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Foreign tourists appreciate
works by Chinese painters.

Photos by Chen Xiangyun |




HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Quicken Economic Structural Reform-

O In a speech given at the recent National Working
Conference on the Reform of the Economic Structure,
Premier Li Peng called for quickening the pace of
reform. He stressed the need to strengthen leadership
over reform, properly handle the relationship between
reform, development and stability, and between the
state, enterprise and individual, vitalize key enterprises
and reform government organs (p. 11).

Shanghal’s Development Blueprint for the 90s

O Shanghai, an economic hub, will accelerate construc-
tion of its infrastructure in the 1990s. Although focus-
ing on communications and housing, the city will also
develop tertiary and new industries as it deepens the
economic reform and opens wider to the outside world

(p. 16).

Mideast Arms Control: a Difficult Process

O Different national interests of the Middle Eastern
and arms-exporting countries make it difficult to halt
the arms race in the trouble-ridden area. Efforts are
being made to resolve the problem (p. 7).

Movie Cameras Scan Dailly Life

0 In 1990, film directors focused their attention on the
life of common people, the main theme of the year,
and turned out more than 120 movies, 30 of them
top-notch (p. 24).
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EVENTS / TRENDS

Three Suggestions on
Peaceful Reunification

he Chinese mainland will
T uphold its policy of

“peaceful reunification
and one country, two systems”
towards Taiwan in this decade, a
leading official of the Taiwan
Affairs Office of the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) an-
nounced in Beijing on June 7.

The policy, which is predicat-
ed on the fundamental interests
of the people throughout the na-
tion and takes history and reali-
ty into full account, provides the
best realistic way to realize the
reunification of the motherland.
The policy has been vindicated
in settling the Hong Kong and
Macao issues, the official said.

According to the official,
great changes have taken place
between the people on the two
sides of the Taiwan Straits in
recent years, and the situation is
in favour of the country’s peace-
ful reunification.

The policy provides that Tai-
wan, as a special administrative
region, will enjoy full autono-
my, have an independent judi-
ciary system and retain its
armed forces.

“We stress the use of peaceful
methods to reunify the coun-
try,” the official said. “However,
we will not promise to abandon
the military option. This is by
no means a threat to the Taiwan
people but is directed against
possible foreign interference in
the reunification process and
against the scheme for ‘Taiwan
independence.””

To further develop relations
across the Taiwan Straits and
promote the peaceful reunifica-
tion of the motherland, the offi-
cial was empowered to make
the following suggestions in line
with the CPC’s consistent poli-
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cies:

— Departments concerned,
authorized organizations or per-
sonages on both sides of the Tai-
wan Straits should hold discus-
sions on issues concerning the
exchange of mail, trade, air and
shipping services and exchanges
of visits. They should also con-
fer on efforts to boost the na-
tional economy and the well-
being of the people on each side
of the straits. The mainland wel-
comes suggestions and measures
from the Taiwan authorities
that benefit exchanges; -

— CPC and Kuomintang re-
presentatives should contact
each other to pave the way for
negotiations on an official end
to hostility and the gradual real-
ization of peaceful reunifica-
tion;

— The CPC Central Commit-
tee welcomes leading members
of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Kuomintang, and per-
sons authorized by the Chinese
Kuomintang Central Commit-
tee, to visit the mainland. The
CPC is ready to send a delega-
tion to Taiwan at the invitation
of the Chinese Kuomintang. m

China’s Ruling
Party Gains Strength

he title of “Excellent Party

Members” was awarded to

1.16 millicn members of
the Communist Party of China
(CPC) in 1990, while 79,000
were deprived of Party member-
ship. At the same time, more
than 10.8 million persons sub-
mitted membership application
to the Party by the end of 1990.
Thirty percent are under the age
of 25, according to figures re-
leased by the Organization De-
partment of the CPC Central
Committee.

At present, there are 50.32
million Party members in
China, 16 million of whom
were admitted into the Party in
1979-1990. Among recently re-
cruited Party members two-
thirds are under the age of 35
and hold an educational level of
high school or above.

Of 24 million Chinese with
specialized technical skills, one-
third are Party members. With-
in Party ranks the number
of women and other minority
members are also increasing.

Education in Marxism and
Mao Zedong Thought is
stressed. Furthermore, Party
members’ political awareness
and other qualities are improv-
ing.

Some 3.14 million affiliated
Party organizations at the grass-
roots levels were established
throughout the country by 1990.

Beginning last year many col-
leges and universities began of-
fering courses on the history of
the CPC, attracting more and
more student applications for
Party membership. ]

More School Hours
For Chinese History

students across China will

spend more classroom
hours learning modern Chinese
history since the mid-19th cen-
tury, according to the State Ed-
ucation Commission (SEC).

In addition, in college and
graduate school entrance exam-
inations, student awareness of
China’s past and present condi-
tions will also be tested.

All these measures are taken
in response to Party General
Secretary Jiang Zemin’s early
March letter to SEC officials
calling for greater efforts to help

Primary and middle school
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students gain a better under-
standing of modern and contem-
porary Chinese history and cur-
rent conditions.

In his letter, Jiang said that
such education is to enable the
young people to enhance their
love for and confidence in the
nation and guard against the
idea that make a fetish of ever-
ything foreign.

Jiang stressed that students
should be made to understand
that without social stability and
unity and without a stable polit-
ical environment, it is impos-
sible for China to develop its
economy.

Jiang dismissed as “naive” the
idea that if China should introd-
uce capitalism and copy the par-
liamentary system of the West,
the people would at once secure
a life just like that in the devel-
oped capitalist countries. “Those
who think so do not know how
the capitalist countries exploited
the working people during the
period of primitive accumu-
lation of capital, and today,
there is still exchange of une-
qual values between the devel-
oped and developing countries,”
he pointed out.

In his letter, the general secre-
tary offered some suggestions on
school and university education
in the country’s modern history
and current situation.

The Chinese history during
the late 19th and early 20th cen-
tury was marked by national hu-
miliation in the hands of for-
eign invaders. Only after the
establishment of the socialist
system did China gain nation-
al independence and state sov-
ereignty.

According to the SEC, a num-
ber of school textbooks on these
subjects will be available in Sep-
tember in time for the new
school term.

At a conference sponsored by
the SEC on June 1 in Beijing,
attended by about 200 people

BELJING REVIEW, JUNE 17-23, 1991

from the educational and, theo-
retical circles, Li Tieying, minis-
ter in charge of the SEC, said
that many young students in
China “lack a basic understand-
ing of China’s history and actual
conditions.” He said that it is of
vital importance to stress edu-
cation among the young people
who graduated from college in
the 1980s.

Li also pointed out that such
education should be conducted
in a practical manner. “The
young people should be told of
the real facts about the favour-
able and unfavourable condi-
tions for China’s modernization
drive, so that they will gain con-
fidence in the bright future of
the motherland while looking
reality in the face and un-
derstanding the present condi-
tions.”

Educators and experts present
at the conference offered ‘their
suggestions on strengthening
history education in schools.
They said that educators should
know students’ tastes and psy-
chology better in order to
achieve satisfactory results.

They also suggested that for-
mal courses on China’s practical
conditions be added to the cur-
rent primary and middle school
curricula, and that more books
on these topics should be made
available to students. ]

Chinese President Ends
Indonesian Tour

hina attaches great import-
‘ ance to friendly and co-

operative relations with
Indonesia, as well as with coun-
tries of the Association of
the Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), President Yang
Shangkun told the hosts during
his visit to Indonesia on June

5-9.

Yang was the first Chinese
president to visit Indonesia in 28
years, since the late president
Liu Shaoqi’s visit in 1963.

Last August 8, when Premier
Li Peng visited Indonesia, Bei-
jing and Jakarta formally re-
sumed diplomatic ties.

President Yang said that his
visit was aimed at “further enh-
ancing mutual understanding
and friendship and contribut-
ing to long-term stability and
growth of good-neighbourly re-
lations between the two coun-
tries.”

He noted that exchanges of
visits by government and non-
governmental personnel of the
two nations have increased and
that two-way trade volume
jumped to US$1.18 billion in
1990 from $800 million in 1989.

During his private talk with
Indonesian President Socharto,
Yang said China supports a new
international order based on the
principles of mutual respect for
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, mutual non-aggression,
mutual non-interference, equal-
ity, mutually beneficial rela-
tions and peaceful co-existence.
He added that China is willing
to work hard together with In-
donesia for a new international
order embodying these ideas.

Soeharto noted that under the
current world situation, safe-
guarding national independence
means not only strengthening
defensive capabilities but also
boosting the ability to resist ex-
ternal threats in economic, cul-
tural and other fields.

ASEAN expects Southeast
Asia to be a region of peace,
stability, development and pros-
perity, the Indonesian president
said, adding that his country is
also willing to have dialogues
with various regional organiza-
tions as well as other countries
around the world.

On the failure of the second
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Cambodian Supreme National
Council meeting in reaching
an agreement on ending the
12-year conflict, the visiting
Chinese president said that
there was still work to do even
though the four conflicting par-
ties failed to reach a concensus
at the meeting.

He expressed China’s hope
that Indonesia and France, the
co-chairmen of the Paris Con-
ference on Cambodia, would
continue their efforts and that
all conflicting parties would ac-
commodate each other with a
realistic attitude.

Soeharto agreed that possibil-
ities for a solution to the conflict
still exist and that efforts in this
direction should continue.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen, who was among
President Yang’s entourage,
held talks with his Indonesian
counterpart Ali Alatas during
the visit, the Cambodian prob-
lem being the focus of their dis-
cussion.

Qian said that the framework
document on the Cambodian is-
sue, formulated by the five per-
manent members of the UN Se-
curity Council, has been en-
dorsed in a resolution by the
body. The principles should not
be revised in any way, though
counstructive supplements and
changes can be made to the
draft agreement at the Paris
Conference, if they are in keep-
ing with the framework, he ad-
ded.

According to a Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesman, China
has stopped its military aid to
the Khmer Rouge since last
year, when the UN Security
Council adopted the framework
document.

Qian pointed out that China
supports Samdech Norodom Si-
hanouk to assume the SNC
chairmanship and stands for the
council’s operation at an early
date.

6

The Chinese and Indonesian
foreign ministers reached a con-
census on a wide rage of subjects
during their talks. |

Jiang Qing
Comnmits Suicide

pal criminals in the case

of Lin Biao-Jiang Qing
counter-revolutionary clique,
committed suicide and died in
her residence in Beijing in the
early morning on May 14, 1991,
according to related sources.

The widow of the late leader
of the Chinese Communist Par-
ty Mao Zedong was out of cus-
tody for medical treatment, the
sources said.

She was sentenced to death
with two years’ reprieve and de-
prived of all her lifetime politi-
cal rights in January 1981 by a
special tribunal under the Su-
preme People’s Court.

In January, 1983, her penalty
was mitigated to life imprison-
ment. She remained out of cus-
tody since May 4, 1984. [ ]

Jiang Qing, one of the princi-

Wigs, a New
Fashion in China

any Chinese are no lon-
M ger shy about wearing a

wig, a habit seen years
ago as only a gift for the bald.

According to commercial offi-
cials, wearing wigs is the third
most popular hair-dressing
trend following permanent
waves and hair dye.

Merchants also realize the
commercial value of wigs which
provide a new avenue of profit.
Many stores in large cities such
as Shanghai, Beijing and Dalian
report wigs are now selling well.

A young couple purchased
two wigs from a department
store in Dalian, saying that they
were certainly not bald, but
wanted wigs to match their wed-
ding attire.

A recent survey revealed that
only 12 percent of Chinese wear-
ing wigs do so because they are
bald or because of an illness.
The majority selected wigs to
enhance their looks or simply
for convenience and for fun.

The survey discloses that 70
percent of wig wearers are mid-
dle aged or elderly who think
that wigs are one means of ward-
ing off old age.

A 70-year-old Dalian woman
said: “Before I had my wig, I
always felt as if I were not far
from entering a crematorium,
but now I feel as if I will live
another ten years.” ‘

For Chinese young people,
however, wigs are a new fashion,
and many of them wear wigs to
show off new tastes and differ-
ent values.

A Shanghai public relations
worker who recently spent 90
yuan (US$18.5) to purchase a
wig said she felt that it would be
more convenient and less expen-
sive than making frequent trips
to the beauty shop. The wom-
an also said the wig could be
changed into many different
styles.

Wigs currently sold in
Chinese markets are made of
chemical fibres which come in
many colours and can be styled
and washed easily and dry
quickly.

Although the fibre wigs are
similar in appearance to human
hair, experts believe that wigs
made from human hair will be-
come the most popular.

A number of overseas wig
manufacturers have introduced
products and technology to
Chinese markets. The competi-
tion is expected to have positive
effect on Chinese wig manufac-
turers. [ |
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Arms Control in Middle East
An Uneasy Job

by Yang Minjie and Li Zhiyong

rangements in the Middle

East a major goal of the Unit-
ed States is to reduce arms stock-
piles in that region. However, this
goal contradicts national interests
of the countries in the region and
arms-exporting countries. Devel-
oped countries, including the So-
viet Union, will continue to sell
weapons to the Middle East.

After the Gulf war the majority
of Mideast nations support region-
al arms control, but, having seen
the power of high-tech weapons
during the war, many countries
now hope to buy advanced wea-
ponry to consolidate their arsenal.

The United States is faced with
a dilemma: How to reconciie the
desire to generally reduce arms
stockpiles of Middle Eastern coun-
tries with the commitment to
equip friendly countries with adv-
anced weapons.

President George Bush once
said that arms control did not
mean a stop of all weapons sales.
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney
made similar remarks. During a
recent trip to Israel, he promised
that the United States would prov-
ide F-135 jet fighters to Israel and
finance its missile research pro*
gramme. At present, Middle East-
ern countries are showing a will-
ingness to buy advanced weapons
and advanced countries are will-
ing to sell them.

Furthermore, the military in-
dustry in the West has become de-
pendent on export earnings as
research funds for new weapons
systems development, because def-
ence spending has been on the dec-
line. For example, in 1990 the US
budget prescribed a 25 percent cut
in defence spending in the next
five years. This led to a drastic
decrease in the Pentagon’s arms

In making post-Gulf war ar-

orders. General Dynamics Corpor-
ation, a company producing tanks,
revealed that more than 4,000
workers would lose their jobs,. 15
percent of its parts supply facto-
ries would be forced to suspend
production, and 30 percent of am-
munition production units would
close if tank contracts could not be
fulfilled. In France, arms exports
dropped from 62 billion francs in
1984 to 20 billion francs in 1989.
This seriously affected the re-
search programme on advanced
weapons, leading to a reduction
of competitiveness of French wea-
pons on the international market.
A French official observed that
the French defence industry
would be unable to survive unless
France sells arms to other coun-
tries. Arms dealers in Western
countries aspire to expand arms
exports. It is reported that the
US military industry hopes to get
US$20 billion worth of arms or-
ders from the Middle East.

Arms Sales Continue

A round of acute competition
among major arms-exporting
countries has already started. And
even if an agreement on arms con-
trol is worked out, it will still be
difficult to determine the target
countries of arms control. An es-
say in the Economist magazine
noted that in the Middle East, a
friend today can be an enemy to-
morrow. Iraq is just such an exam-
ple. The United States sold wea-
pons to Iraq before the Gulf crisis,
yet in the end the Iraqis used US-
made weapons to counter Ameri-
cans. Naturally, it is very difficult
to make a political judgement as
to which countries should be eligi-
ble for weapons and which are not.

Currently, the United States

seems content with the limitations
imposed on the sale of biochemical
and nuclear weapons. Washington
announced on March 7 that it is
stepping up efforts to limit the ex-
port of products that can be used
to produce biological and chemi-
cal weapons, especially exports to
the Middle East. In a speech to
Congress the previous day, Bush
indicated that a major challenge
today is to stop the proliferation of
mass-destruction weapons. How-
ever, for the first time since the
1970s the US government asked
for Congress’” approval for provid-
ing credit guarantee for the sales
of miltary equipment by a gov-
ernment body.

Many countries are vying to sell
or plan to sell large quantities of
advanced weapons to the Middle
East. The United States wants to
sell US$18 billion worth of wea-
pons, including F-16 jet fighters,
the Patriot anti-missile systems
and M-1 tanks, to six Mideast na-
tions — Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Egypt,
Israel and Turkey. Germany has
agreed to sell two diesel-powered
submarines, the most advanced
submarines in the world which
can launch torpedoes and cruise
missiles. Germany is also prepared
to sell Fox armoured personnel
carrjers to Israel and Saudi Ar-
abia. France has received orders
from Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar and the United Arab Emir-
ates for its Milan anti-tank mis-
siles, Mistral anti-aircraft missiles
and Crotalic weapon systems. Bri-
tain hopes to sell its Challenger
tanks and Tornado fighter planes
to Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates. The Soviet Unjon
is selling Iran and Syria adv-
anced weapons including MiG-29
jet fighters. Yevgeny Primakov, a
close aid to Soviet President Mik-
hail Gorbachev, said on May 7,
“As long as the United States and
other countries continue to export
arms, the Soviet Union is not to be
left behind.”

It is likely that an arms race is
to be waged among the countries
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in this region, especially between
Israel and the Arab nations, be-
cause the Arab-Israeli conflict is
not likely to be resolved soon.
Each side has its own interpreta-
tions to “full defence capability.”
If Arab countries re-arm them-
selves, Israel will upgrade its def-
ence system. On the other hand,
faced with a potentially nuclear-
armed Israel, the Arab nations
will inevitably seek a kind of bal-
ance through achieving an edge in
conventional weapons.

Prospects

On May 29, President Bush put
forward an initiative for arms con-
trol in the Middle East while ad-
dressing a commencement rally in
the US Air Force Academy in Co-
lorado. He asked the five biggest
arms suppliers to the Middle East
— the United States, Britain,
France, China and the Soviet
Union — to hold a high-level
meeting in the near future to dis-
cuss basic guiding principles on
controlling export of conventional
weapons, mass-destruction wea-
pons and the related technology.
The president asked Israel and
Arab nations not to produce or
import materials that can be used
to produce nuclear weapons. He
demanded that Middle Eastern
countries freeze purchase and
manufacturing of surface-to-
surface missiles and called on
them to observe the relevant con-
ventions on chemical weapons and
biological weapons. The proposal
got mixed responses from Mideast
countries — applauded by some
while opposed by others.

Taking into account various fac-
tors, it can be concluded that fu-
ture arms sales to the Middle East
will proceed on the basis of limit-
ing the proliferation of biological,
chemical and nuclear weapons and
launching vehicles and seeking a
general balance of power in the
Middle East, especially between
Israel and the Arab countries. The
West is hopeful that its “lifeline of
oil supply” can thus be secured. m
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Peace Talks on Cambodia
End Without Progress

by Zhang Zhinian and Gu Zhengqiu

ambodia’s four factions
‘ wound up three days of

talks in Jakarta on June 4
with no further progress towards
resolving the 12-year-old Cambod-
ian conflict.

Indonesian Foreign Minister
Ali Alatas, whose country co-
chaired the meeting with France,
said the meeting did make some
“substantive” headway though
“progress was not so much as we
had hoped for.”. The participants,
he noted, identified unresolved is-
sues and ways of settling them.

The Jakarta talks, the second
meeting of the Supreme National
Council (SNC) of Cambodia, in-
volved Cambodian leaders — Son
Sann, prime minister of the Na-
tional Government of Cambodia;
Khieu Samphan, vice-president of
Cambodia in Charge of For-
eign Affairs; Prince Norodom
Ranarith, son and personal repre-
sentative of Samdech Norodom
Sihanouk; and Hun Sen, prime
minister of the Hanoi-installed
Phnom Penh regime.

Samdech Sihanouk was on a
visit to Indonesia at the invitation
of Indonesian President Soeharto.

Alatas said at the end of the
meeting that areas of disagree-
ment remained in the overall
peace blueprint drafted by the five
permanent members of the UN
Security Council: China, the Un-
ited States, the Soviet Union,
France and Britain.

UN Peace Plan

The undesirable results of the
second Jakarta meeting, which
was considered crucial to seeking
a comprehensive political solution
to the 12-year war in Cambodia,
originated from the refusal of Viet

Nam and the Phnom Penh regime
to accept the framework document
on Cambodia adopted by the five
permanent members of the UN
Security Council on August 28,
1990 and the draft agreement on
November 26 the same year.

Khieu Samphan and Son Sen,
leaders of the Democratic Kampu-
chean side, made the repudiation
in a joint letter to Indonesian
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas and
French Foreign Minister Roland
Dumas, co-chairmen of the Paris
International Conference on Cam-
bodia (PICC).

The two Cambodian resistance
leaders said that at the September
1990 Jakarta meeting and the De-
cember 1990 Paris meeting, the
Phnom Penh regime accepted the
UN framework document, but la-
ter rejected it.

Commenting on the so-called
“Khmer Rouge threat,” a pretext
of Viet Nam and Phnom Penh in
discarding the document, Khieu
Samphan and Son Sen said if the
alleged danger exists, Hanoi and
Phnom Penh should have agreed
with the disarmament and dissolu-
tion of the armed forces of all the
Cambodian parties. But they did
not.

“The repeated claims of the
Phnom Penh side for the mainte-
nance of its armed forces have
been made upon instructions from
Viet Nam which wants to keep
its forces in Cambodia to restart
war,” Khieu Samphan and Son
Sen said in the joint letter.

Furthermore, Viet Nam and the
Phnom Penh regime, it added,
even rejected the idea of a UN
transition administration with
military and civilian components.

The establishment of a UN
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transition administration and the
deployment of UN peace-keeping
forces in Camboida, the letter
said, can relieve some people from
their fear of “the Khmer Rouge,”
and also meet Cambodians’ desire
of preventing Viet Nam from
coming back to annex Cambodia.

If it were Viet Nam’s desire to
stop outside military assistance,
it asked, why should Hanoi and
Phnom Penh not accept the UN
framework document, which has
clearly dealt with this problem
with provisions set for the super-
vision, monitoring and control of
the “cessation of outside military
assistance”?

The letter pointed out that
the real intention of Hanoi and
Phnom Penh regime is to cut off
supplies to the Cambodian resist-
ance forces, while Viet Nam can
continue sending fresh troops,
weapons and ammunition to Cam-
bodia.

Viet Nam and Phnom Penh
have called for a ceasefire, but
never care to observe it. They
continue to launch military op-
erations against the resistance
forces, the letter added.

It is not “the Khmer Rouge,”
but Viet Nam and the Phnom
Penh regime that are afraid of the
presence of a UN transition ad-
ministration and the UN peace-
keeping forces in Cambodia,
which will supervise, monitor and
verify the withdrawal of all the
Vietnamese forces from Cambod-
ia, the letter said.

Alatas, speaking at the opening
session of the second meeting of
the SNC, noted that the frame-
work document on the Cambodian
issue adopted by the UN Security
Council permanent members and
the draft agreement, should be
considered as a balanced docu-
ment and a sound basis for a com-
prehensive political settlement of
the issue. Some constructive mod-
ifications to the texts of the do-
cument and agreement could be
made to improve acceptability to
all parties in the conflict and the
PICC participants.

However, the Indonesian for-
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eign minister stressed, “what
should be avoided at all cost is
re-opening the text in such a way
as to result in unraveling the ar-
duously constructed draft agree-
ment, and worse still, in setting
back the entire negotiating pro-
cess.”

Leaders of the three resistance
factions, Son Sann, Khieu Sam-
phan and Ranarith, all emphas-
ized the immediate importance for
each party to the meeting to con-
firm its acceptance of the UN do-
cument and agreement and guard
against any efforts to tamper with
its essential points.

But Hun Sen representing
Phnom Penh showed unsual in-
terest in discussing the so-called
“genocide” issue, proposing that
the ceasefire now in place be ex-
tended until the final agreement
on the political solution is signed
and all supplies of arms and am-
munition to the fighting Cambod-
ian parties be cut off.

Observers in Jakarta pointed
out that Hun Sen intended to
maintain the administration and
military systems of the Phnom
Penh regime.

SNC Chairmanship

The second issue high on the
agenda was the chairmanship of
the SNC.

The composition of the SNC
leadership has remained one of the
unresolved issues since the found-
ing of the SNC in September 1990.
This has stopped the SNC from
going into normal operation.

Samdech Norodom Sihanouk
has always been accepted by all
the four factions of Cambodia to
head the SNC. During the past
decade, Sihanouk led the country
in its painstaking efforts to drive
the Vietnamese troops out of his
homeland. He has enjoyed high
prestige both at home and abroad
and has become a symbol of inde-
pendence, sovereignty and peace
of Cambodia.

It was reported that at the
meeting, Hun Sen and Sihanouk
reached a consensus that Samdech

Sihanouk would be the SNC chair-
man, with Hun Sen as the sole
vice-chairman. This was disclosed
by Hun Sen following his lun-
cheon with Sihanouk at the Boro-
budur Hotel in Jakarta.

The formula was rejected by
Khieu Samphan representing De-
mocratic Kampuchea. He said
Hun Sen could not be accepted as
the sole vice-chairman of the SNC,
because he was installed by Hanoi
following Vietnamese invasion of
Cambodia and serves Viet Nam’s
interests.

Khieu Samphan said the SNC’s
second meeting should first con-
centrate on how to implement the
UN plan before dealing with the
issue of the SNC leadership.

“Amending or altering these
(UN) documents to please the
Vietnamese aggressors cannot re-
solve the Cambodian problem but
will only impair the honour and
prestige of the United Nations,”
Radio Democratic Kampuchea
said recently, adding, “this is de-
finitely unacceptable to the inter-
national community as well as to
the Cambodian people.”

Although the meeting has made
no substantial progress in resolv-
ing Cambodian issue, the door to
further such talks remains open to
all parties involved in the Cam-
bodian conflict.

Alatas said on June 4 that he
was optimistic that sufficient pro-
gress could be made to reconvene
another session of the PICC.
France and Indonesia, he said,
would decide the next step in the
coming days and discuss a possible
meeting with the five permanent
members of the UN Security
Council. “The sooner we can re-
sume the Paris conference the bet-
ter,” he added.

Meanwhile, Alain Vivien,
French secretary of state for for-
eign affairs who jointly chaired
the meeting with Alatas in the
place of Dumas, told a press con-
ference, “We end these three days
with feelings of hope,” but “we
should have no illusions, there re-
mains a long way to go.” a
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Peace Falls on Angola

by Xu Dewen and Li Jingwei

utting an end to the
P 16-year-old civil war on
May 31, Jose Eduardo Dos
Santos, president of Angola, and
Jonas Savimbi, president of the

National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNI-

TA), signed a peace agreement .

in Lisbon, capital of Portugal.

After Angola’s independence
in 1975 armed clashes broke out
among different national libera-
tion factions due to sharp pol-
itical differences. In November
1975, when the People’s Move-
ment for the Liberation of Ango-
la (CMPLA) formed the Ango-
lan government, it was opposed
by other nationalist organiza-
tions, resulting in an escalati