meanwhile, has 
escaped from prison and makes 
his way to Li's home. Li tries to 
persuade Fang to give himself up 
but won't report him to the pol­
ice himself. A couple of days la­
ter, Fang, feeling his friend has 
deserted him, disappears. 

By now Zhao has become a 
glamourous singing star. Li sells 
off his goods and uses the money 
to buy her a gold necklace, the 

symbol of his hopes, which Zhao 
refuses to accept. Feeling lost, 
the distraught Li goes to a res­
taurant and. drinks himself into a 
stupor. When he staggers back 
out into the street, he is attacked 
by two young muggers who mi#-
der him. 

The Year of Disaster portra^S' 
a new kind of individual who has 
appeared recently in Chinese so­
ciety. Introverted psychological­
ly but physically strong, Li gains 
material wealth only to find he is 
still lonely and alienated. This-
reflects the changed values, the' 
moral degradation and the crisis 
in beliefs that have followed thre' 
rising tide of commercialism. Al­
though Li wants to turn over a; 
new leaf, the lack of spiritual, 
sustenance in the new environ-i 
ment along with the limitations* 
of his own character eventually 
lead him to a tragic end. 

The inevitability of the trage­
dy shakes and enlightens the au­
dience. The film is a call for 
idealism and belief, for correct 
values and a healthy spiritual 
life. Since the social problems 
portrayed in the film exist not 
only in China but also in other 
developing countries, as well as 
in developed countries, foreign 
audiences easily understand and 
accept it. 

"I shot the film because the 
novel presents new but true as­
pects in our society," Xie said. 
"Besides, the complicated and 
peculiar character of Li Huiquan 
attracted me very much. This 
young man does not have a bad 
nature. He cherishes beautiful 
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F r o m l e f t t o r i g h t : s c r e e n w r i t e r L i a H e n g , d i r e c t o r X i e F e i ( h o l d i n g t h e S i l v e r B e a r ) 
a n d l e a d i n g a c t o r J i a n g W e n o f The Year of Disaster. YANG FEI 

m e m o r i e s a b o u t t h e i d e a l s o f h i s 
c h i l d h o o d . H e d e t e s t s t h e p r o f i t -
b e f o r e - e v e r y t h i n g a t t i t u d e a n d 
m a i n t a i n s a p r i m i t i v e a n d u n s o -
p i t t \ s t i c a t e d s i n c e r i t y a n d k i n d ­
ness. H e w a n t s t o l e a d a d i g n i f i e d 
a n d s i g n i f i c a n t n e w l i f e b u t h a s 
t o d r i f t w i t h t h e t i d e . H e e m p h a s ­
i zes t h e c o d e o f b r o t h e r h o o d b u t 
t h a t l e a d s t o h i s i m p r i s o n m e n t 
a n d t h e l a t e r s h i e l d i n g o f a n es­
c a p e d c r i m i n a l . A t t h e e n d , h e 
d i e s i n a s p i r i t u a l c r i s i s . " 

T h e f i l m i s s h o t i n a s i m p l e b u t 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d s t y l e , w i t h c a r e f u l 
a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l a d d i n g d e p t h 
t o t h e p o r t r a y a l o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
s o c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t L i i n h a b i t s . 

S o m e o f t h e j u d g e s i n B e r l i n 
r e g a r d e d J i a n g W e n ' s p e r f o r m ­
a n c e as L i H u i q u a n t o b e t h e bes t 
o f t h e f e s t i v a l a n d J i a n g s a i d i t 
w a s h i s m o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y r o l e t o 
d a t e . " A l l o f t h e p a r t s I ' v e h a d i n 
t h e pa s t d i s c a r d e d m y a c t u a l age 
a n d w e r e se t i n d i f f e r e n t h i s t o r i ­
c a l p e r i o d s , " h e s a i d . 

T h i s a l m o s t p r e v e n t e d h i m 
f r o m g e t t i n g t h e l e a d i n The 
Year of Disaster. A f t e r a d a p t i n g 
t h e s c r e e n p l a y , X i e h e s i t a t e d t o 
o f f e r J i a n g t h e r o l e o f L i b e c a u s e 
h e t h o u g h t J i a n g w a s t o o o l d . 
F o r t u n a t e l y , X i e l e a r n t t h a t 

J i a n g w a s o n l y 2 6 . 
J i a n g i s o n e o f t h e m o s t suc ­

c e s s f u l f i l m a c t o r s i n C h i n a ; t h e 
B e r l i n f e s t i v a l r e m e m b e r e d h i m 
w e l l f r o m Red Sorghum. J i a n g ' s 
p e r f o r m i n g s t y l e i s s o n a t u r a l 
t h a t t h e a u d i e n c e t e n d s t o t h i n k 
h e i s o n l y b e i n g h i m s e l f . O n l y 
t h o s e w h o w o r k w i t h h i m k n o w 
h o w h a r d h e w o r k s . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , i n o r d e r t o p l a y 
L i H u i q u a n , h e m a d e b u t o n e 
d e m a n d : " G i v e m e t w o t o t h r e e 
m o n t h s t o ge t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e 
l i f e . " T h e n h e p l u n g e d i n t o t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l b u s i n e s s m e n i n B e i ­
j i n g t o o b s e r v e , t a l k t o a n d m a k e 
f r i e n d s w i t h t h e p e o p l e i n o r d e r 
t o p r e p a r e h i m s e l f f o r t h e r o l e . 

I n a d d i t i o n , h e a l w a y s p r o v i d ­
e d s e v e r a l o p t i o n a l p l a n s f o r e a c h 
o f h i s scenes . I t w a s h e w h o s u g ­
g e s t e d t h e f i l m ' s t i t l e . S o i t i s n ' t 
s t r a n g e t o h e a r X i e s a y , " J i a n g 
i s n o t o n l y a t a l e n t e d a c t o r , b u t 
a l s o a p r o m i s i n g d i r e c t o r . " 

R e g a r d i n g t h e p o s i t i o n o f 
C h i n e s e f i l m s i n t h e w o r l d , J i a n g 
s a y s c o n f i d e n t l y t h a t C h i n e s e 
f i l m s h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o w i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i z e s b e c a u s e t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e a r e b y n o m e a n s 
i n f e r i o r t o o t h e r s . 

by Hong Lanxing 

B e i j i n g t o H o l d W e e k 
O f R e l i g i o u s M u s i c 

T i h e C h i n a B u d d h i s t a n d 
T a o i s t M u s i c W e e k w i l l b e 
h e l d i n B e i j i n g J u n e 1-6 

t h i s y e a r . A p a r t f r o m s p e c i a l 
m u s i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e s , t h e r e a r e 
t o u r s , s e m i n a r s a n d o t h e r r e l a t ­
e d a c t i v i t i e s l i s t e d o n t h e p r o ­
g r a m m e . 

T h e B u d d h i s t m u s i c a l g r o u p s 
t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s i n ­
c l u d e o n e s f r o m B e i j i n g , T i a n -
j i n , t h e W u t a i s h a n M o n a s t e r y i n 
S h a n x i P r o v i n c e , t h e L a b u l e n g 
M o n a s t e r y i n G a n s u P r o v i n c e , 
t h e Q i a n s h a n L o n g q u a n M o n a s ­
t e r y i n A n s h a n , L i a o n i n g P r o v ­
i n c e , t h e T i a n n i n g M o n a s t e r y i n 
C h a n g z h o u , J i a n g s u P r o v i n c e , 
t h e L o n g r e n M o n a s t e r y i n J i u -
j i a n g , J i a n g x i P r o v i n c e , a n d t h e 
K a i y u a n M o n a s t e r y i n C h a o z h -
o u , G u a n g d o n g P r o v i n c e . 

T h e f i v e T a o i s t t r o u p e s w i l l 
c o m e f r o m t h e W h i t e C l o u d 
T e m p l e i n B e i j i n g , t h e W h i t e 
C l o u d T e m p l e i n S h a n g h a i , t h e 
W u d a n g s h a n T e m p l e i n H u b e i 
P r o v i n c e , t h e X u a n m i a o T e m p l e 
i n S u z h o u , J i a n g s u P r o v i n c e , 
a n d t h e Q i a n s h a n W u l i a n g T e m ­
p l e i n A n s h a n , L i a o n i n g P r o v ­
i n c e . 

T h i s w i l l b e t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t 
so m a n y B u d d h i s t a n d T a o i s t 
m u s i c a l t r o u p e s h a v e g a t h e r e d 
f o r a c a d e m i c e x c h a n g e s s i n c e t h e 
f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l ­
i c i n 1 9 4 9 . R e l i g i o u s a n d a r t i s t i c 
c i r c l e s h a v e g r e a t e x p e c t a t i o n s 
f o r t h e m u s i c w e e k . 

B u d d h i s t m u s i c a n d T a o i s t 
m u s i c b o t h h a v e a l o n g h i s t o r y i n 
C h i n a a n d a r e i m p o r t a n t c o m ­
p o n e n t s o f t r a d i t i o n a l C h i n e s e 
m u s i c . 

T h e m u s i c w e e k i s c o -
s p o n s o r e d b y t h e C h i n a A r t A c a ­
d e m y , t h e C h i n a B u d d h i s t A s ­
s o c i a t i o n , t h e C h i n a T a o i s t A s s o ­
c i a t i o n a n d t h e B e i j i n g B u d d h ­
i s t A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e o r g a n i z i n g 
c o m m i t t e e h a s a l r e a d y b e e n se t 
u p i n B e i j i n g . • 
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TOURISM 

The Asian Games and Beijing's Tourism 
rrihe Ilth Asian Games will I be held in Beijing between 

September 22 to October 
7. The construction of various 
training sites, gymnasiums, stad­
iums and accommodation vil­
lages is almost completed and 
support work for the Asian 
Games is being stepped up. The 
20,000 tickets set aside for for­
eign visitors for the opening 
ceremony (price US$50-US$80 
each) have all been sold 
out, and it is estimated 
that 100,000-200,000 tourists will 
visit Beijing during the Games. 

This is the first comprehensive 
international games to be held in 
China. In order to make it a suc­
cess, the Beijing municipal gov­
ernment and Asian Games Or­
ganizing Committee entrusted 
the Beijing Municipal Tourism 
Administration to organize an 
"Asian Games Committee Tour­
ist Service" (AGCTS), which is 
headed by Bo Xicheng, director 
of the Beijing Municipal 
Tourism Administration. The 
AGCTS will be responsible for 
arranging accommodation for of­
ficials of the Asian and Inter­
national Olympic Councils, ath­
letes, reporters and tourists. 

Tourist Activities. According 
to AGCTS Head Bo Xicheng, a 
series of tourist activities special­
ly arranged for the Asian Games 
are scheduled to begin on April 
1st. They include the following: 

April 1-October 7: The city of 
Beijing will invite tourists to sign 
their name and nationality to a 
gigantic scroll titled A Million 
Autographs which bear an Asian 
Games logo, a Beijing tourism 
emblem and the words "Asian 
Games, Tourism, Friendship and 
Peace" in Chinese and English. 

The scrolls will be available at 
such scenic spots as the Great 
Wall, Tiananmen Rostrum, the 
Temple of Heaven and the Sum­
mer Palace. When the Asian 
Games close, the scrolls will be 
presented as a gift to the Asian 
Games Committee, the Asian 
Olympic Council of Asia and the 
World Tourism Organization. 

April 7 to 11: The Beijing Iner-
national Kite Meeting will be 
held at the Mentougou Sports 
Centre and Tiananmen Square. 

April 10-May 5: The Beijing 
Peach Blossom Festival will be 
held at the Beijing Botanical 
Gardens. July to September: The Beihai Lantern Festival will be held in the Beihai Park. September 1-October 7: The 
11th Asian Games Arts Festival 

'will host nearly 40 programmes 
from 10 countries and regions. 

During the Asian Games, a 
Commodities Fair will be organ­
ized at the Beijing Exhibition 
Centre. Commodities of the best 
quality and special native prod­
ucts from around China will be 
available for the convenience of 
athletes and tourists. The Com­
modities Fair is to be complete 
with a cinema, a restaurant serv­
ing special flavoured dishes and 
other recreational entertainment. 
Films which show the achieve­
ments China has made during 
her decade-long reform and 
opening to the outside world, and 
folk customs will be shown at the 
cinema. 

Around October 1 National Day: Special National Day'cele­
brations will be held in Beijing's 
major parks. 

New scenic spots: New tourist attractions to be opened before 

the advent of the Asian Games 
include: Suzhou Street, located 
to the north of the Summer Pa­
lace, which is famous for a Tibe­
tan temple and scenery com­
mon to the area south of the 
Changjiang (Yangtze) River; 
and the Beijing Nine-Dragon 
Playground, a joint venture with 
Japan. 

One-Day Excursions: During 
the Asian Games there will be 
five special one-day tours and 
visit to a local family (making 
jiaozi—Chinese raviolimeat!). Exhibitions: During the Asian Games, 37 exhibitions will be held simultaneously in Beijing. Among them will be the China Sports Exhibition, Chinese Sports Art Exhibition and Inter­national Sports Philately Exhibi­tion. In order to guarantee high quality tourist service, the Bei­jing Municipal Tourism Admin­istration has already taken steps to retrain people to be involved in tourist services. And begin­ning April 1, tourists will be able to lodge complaints by telephon­ing a 24-hour Tourist Hot Line (telephone No. 5130828) with operators conversant in Chinese, English or Japanese. 

by Han Baocheng 
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An Ancient Pagoda. 

ART P A Q E 

A View of a Dai Nationality Village. 

Sketches by 
Zhou Qi 

Z h o u Q i w a s b o m i n H e ! -

l o n g j i a n g P r o v i n c e i n 1 9 6 1 . H e 

n o w i s a n a r t e d i t o r w i t h the 

New WorU Press. H e p a i n t e d 

s k e t c h e s as h e t r a v e l l e d i n C h i ­

na's s o u t h w e s t e r n n a t i o n a l m i n o r ­

i t y a r e a s . 



Chinese Trum Triteran Ga 
eper: 


	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf
	img014.pdf
	img015.pdf
	img016.pdf
	img017.pdf
	img018.pdf
	img019.pdf
	img020.pdf
	img021.pdf
	img022.pdf
	img023.pdf
	img024.pdf
	img025.pdf
	img026.pdf
	img027.pdf
	img028.pdf
	img029.pdf
	img030.pdf
	img031.pdf
	img032.pdf
	img033.pdf
	img034.pdf
	img035.pdf
	img036.pdf

